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FYHERE js-reafon to believe, that the fallow- 
ing Dialogues were originally drawn from the 
life, and not the mere creatures of imagination; The 


Author wrote them about the fifty-/eventh year of his 


age, after he had been intimately acquainted with 
| ſerious religion from his childhood, and had been 
the happy inſtrument / of forming multitudes to the 
chriſtian temper and character, by a. long courſe of 
nd es rg ee paferes A rw Re 
and the 'preſs, in his uifits from: houſe ta 
bouſe. Lal be. God, there are ſome faithful mi- 
niſters now, as there undoubtedly have been in every 
age of the chriſtian church, whoſe- obſervation and 
experience, in their private converſe. with, the (ouls 
under. their carey have borne a near reſemblance to 
the inſtructive and familiar. zepreſentations of theſe 
Dialogues. | 1 

Dr. Calamy. fays of this performance, It was 
« well accepted, and has been very uſeful z many 
te thouſands of them. being diſtributed: through the 


« nation,” Such an extenſive diftribution was Mr. 


Baxter's avowed deſign, and therefore he prefixed to 
his book a ſerious and earneſt addreſs to the rich, 


entreating them to exerciſe their pious benevolence 
in giving it away amongſt their poor neighbours. oy 15 


- 


”F R E F £& CE 


this means it ſoon paſſed through. numerous editions. 
Perhaps ſome of the fuent in the preſent day may. 
think this abr idgement- better ſubſervient to their be- 
nevolent deſtgns, as the whole bet could not hae 
been reprinted without three or four times the-ex- 
nee. 
- The ſame manner of n is obſerved in 
this, as in ſeveral others of Mr. Baæter's pieces, 
and is mote particularly explainad at the latter end 
of the Compilers Preface to the Abridgment of the 
Saint's Ever laſting Rejl. But in drawing. up the 
Forms of ' Prayer it was thought proper to take 
much greater liberty. | 
- Tf the:peruſalof-the-following- pages ſhould contri- 
dute, through a divine blefling, to the religious. im- 
ptovement of bete and there a: Family ot perſen only, 
the Compiler will thankfully eſteem it as a meiciful 
anſwer to the prayers of many, and particularly. of 
. thoſe worthy miniſtets, both of the Habliſbed church, . 
and among the diſſenters, : whoſe: requeſt was more - 
immediately. gratificd in his undettuking this work. 
en eine mo M ban oy auk 
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attention apes the interefts of his. ſoul and . 
_ SHRK - |» 
WAS intimatiop, u. 

re Taft, how Ae 


Pg and privately to aflit them in their reli-. 
gious intereſts, to the beſt of my ability, "and as 
often as they "themſelves ſhall ' favo | 

ir. For this purpoſe, I intreated, and you us readi 


romiſed me, now ahd then an hour, when you. hat. 


iſare from other 'affaird; | Sins ls 
P'4 R"7 8'HT ON ER 


> 


| Tadecdy Sir, you are welcome. Bot eabily as [granted - 


9 | 


orably zecept of + 


* . 


1 EN, "= 
Di Minifter endiavours to fix his Pariſhioners fe 


30S 

em m {3 

liged, beſides preaching in publie, 0 
teh over the individoals of my flotk, ' 


„ 


, 


yoar very reaſonable requeſt, I muſt acknow my- ; 


ſelf by no means fit to talk with you on geligion. 


I. L come. with 60 ether deign," but-thar of a kind. 


and faithful friend to your ſoul, and to help you in 
the way to eternal | lafe. Permit me therefore do all, 


what do yon think would become of you, were on 


this day to enter idto your eternal ſlate ? 5 $2, Fg 
f. God knows, We muſt all hope the beſt, and put 
our truſt in his mercy. 3 ee it | 


— 


10 12 A _— 1 
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. Who can tell the feerets of God? - = + + -* 


"ih DIALOGUE 1. 


E Undoubredly God knows ; but do-you-think 


erſon may not -know, with ue degree of cettain 


3 


M. May not a perſon know it, if God tells him? 
P. Yes, Sir; but God tells nobody ſuch things. 
M. Is not the holy ſcripture the word of God? 


Aid doth not God cell on, whatever ſcripture tellk ? 
When a man dieth, doth not his ſoul go, either to 
heaven, or hell? And muſt not the difference be very 


reat. between thoſe that go to inconceivable glory, 


- and thoſe that go to inexpreſſible miſery? 5 


P. 1 know be is a juſt God. He would not take bne 


to heaven, and ſend another to hell, if their charac- 


ters were both alike. _ CCG 
M. Do you think there is ſo great a difference be- 


Cannot you know what you lope, and what yo haze ? 


only e 1 3 
* Me You have heard of ſcripture-promiſes - to the 
- godly, and thresteninge agaioſt the dige but to 


. — 1 


* 


* 


5 4 
2M. Scripture contains 2 variety of reflions 
to deſcribe the children of God, and Sen — 10 

N * ow 


. , ß ( -w 


Jpeakable, and 1 76 


DIALOGUE „ » 


know whether we are ſuch. Bat how can you imagine 
all theſe deſcriptions- are given us in vain? 
H. No part of God's word can be in vai - 


* 


- M. Thoſe deſe riptions are not only deſigned to walks: 


the godly know, that = ate the children of G; 
but that knowing it, they 4 | ae rejoice with ien un- 


manded to rejoice in 7 
This - command , cannot-/ belong to the u 


laioly implies-the knowledge. the god 
their own bolineſs and happineſs.” - -. 


odly, but 


I have no ſuch rtable ſelf. e 

. M. What{ Have yon no well - grounded hope 
own ſalvation ? No diſtin& knowledge of your | 
Kate? Permit. me ſreely to aſk, have you left ting: 
undone which you were capable - of doing, iy order ta 


make ſure of everlaſting life # 


hey are (therefore com- 
Lord, and to rei, evermore.: 


dave e 
P. I never, thought fo much of theſe things. bea. 


af po. 


P. I wiſh i-could fay fo! God forgive mes 1 have. 


attended to them in carne 


bad ſome random —— of theſe. things, bot never 


M. IL am ſorry for it. But pray cell me, what was is 


that bindered: 


P. Alas! Sir, L ba bad a thooſand: hiaderances. 


My heart and time have been ſo filled 5 with the 
cares and croſſes of this world, or with vain amuſe- 


© think ſeriouſly of my ſoul and eternity. 


good,. what inward ſatisſaction is there left behind? 
* you need _ _ me ſuch a queſtion. - The Plea - 
is ez bat Lam 5 more, 
A. And he — 
tor? Are you ſure to live another week, or day, or 
hour? Are you not ſure that an end will come, and 
come ſhortly, acd irrefiftibly.? Will it comfort a dying 


man, to tell him he hath had his good things here, that 


this world hath done for him all i ik do, and now he 

muſt part with it for erer? 

8 5 7 B 2 P. I know 
| ; 2 


ments, and ſenſual delight, that I have had no leiſure | 
M. Was this doing well and wiſely? ? What — 


how Joog will that — which you on | 


35 DIALOGUE: 4 


P. 1 Kkaow all this. — to be dem 
| zled with the things of the proſemt rd. 
M. Is it not — worſt dbliadneſs, to prefer lie mo- 
mentary joys of ſin, before: holy and evertaſting a... 
fures? When death comes, ig not time for ever gone? 
Is it not our buſineſs in this world 'to prepare for hen 

ven! And mutt we not have our besen or bell as 8. 
0 r SIE L 
P. I have often heard this, 6 Aired 

up to ſeriags con fideration, ſtill i g for longer life. 
N. Bot you know the l eve an an end, 

Did you never think of your mon pearing in ano- 

ther world? Have yon not trod on the duſt of cheſs - 

lived before you in 'foful' pleaſures? 1s ſoch a 

better chan heaven?” Is ſuct a corraptible body 

fit to be pampered with all the entre aud of op 
lives, to the total neglect of 'oar ſouls ? 

P. I remember, I was once fiek, and like to e, * 
then I was troubled, fearing what choald become of me, 
and reſolved I would amend my life; but, ala»! when 
I recovered, all wore off, and | was as eager for this. 
world as I had ever been, 

M. When you confeſs yourſelf unready to die, 12 
der how you can quietly lie down to ſleep, leſt before 
morning you ſhould awake in 4 miſersble eternity. 
How can you forget, that if you die in an unconverted 
me, you are loſt for ever? Dare you wilfully or neg- 
ligently live a day unprepared for death, while there 

i ſuch uncertainty in this mortal life? - - 
F. You ſay well. But, uncertain as life u, 1 thavk | 
God 1 alive. = A 

M. And will you p ame upon 
ſo'as to harden your heart, and delay your e 
ance?' Will God always wait your ſeifors? * 
— ever ſeriouſly thought, what it is for à ſoul to 
| leave this world, and to appear in the world of bi- 

rits, to be fixed in heaven or hell, Wan to it 


preparation in this liſe? 


7. You 


! 


1 
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P. Yoga trouble me; and make me afraid. Bot why 
ſhould we begin our fears too ſoon? . They will come 
ſoon endugh of themſelb es. I | 


M. What! Is dying al you.look at? It is 4 
compared with what comes after. Death cannot be 
prevented, but damnation may, Hell is not to, be ef- 
caped, without fear, and care, and diligence.” Were 
„on to die like a beaſt, you would have nothing to fear 
| after death, and in that caſe your fearing before- 
hand would bot increaſe your. ſaxrow, without doing 
any good, But you muff live after death, oP tir NE 
may live for ever in heavenly joys ; and ſhould not eh . 
ings, be" choaght, of Fe. whe „ we 
0- | | PLOT 
> 2p" Really, Sir, 1 am i#fraid,” if I mould ſet myſelf 
to think of another world, as ſeriouſly as you talk of 
it, it would make me melancholy or mad, Which 
know hath been the caſe with ſome other perſons, 
M. I bleſs God your reaſon is yet continged, and 
' therefore | make my appeal to it. Why did God give 
you reaſon, but 1o uſe it id preparing for eternſty ? 
Is not that man mad, who, having a God to ſerve 
a ſoul to ſave, a heaveii to obtain, and hell to ef- 
cape, Jeaverh all this great work undone, only for 
the ſake of this world's perithiog vanities? How 
om to hear ohe, that is thus mad, pleading, that 
e {till negleQs bis Toul' for" fear of being mad! When 
men have reaſon for trifles, and none for their owt 
falvatiohz when they are only wiſe for earth, bur 
chegt thedſſelves. out of all hope of hebven,  thit 
they may go-to bell with imaginary eaſe and bohour'; 
may God deliver us from fach reaſon! But prays 
what is there in God and Chriſt, in heaven ' and 
holiaels, that thinking of them thould make a min 
mad? i not God better than your houſe, ar land, 
your labours, or ſports? Is he not the beſt frie: 
you. have in the world? Is it not univerſally Al 
Jowed, that we ought to love God above all? An 
if you are not mad in foving © your friegds, or 
en, why, hoald it make you mad wo tive i 


3k | B3 bn 4 


* . 
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6 DIALOGUE i. | 
Jove of God? Or, by ſhould the hope of bes- 
venly joys," and frequently meditating upon then 
have any tendency to madneſs? What can fo ef- 
- TYeQuually preſerve me from being melancholy or mad, 
as firmly believing, and devoutly contemplating, the 
e e of fatare dle ???; 
79 'P. This may be true, if a men were ſure of bes- 
ven. But when he thinks of bell, will not his fears 
„c ( 
M. To thidk of hell deſpairingly, may indeed 
drive to madneſs, But this is not your cafe, You 
may fear hell, ſo as te avoid it, by flying to that 
Taviour, who freely offers you eternal life, No man 
mall be dawned, if he is ſigcerely deſirous to be faved 
-from fin and hell. 2 5 | 5 4 » 6 2 as "hh * * _ 7 
F. But why ſhould the thoughts of a future ſlate 
make many perſons melancholy? _ © © 
M. Amongſt the numerous iaſtances of melanchoſy 
that have come under my obſervation, the far greater 
Part of them have arifen, either from bodily diſtem- 
per, or ſome worldly diſappointment, or both uvited, 
many of theſe were never diſtreſſed about their ſouts 
and eternity in any degree. And though fome of them 
.weie, their religious dulirefs feldom or ever appeared, 
till aſter their bodily diſtemper, or their worldly ſor- 
row, or both together, bad made conſiderable progreſs, 
| have indeed met with ſome few under melancholy at 
.the beginning of their penitent ſenſe of ſin; but it 
uss manifeſt that their fins had been of the moſt enor- 
mous kind, ſo that their horrors of conſcience were 
"greater than they were able to bear. The hearts" of 
ſuch great ſinners are uſually reien avith terrors, that 
lin may ever after appear to them exceeding finful, aud 
divine comforts peculiarly precious, But in attemptin 
1% _ heal ſuch broken hearts, the want of ſucceſs, anc 
even the increaſe of melancholy Nee, have been 
$00 much owing to the unſkilfulgeſs of the inſtrument. 
P, What you have faid, convinceth me, that, under 


etence of avoiding trouble of mind, ] muſt not 
Tanin the ſerious ovghts of 'my foul and' "a 
- | be 


-- 


p . 
_ 


DIALOGUE k 4 


But indeed, Sir, I have ſo little thooght of theſe * 
things, that A _ how to ſet abous it, and wad 
antreat your ing my thoughts. - 

M, Soar welt hg wt ancther cauſe of religi 
melnechaly. 'þ mean; ben a perſon, N long 
total neglect of his ſoul, is, by the merey of Gog, i 
ſome meaſure made ſenſible of his fin, and danger, 

ſeotly a multitude of new and awful tho * <A 
ys his mind; 28d become unmana 
bewildered, like a man in an untrodden pa . — 
as you defire advice in your perplexity, let me intreat 
you firſt to conſider, Whether or no your fins are for- 
given, and God reconeiled to yo, and. what yon think 
9 e, N you; ſhawls die this ety! , 

t 
P. I told you, that. do not know; But I hope well. 
For no man muſt.deſpair.. 

M. You ought: never. to deſpair of converſion. and 
falvation ; and it is as moch your indiſpenſible duty 
to try whether-you are converted ; and if you are. — 
to deſpair of being ſaved without it. As ſor 
doping well; you muſt know, leads. falſe 

the hypocrite, and the well grounded hope of tba 
fincere penitent. To bim — repents and believes, 
God promiſes. forgiveneſs and ſalvation, and ſuch a 
one maſt bope for it, aud God will -cever. diſsppoinc 
his hope. Bat do you think God hath any wor your 
miſed, chat all men ſhall - ſaved? ? 

H. No, I dare not ſay fo. 
M. Or, de you think, chat al} men ll 4 


ir they hope for it?); 
P. No, but there is ſome comfort in hopin 
M. But how long will deceitful comfort hoping, n 
not God ſaid, Except ye-repent, ye ſhall all perifh. I. 
cept ye: be. converted, and becomes as little children, ye 
S oft get 36-4 rocrog þ yo live 
La the Jah, 38 hal te Now if any of theſe 
coy re to * — * when God Poe. the 1 8 — 
ot, would they do well to 1 not 
U will lie? ue +4 
| | 'B 170 s * 66 


———— 2 —— — — — I ne. am . 
- * 


3. DIALOGUE I. 
P. Is there gny harm in hoping that God will be 
r than his wrd to 0 | 
M. As a benefaftor, God may give more than he 
promiſeth ; but as a righteous governor; he muſt rule 
according to his laws, or elſe he deceived us, which 
he cannot poſſibly do. oy of ab; 4&4 RNS 281 n 
P. But may not a king pardon an oſfeuder ?:? 
made a perfect law, which forbad- all fin on pain of 
death, and we all break it daily by every fin; but 
God _ merciful hath given us 'a ſaviour, and by 
him, the forgiveneſs of all Sins to thofe who fincerely 
repent and believe; If you thus repent and believe, 
Sod hath already forgiven you. But to refuſe-forgive- 
neſs on God's terms, and yet hope for it; to deſpiſe 
offered mercy, and yet fay, you hope' for mercy, is the 
higheſt affront to God, It is blaſphemy” to ſay, that 
God can be aQtually reconciled to impenitent fingers. 
ſta is the miſery of the foul. '* To forgive fin; is ta 
_ deliver the foal from miſery, * To ſave” the ſoul, is 
to fave'it from ſin; What is heaven, bat the perfeRt 
likeneſs ang Jove of God? Can a mat be in a'ftate 
of ſalvation, if he doth not love God more than fin? 
P. I underſtand theſe things better; Bur 1 cannot 
reli your ſeeming to drive men 7 deſpair. 99 
- M. You greatly miſtake me. I am driving you from 
deſpair. There is no hope of a finner's ſalvation, as 
long as he continueth in an anconverted tate. Ever- 
laſting deſpair in hell is the portion of all thoſe, who 
dis 'unconverted and unſanctifed. Their having no 
| more hope, is the worm that dieth not, From ſuch deſ- 
I _ Pvir I ani defirous to keep you. Nothing more ef- 
 _ FeRually hindereth men from repenting and being 
taved, than their hoping to be ſaved without true re- 
pentadee. Will aot every wiſe man have ſome good 
yeaſon for his hope? Why then ſhould the ſoul and 
| = ee be ventured upon a falſe and ancertain hope? 
Dr 
M. me ſreely then, What are the g 
. . . h 0 7 


P. My hope is founded on the mercy of Gd. 
N. Br God's mercy ſaveth none in their uncon- 
y ſtate. ; The queſzon is, Whether this mercy 
will ave you) ow but anne Eh, ons 34 or 
e hope. Jeſas Chrit will be my rio. 
.  M. Cheſt ſaver; none. is their fins, And why do 
von P for his ſalvation ?. * F Ade enen 
P. I he not % Lamb of God, that tale away the 
. He is all-ſufficient to ſave, and will certainly: 
fave all that believe in him, and turn to G. 
FP. I believe in Chriſt for (alvation... e 
_ M. If von ſincerely believe, you. have good renſon 
for your — But let. you \ſhogld. be miſtaken ig an 
affair of ſuch infinite importange,. be pleaſed. to con- 
ſider the nature of ſaving faith, You are nog only to 
believe the truths contained in the holy ſcriptures, 
but heartily conſent to have God for your only God, 
and Chriſt for your only ſaviour, and the holy ſpi- 
ir for your ſandlifier, and wholly truſt in God through 
Chriſt for your acceptance. and ſalvation. - _. 

P. | boge I have this faich and ruſt in Gad,.. + 
M. To aft you, in diſcerviog..whetber this be your ' 
[Faith god truſt, permit me to alk you a few queſtions. 
Are” you firmly, perſuaded that none can be ſaved 
without  repenjance; aud converſion, regeneration and 
holineſs, and that , any, n Have not the. ſpirit of 
N he, is none of his? Do vn take the love of 
God, and bis heavenly. glory, for your only happi- 
_ neſs, and. truſt in nothing on earth, neither health,. 
wealth, nor any ſenſual pleaſures Ils it all yous defize 
and ęxpectation to have Chriſt each you the whole 
will of God, and forgive all..your fins, and, by his 
ſpirit, enable yon, not only. tor forſak 
zonneſs, gluttony and druukenneſs, pride and ambi- 
tion, deceit and. covetouſneſs, but alſd to mortify- 
(every. Maful deſire, and bow your own will to the wil 
of God, and raiſe you to a holy and heavenly life? _ 
PF. This is, hard ; 1 know not what to ſay to it. 
, : „ Bs. 838 * 451 AM. As 


s — * 2 23 9 


256333 


ke luſt and wan- 


3 — 
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N. As you truſt 4 phyſician” to cure "yoo, of a la- 
per to counſel you, "fo you'muſt 'troſt God to be better 
o yon than all the world; and to be the hawgiver ind 
ruler of your Jife; yen muſt troſt Chriſt to ſave you 
from the guilt and Yefilemetit of fin,” and to make you 
_ holy in keart aud converſation. ' If any defire to be 
ſaved from hell, sad not ſrom fin; from the damning, 
{but not from 9 power of ſin; and to gr 
tify their luſts here, but have heaven at laſt; this. is 
D but abuling the merry of God in _ 
If any believe that God will ſave finvers without con- 
verſion and hotireſs, this is believing the devil and 
their own'hearts, and not God. If, while God offe: 
eth you a heaven!y kingdom, you refuſe to follow 
Chriſt in ſelf denial, and in every ſuffering-for Chriſt's 
fake; you do not truſt in God, whatever ny 
+ pretend.” Suppoſe you were fick, and only one phyſi 
cian could cure yo, and he offered to do it freely, if 
you truſted yoor life to bis {kill and care, while by 
ſome he was repreſented as'a deceiver, aud by others 
praiſed as infallible ;* your truſting him would ſhew it- 
ſelf, by following his advice, taking his medicines, 
"and forſaking all other. On the contrary, ſhould yay 
ay, I truſt this phyſician with my life, yet never g 
near him, nor take his preſcriptions 3 would it not 
madneſs to expect to be cured by ſuch à truſt + 
Pe. I confeſs'this helps me better to underſtand t 
nature of faith. | doubt many ops they cruſt God 
and believe in Chriſt, but keep their fine, and love 
»this world more than heaven and holineſs. As for 
following Chriſt io ſuffering for his ſake, I thought, 
Sir, it only N wa to times of -perſecution; and God 
forbid that none ſhould be ſaved but martyrs! 
M. But you  keow Chriſt requies all his diſciples, 
without exception, to dm them/elver, a forſake all, 
4 take up their croſs, and follow him; If we muſt 
do this aftually in perſecution, we muſt alſo do it be- 
fore in affection and reſolution. Can we die for Chrftt 
thep, onleis our heart be prepared for it now? And 
tz tr got our baptiſmal covenant, to renounce * 
World, 
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world, the fleſh, and the deivl? He that loveth the 
world, the love of the father it not ia him. ——Þy this. 
time you can form ſome judgment of your faith and 
traſt, wherher it hath been true or falfe. And pray 
what elſe have you to prove that your hope of ſalva - 
tion is well- grounded ö 
P. I hope I repent of my ſias, and God hath pro- 
miſed to forgive them that repent... | 
M. Bot what is true repentance oo 
P. It is t be ſorry for my ſins, and to wiſh I had 
never committed them. i e 
M. There is danger of miſtakiag the nature of re- 
|  pentance. It is the ſame thing with converſion 3 2 
thorough change of miad. will and life, from fleſhly, 
worldly and angodly, to ſpiritual, heavenly and holy, 
barks the fins which we loved, and loving all the. du» 
ties which we formerly hated, 81 
P. | beſeech you, explain this more fully. - '' 
M. True repentance not only changeth a- man's o. 
pinion, but his heart and converſation ; not only turn · 
eth him from ſome particular fin, but from all fin- 
The true penitent is us much in earneſt to ſubdue and 
root out every finful inclination, as ever he formerly 
was to indulge and fulfil it. Hie doth not conteat him- 
ſelf wich reforming more open and enormous vices, 
but ſtrives againſt a worldly mind, aud all inordinate- 
ſelfiſhneſs, He ſeeks the kingdom of God and the rig 
veouſneſs thereof in the firff place, and with all 
might, as infinitely, better than this. world's happi- 
nels. He js not to-day repeating, and © to-morrow: 
neturning again to fully; but be-delights. and perſeveres 
in the ways of godlineſs, as if they were perfectly na- 
tural to him Was ICH nd 6 | 
P. Bat will not God forgive him, who hall treſpaſr 
en times in a dey, aud # time; ina day, turw 
again, Jaying, 1 repent? i N 
M. If, as Chriſt teacheth in that of ſerip· 
ture, a man wrong you often through in rity, and; 
as often repent, you muſt forgive him. But if your 
ſervant, day aſter day, _— to vou, and. ſays, maſ- 


© $%% 
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de, L have done no work; bit I tepent, Iwiſh I had 

% * done it; will you.take this for repentance ? We may 

+, Hbepent to day ef an angry look, or à vain word, and 
through infirmity may commit the ſaine tomorrow ; 
but we cannot: ſincerely repent of our paſt ungodly 
life, and preſently return to it again, Conkider whes 
ther your's be ſincere repentance. '- - 

P. Indeed, Sir, as von have — my * 1 
intreat you to help me in E ay" Aj judgment of 
ts aha, cams patient feeleth his com — hie phy- 
fician can better judge of the nature of the diſeaſe. 

M. Bot as the patient muſt tell what he feeleth, be 
pleaſed to anſwer me & few queſtions —ave more 
A arded yout foul's everlaſting welfare than 
our bodily and temporal concerns? ? 
. 5 Icannot fay ſo, though have often thought of 
it 


M. — Are you verily . perſuaded that your fins de- 
ſerve the wrath of God for ever? 

P. I have been taught fo; but my heart never felt 
my fins ſo great as to deſerve hell. 

M. — Have you ſeen as much need of Chriſt for 
your ſaviour, ' as 4 condemned malefactor bath of + - 
don, and as much-defired it?: | 

FP. I know we cannot be ſaved without cr. in, but I 
Cannot ſay | have bad ſuch deſire. 

NM. — Have you ſuch faith in the furare bleedneſs 
of the ſaints, as to prefer heaven before all the trea« 
ſores and pleaſures of this world, and rive more o 

fecure it than for any thing upon earth ? 
Pe. Iwiſh1 antes od tac dat there are but ſew 
that riſe ſo high- 
M. — Convinced that none can n get to tt niche 
out being born again of the ſpirit of God, have you 
_ * earneſtly . deſired to be 'ſanCtified < 'the; holy ſpirit, 
and to be enabled to hate and ſorſake all finz and to 
love God fesvently, and to ſerve him faithfully, and 
bave you therefore bound yourſelf 20 * 
Chriſt in a ſolemn: covenant? Pr pede)! * 


"Of I cannot fay & though I _ 40 abend. 


« _ 
- 
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II. — 16) chere no trouble. in the world ſo * 
| to you us the lnfulnels of yaan dear and life? * 
P. I do not find it ſo; LWiſh I did. 1 
M. —Had yourather-perſeQly know, love 2nd . 
God, then have all the riches, honours and tt 
aq this world ? * 
5. I oujd be a diflembler to ſay ſo. 
M. — When you are zempied 20 ur moſt beloved 
Ga is the divine command more powerful to keep you E 
from it. ee eee to draw : 
ou to it? 
f HP. I viſh it were : I ſhould then fa mach leſs. 
MM. Are 3 willing to wait upon Bod in. the con- 
ſtant and diligent uſe of his appointed means wi . 
ſuch as, preachiug, prayer, and Spoon: the 
company and couulel of the godly ? | "Vf e 
H. Happy for them that can, but I cannot. 
NM. — Are you reſolved to part with life and liber- 
ty, rather than make ſhipwreck of 2. * a goed 
conſcience? | 
; 7 Le do fo, detom natal. TEE 
NM. — Ie v you never been 
would you now take Ood ia baptiſm for your pot 67s 
ad father, Chriſt for your only ſaviour, and the boly 
pirit for your ſanctißer, to ſave yon from fin and 
hell, and bring you to holineſs glory 1 reſolein 
to ſorſake the world, the fleſh; avd the 2 
3 devotir.g.yourſelf to Cod) 
Bo ought to promile, a be- baptized ; but am 
lacs of my hearty conſent to all this. 
M. By theſe aoſwers, I can form ſome judgment of 
your condition, and am ſorry to ſay, that you 
10 me to be yet unconyerted,. and under the guilt and 
wer of your ins, even in the gall ef bittorne/1, and 
Lend of i iniquity. | But your gaſe is not. without reme» * 
Oy» If you are willing, ſalvation may be. had. You 
are not ſo far from it as many. I ow an openneſs 
in your anſwers, and that you are dot, like multi- 
todes, deſperately oppoſing your due convidion and | 
coarerfion, A 


Ka » 
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P. I thank you for your plainneſs” and fuithfuluoſ: 
but why ds you judge of me fo ſeverely Þ +)» + 
M. You have yourſelf confeſſed, that it ie not with 
= as it is with all who have the ſpirit of Chriſt, 1 
(have long been afraid of this; and I will take the + free. 
dom to ſuggeſt my reaſons eee eee 
in your company, and hear nothing but Worldly talk, 
not à word of heaven, or that diſcovered any care. of 
your own ſoul.— l obſerved, you ſeemed always pleaſed 
ith the converſation of . ee -worldly men, or 
merry ſenſualiſts; and to diſreliſh thoſe who might 
have helped you in the way to heaven.,.—I never heard 
of your ſetting up the worſhip of God in your family. 
The ſouls of your children and ſervants were totally 
neglected. And frequently you have been abſent from 
the houſe of God. Now) and then yo have dropped 
an oath, and in a fir of anger have proceeded to cur- 
fing. Common talk and buſineſs, or vain-amule- 
ments, have. chiefly filled up your-Lord's-days. Such 
things as theſe, with the evident want of à mind fix- 
2 on God and heaven, made me fear your caſe as bad 
a» you now confeſs it, God ſaveth none but thoſe who- 
ſupremely love, honour, and obey him; who value 
Chriſt as their ſaviour, breathe his ſpirit and temper ;; 
and labour for heaven more than for earth ' - 
P. What | you cyl a confeſſion, I am not unwilling: 
to repeats Put, careleſs as | have been of my ſou);. 
inſenſible of my need of Chriſt, and fond of worldly 
vanities, I was ready to conclude, that ſince God is 
merciful, I might be ſaved, if | believed in Chrikt - 
What it really Is to believe in Chriſt, von have no 
made me underſtand better than | ever did before, aud 
I perceive I did not fincerely and truſt in-Chritty 
when I thought I did. eee EASE, 
M. Are there not, think "you, | ſuch ſins as pre - 
ſumption, carnal ſecurity, falſe faith, and falſe hope, 
 _ whereby ſouls are undone'? be US e t ery e 
. I have often heard preachers ſay ſo. 
M. What do you apprehend preſumption to _ 5 


5 FH. Fan; 
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fate of ſalyation, when we are not. 
H. What do'you mean by carnal nge 
P. Carelefſneſs about our wen n their aer 
demandeth our greateſt eare. m 
„M. What is a falſe faith? 
P It is believing God hath om el bath : 
abt, or that Chriſt will fave CCR DES Cas 
olared be will not ſave. . | 
- * And wherein conſt a belle hope? O 
It is hopiog for heaven- in a way in which God 
bath plainly ſaid, be will not give it. 
II. Your anſwers are joſt; but are vot each of theſs- 
fin chargeable on yourſelf? . 
P. I begin to fear it; yet 1 would fais hope for the 
bel Pray what would you adviſe me to do? * 
M. I have no deſire to trouble you with needleſs 
— nor would I have you. conclude your ſtate bad 
merely on my word; but, when yon come home, - ex+ 
amine yourſelf impartially by the word of God, and 
tell me the reſult at our next interview. 
P. But ſuppoſe I ſhould find ! in a bad Gat, | 
what muſt I do then? 
M. If you ſhould find that yours is really 20 un- 
converted ſtate, unholy, deſtitute of peace with God, 
and every moment expoſed to his eternal wrath and 
curſe,” I would then adviſe you immediately to ſeek for 
mercy to pardog you, and for the grace and fpirit of 
Chrin ta ſanctiſy you, and by no means deſpair, for 
. there is an all-ſufficient remedy in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Therefore 1- beſeech yo not to delay your ſes 
ious and impartial ſelf-examination. | 
P. Alas! Sir, I know not how to examine myſelf. 
It is to me a range. work, Pleaſe to direct me. 
- . M. Wich all my heart, if you will but promiſe to 
do your beſt, I firit, ſet apart ſome time for this 
very buſineſs, and then be as earneſt in it, as a per- 
ſoa that is caſling up an. account of all he bath in the 
5 „Take one caution with you, not to be un- 
Aliog 0 know the worſt by yourſelf, | 
P. What 
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P. What good will it de me to flatter and deere 
myſelf, when it is impoſſible to deceive God ? ; I defire 
to know my preſent ſtate, that I may know "what 
1 15 
I. When you have 7 | | y ſcrip 
ture; as for inſtance, Jol 11 e VIII. P/a 
LI. ot / any other then earneſtly pray for divine help, 
and that God will mereiſulhy lead yon into ſelf · ao. 
quaintance. Ia order to this, look back on all your 
paſt life, and look alſo into your heart, aud let con- 
ſcience compare. your heart and life wich the infallible 
word of God, and be all attention to the voice of 
ſeriptere and of conſcience, Judge yourſelf, not by 
. a'few good or bad thoughts or actions, but by what 
batb had your chief love, and hath been your leading 
deſign, and hath excited your greateſt care and dili- 
gende, Search what it is, whether God or the Trea- 
ture, whether Chriſt or your luſts, that hath been up- 
permoſt in your eſteem, and hath moſt filled and em- 
played your | heart and life. Follow on the ſearch till 
you know the trath. If you cannot determine at one 
trial, repeat the trial again and again. May the 
Lord affift and ſucceed you! And whenever you are 
come to 8 reſolution, I ſhall be glad to ſee you, and. 
hear what it is. | wig ; 


„ 
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DIALOGUE II. 
The minifter explains to lir pariſutener the nature of 4 
alis converſion from fin to God and holineſs. 
Minifr. ' ; => L, eo you examin- 
wy ou the word of God, 
 fince Iſaw you? tex 1 
| Pariſhioner, I have done ſomething in it. 


M. And what do you now think of yourſelf ? 
n 


” 


. 
. 


; 


. When I read the promiſes to all that believe in 
Chriſt, 1 was ready do hope myſelf ſafe. Zut in read- 
iag farther, I found myſelf, as you feared, an uncon- 
verted -finner, that 1 have wot the Spirit and temper 
'Chrift, and thetefore am mene of his. But now, Sir, 
'muſt enen e nden me, les 
227 do to'be ſaved? 

4. . 1 
4 und proved to you by rip pture? 

. By the gr ate of God, Iam refolvedco de . 

IA. T'again > affere' you, that-your' eaſe is not 4 


diteſs, A full and compleat ſalvation is provided in 
e for you, -as well as for others. This | 
16 


but Chriſt and his grace. God hath given 
ter 77 and' this" lift ii % hit Son. He that hath 
the Son, hath tes and he that hath not the' Son Gel, 
hath mot life. Ohriſt having offered up himſelf s ſa- 


, <rifice for our fins; and merited our | reconciliation, 


ranger ta and ſalvation, he promiſeth and covenant- 
ef e us pardon and eternal life. Ia order to 
apply this lead to ſinders, be calleth them by His 
— miniſters; and giveth them his ſantifing 
ſpirit to prepare them for! heavenly : glory, and only 
requireth of them ſuch faith ac ſhews its fincerity by 
repentance, love and hay obedicnce. - And is not this 

lad tidings to a- miſerable inner? 

P. I perceive there is hope concerning me; but Ln» | 
4 Sir, I have heard the goſpel fo. careleſily, that I 
= to have cheſe things opened to mne more plaiaty. | 

. I know you were baptized an-infancy'; but yoỹr 


parenrs? covenant-engagement'for you ferves no — 


| _ till yon are capable of —— for:) 


Have you ever ferioufly conſidered the nature of your 
daptiſmal covenant, and + zenewed- it yourſelf, by > 
ng er ar go (ed 4 Has 

P. I never once attended to: it. - Only L choaght it 
Coficien regenerated me, and made me a child of 
2 
— ut was you to have 
eee ee baptiſm ? AKS a. el © 
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F. I con ſeſſed them to God, and ſome of them to 
e miniſter that teceived me. to the Lord! - ſopper, 
and thought! Was then forgiven, though never h 
the zight influence of it on my beat and life. 

. If, as ſoon as yon were Capable, yoo. bed Ge- 
icerely: renewed your baptiſmal coyevant,. and kept it, 
you would no more have needed to be converted 'or re- 
generated, but only to have repented ſor partieular 


ſion, chan to review your baptiſm, and vnderftand it 


Gad over:again, as if you youalelf had aver. deen . 
cerned with i N.. 75 
P. If converſion i is 0 obe than; tor be i 


tian, inſlend of a merely nominal end hypocritical one, 


1 have no more reaſon. to object againſt i it, than againſt 
baptiſm or chriſtianity ; and this maketh me very de- 


-firous to 8 the We of. us Aer * . 


r E 
AA. Io order to that, it E —— «for you to 
der well the principal truths of chti laairy- Ei 


| 


P. I have oſten repeated the creed which . | 


\them, but never attended to its meaning. 


\ M4. We are thereby taught to view the bleſſed God, | 


:as. our creator and. proprietor, our lord and ruler. our 
benefactor and chi od, whe hath all perfeQion 
-and excellency in and from bimſelf. We are taught to 
:view ourſelves,: az creatures of God, who are fallen 
from our firſt ſtate of innocence, in which man was 
made, and for. our Gafulneſs are expoſed to the wrath 
and curſe of God 2 that divine: mercy. provided 
ledempiion for us through the meritoriqus incarnation, 
"ſufferings and death 

taught to view tbe covenant of * 48. an engage» 
ment of the Father, Son and h irit, to, become 
-our reconciled God and father, — viour, and our 
'ſanQiker ;: and. an engagement on our part, to give 
up ourſelves ſincerely and unreſervedly o God, through 
Chriſt. by the aids of the holy ſpirit, for juſtifica- 


tion and ſalvation, and in all. ae and halp * | 


+033 : 


P n . 


fins. I will therefore put you upon n other conves- 


«well; and as deliberately. make the ſame covenant with | 


the ſon of God. We are 


engage in this covenant” are ' juſtified aud anctibeg; 
und ha 


PPP 


their truth and importance. Aud you have been ia- 
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ever renouncing the world, the ' fleſh, and the devih, 
that would ' tempt us to contradict this engagement. 
This is the baptifmal covenant, and you 'have often 
ſeen it outwardly adminiſtered. All chat Glace 


ve « right and title to'eternat life. The holy 
ſpirit is peculiarly given, to alt ſuch, to dwell it them, 


nd gradually renew them to greater knowledge of 

God, and more fervent love to him, defire after him; 
and aQuvity for him. We are alſo taught, that, at 
death, the ſouls of men enter into ever __ Joy "ot 
miſery; and that, at the end of the world, "Chriſt - 
will come in glofy, and raiſe the dead, and all men 


mall receive according . to their works. © They that 


have fincerely kept this covenant; ſo far as in different 
ages, and under different diſpenfations of grate, it 
was made known unto them, ſhall be Gpenly juſtified 
and 3 and be made perfectiy bleſſed in foul 
and body, with ſaints and angels, in the fall enjoy» 

ment of God for ever. © They that have not pet formed 
this | covenant, ſhall for eber be "deprived of 'this 
loty, and fuffer the © everlaſting torments of ben 


With devils. aud all impenitent finhers. Some com- 


p*tent knowledge of thefe troths is neceffary to your 
vaderſtanding the nature of the baptiſmal covenant, 
or of repentance, converſion, aud real chriftianity, * 
P. Alas! Sir, When ſhalt 1 be able to underſtand 
and remember alt this ? „ 
. Ii is by no means neceſſary to remember theſe 

words; if you take in the fentiments, it is enough... © 
PF. Whatever "knowledge 1 may | attain in - thefs 
things, 1 ſapp6fe knowledge alone will not be enough, 

ven though 1 ſhould be ever ſo firmly perfuided 


timating the neceſſtty of my having ſomething more 
than an enlightened underſtanding, or the firmelt per- 
fuafion, with reſpe& to avy*truths, 4 
M. Yes, 1 muſt now add, that to confent to the 
bapciſmal” covenant with Full purpoſe of heart and 
wi |, is che principal part of "religion and holineſs, — 
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: 8 to him, yon become 
2 muſt live to = and ſeek bis glory, and” 


9 of his r and therefore muſt endes - 
your. to obey, him abſolotely. You, alſo become , his 


tics] godlineſs is, you. may be folly 


_ above, there to. 


| walk be ever in your eye, to. dire&t and influence al 
your. practice. The rule of praQtical godlideſs is 
eſpecially the word of God, — 2 5 of 3 


. 


d without which the cleareſt diſcerning aud. firmed 
of the truths contained in the covenant will be 
utterly ineffetual to eternal ſaltation. C 


takes 
yoo. for bis on, if von heartily. reſalve, to be his. 11 | 
8 en ill nat come 0 li, that 28 | 


we life: And he promiſeths, aud come to 


_ will in 42 caſt thers ont. 


P. An have 1 no mare to.do,. bu 0 conſon 0 he 


N with my heart and will 
= chat yon perſevere in your hearty 


conſt, whit cannot be, without che whole pf pras- 


ir, explain. 0 me what you mean by 


is your. relation to a Covenane-God. By devotin 
his ſpecial property, 100 


ed with all his diſpoſals. Los become the 


ild aad ſriend, and therefore muſt. 8 and abou 
faithfulneſs and ous. to him. The 4 


delivered 
from all ſin and — — and be made — holy, 


more profitable to man, and may more abandan y on 


glorify your father, redeemer and ſanflifier, by your 
aring the divine image, and breathing A divine tem- 
per in 10 1 705 1558 n Im you. may 
perfeAly ho Wt y. in arigus Wor 
th. Chriſt for. = and ok 
all. his. ſaiots . — W noble and and 


For the law and light of 1 
is inſufficient witbout the. bo 
ticularly commands ug, to bal 2 2 our 
wviour, to hope. for heaven by his D pro- 
1 to love God lor his mee tad rack our 


wr” The. 2 of e | godlineſ ze lai | 


of prac- 


8 enen geg. 
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redemption, to pray - for the holy ſpirit, and cheriſh. 
his influences; to regard. the yy — of his goſpel, 
the ordjnances of his worſhip,, the diſcipline of his 
houſe, and the ſanQificktion - bf his  day,—The- 
degree of practical godlineſs neceſſary to our falva. 
tion is ſincerity; or, ſuch à prevsiſing tendency of 
heart and life to obey our creator and redeemer, as 
to make it the chief buſineſs we tranſact in the world, 
and to which every thing. eHe is ſubſervient. Dut re- 


member always, that you are deſtitute of this fiacernty; 


unleſs you have a deſire and endeavour after perfec- 
tion, and « mourning for every: conſcious im ion 3 
and that the degrees of futore glory muſt certainly 
de in proportion to the preſent degreed of holiaeſs 
— "The ni, of | practical: goduineſy are, at a1 
times, the world, tha fleſh; and the devil. Be not 
ignorant of the nature and danger of their oppoſition, 
bot reſolve, by the grace of God, to renounee them 
more deliberately, and to: carry on your reſiſtasce and 
warfare againſt them to the end of ſiſe. 
P. This is a great deal to remember. 
M. You only think fo, becauſe yon have fo intitely 
neglected theſe things ia your. youth, which is the 
beit time for learning the will of God, and the way 
of ſalvation; Had you then loved the ſcriptures and 
other pious books, and been much 2 in. read · 
ing, meditation and prayer, and had 'devoted your 
Lord's days to theſe 26640: inſtead of play and 
idleneſs, and vain talk, you would now have found 
ſuch things as theſe plain and familiar to you. How» 
ever, fix upon your | memory the ſubſtance of what 1 
have been now ſaying. TEST Ie es 
oF; What chant; „„ 
M. I mean this. ſhort view of your baptiſmal co» 
venant, To believe Tn, and heartily give uf yoar/elf to 
God the father, Son, and holy ſpirit, as your - creators 
redeemer and ſunctiſier, 3 and ruler, your 
thief good, and ultimate end ayd aim; reavuncing the 
world, ths fleſh, and the devil. | ; 7 
| P, There 
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P. There is no great difficulty in — ering 
this, but my beart dls been tags to the { 

and meaning. 2 a ö | 


„. Your duty is ſummed up in love, whick is the 


fulfiNing of the laxv. . =} 
. What love do you-mean? N e 
M. The love of God, of your neighbour, and of 


yourſelf, - | 1 TRIS FITS 
P. This nobody <an object to, and one part of it 
I ſhall eafily keep; which is, to /ove my/eff. + 7 
I. Alas! poor man, how have you = it hither» 
to? What enemy have yon had-in all the world 
comparable to yourſelf? What, though all your ene- 
miei ſhould flander, oppreſs, impriſon, or otherwiſe. 
abuſe you They cannot hinder your ſalvation, nor 
make God love you ever the leſs,” nor make death the 
mere terrible to you, nor will their enmity ever be 
your ſorrowful reflection in beaven, provided you da 
no wrong and 'injury to yourſelf. All the enemies 
in the world cannot force 'you to commit one fin, nor 
make God your enemy; but you yourſelf have com- 
| titted thouſands of fins, and made yourſelf an enemy 
to God. O'the folly of ungodly men! Ho bard 
for” them to forgive a ſmall iojory to another, and yet 
they can abuſe and deſtroy their own ſouls,” and even 
expoſe them to hell, and after all can eafily forgive 
themſelves! Was it not you, even you yourſelf, that for- 
got your God, negledted your ſaviour, reſiſled the 
» holy ſpirit, refuſed ſanQifying grace, deſpiſed hea» 
ven, and preferred this periſhing world? Was it pot 
you yourſelf that neither loved holineſs, nor a holy 

- God, nor holy thoughts, words, nor ways? Did not 
you yourſelf loſe your precious time, omit; almoſt all 

_ your duty, and exceedingly multiply your own fins ? 
ho? the devil did his utmoſt to hurt you, What could 
de do more than tempt you to fin? And are you & 
lover of yourſelf? ROE FI 0 
F. All this is too true; and yet I am ſute I love 
myſelf, How then cometh all this to paſs? ©} 
Pas 4 | 18 M. Your 


N 
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. Your „elbe is chiefly dictated by „ue, little 
by reaſon, re leſs . Like the brates, you 
dove your bodily appetites; but you have little or. no 
care for your ſou!. You love not what is for 
8 as a fick man loveth his life and bea! 
zut abhorreth his meat and medicine. There is. a ſelf - 
love implanted in our nature, and therefore the teu 
commandmerits only expreſs the love of God and ou 
neighbour. "Bot the goſpel” calleth upon finners | 

Tow, care, and laber for their own ſouls.” Your ver b 
repentance conſiſteth in being angry with yourſelf, 
and loathing yourſelf for your fins. God intreateth 
you to have mercy on yourſelf,” He hath unchange- 
ably fixed in his goſpel the rerms on which be will 
have mercy upon ſiauers. They will ery to God for 
mercy,” mercy, when the | day of judgment is come, 
And it is too late; but now, in thir accepted time, in 
this ay of  /alvation, no counſel, ho reaſon, no in» 
treaty will perſuade them to accept of mercy. Though 
the minifters of Chrift, in" hit fend, brſeech men to bs 
reconciled to God, and to accept of his ſanctifying and 
ſaving mercy, yet all their plea other =; is, Ws 
« hope to be ſaved; for God is mercifal.” Like a 
thief intreated by the jodge not to caft away his life, 
bor ſtill returns again to his evil courſes, and yet a 

e bar or gallows* erieth out for mercy: Or like 
foe praying for an alms, but refuſing it when 
is offered. , "PE Ag, A y xt, 
P. You deſeribe à condition that is very bad. vo 
* — it not more properly be compared to 1 patien 
defring his phyſician to heal him, at the ſame time 
that be cannot be prevailed upon to take pbyſick ? 
men would have health without medicives, and ſal- 
vation without the ſtrait and narrow way to it. 
AM. There is ſome truth in your remark, and ſome 
miſtake.” [Holineſs is not only the ſoul's medicine, but 
irs health. Therefore to refuſe holineſs, is to refuſe 
both health and heaven. . 
F. God knoweth this hath been my caſe. I have 
been my own greateſt enemy, and have more — er 
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myſelf than all the world befide. Now 1 ſee it is not 
ſo eaſy to ve one's own ſoul, as I thougiſt, But be 
that will not /owe God, it is pity. he ſhould live; | 
God. is all goodneſs. _ 3 mM ON» 
AM. Oh! my friend, it is far more difficult to love 
God than yourſelf, 1 pt; he you, your want of love 
to God is the greateſt of all your fi If there were 
wore true love to God, there woald be more title 
to ſalvation ; for none that fincerely love God, ſhall 
" periſh, I know all men love God, as their creator 
and preſerver, But they love him not as their holy and 
righteous governour, who forbiddeth ſin, hateth and 
Puniſheth the ungodly, and neither forgiveth, nor ſa» 
veth the impenitent. If you had truly loved God, you 
would have loved his. word and worſhip, and have 
delighted to do his will. Did you love God, when 
you broke his laws, | hated holineſs,. and treated an 
obedient and heavenly life. as. an intolerable burthen? 
| You may as well ſay, that he. loveth the king, who 
riſeth up in rebellion againſt him. Is it not evident, 
that you have all your life been an enemy to God, 
and a hater of God? "TE Yo 
P. Bot ſure nobody can hate God. . 
M. The carnal mind. is 72 . againſt C; for it 
is not ſubjec to the law of God, neither. indeed. can be, 
there were no enmity. between God and man, what 
need of a mediator ? And will you think ſo ill of God, 
and ſo well of yourſelf, as to conclude the enmity is 
only in God, and not in you? Is God an enemy to 
any man, that is not firſt an enemy to God? God 
. hatath all the workers of iniquity, becauſe they are all 
enemies to him, and as contrary to his holineſs, ay 
darkneſs is to light. Let your conſcience ſay, were 
not you 4 lover of pleaſure more than a lover of God? 
Were not your thoughts more on the world and its 
| Intereſts, than on God. and his glory? | You know 
what it is to love your friend, or money, or pleafure ; 
and have you as much experienced what it is to love 
God? If you love him not above all, you love him 
not as God, If you had no eamity to a holy and 
| | heavenly 


"heavenly life, why did yon not chuſe it? And why 
could mn A mY divine teachings, . iatreaties, and 
mercies invite, and perſuade yon to ic? Why were you 
fo backward ? Is this no enmity? And, if yon were 
an enemy to holineſs, and to God's N. word and 
government, was not this enmity to God 

P. Never till dow d 

God, though I have often feared. that for my fins. he 


Bath ip it ſome enmity againſt G l. 

. Have, you not heard how enmity was pri betweek 
-the ſard of the woman,. gud the and of "the ſerpent? And 
bow ſo2n it was maniſeſted in the two firſt brethren, 
Cain and -45e/? For Cain wvas of that wicked one, 


cauſe. his wwn works were evil, and his brother's Tight» 
eu. Whence come all the eruelties of 
and the mültiplied names of martyrs, bat from this 
4nbred enmity? 4s not this bs woaclag: of Chrift's 
Sending not. peace, but a ori on earth? y we not 

ſay with Paul, on account of the wicked fiill batiag 
; and oppoſing the gadly, A. then he that was born after 
the fleſh perſecuted him that wyas born after the fdirit, even 
Jo.it-ismow?. What were any of us till recovered by 


-divine grace? Mes we were 222 wers recon · 


ciled to God by the . death of his ſon. that will de 4 
Friend of the worlg, is an enemy to Ged. The friendfhi) 
mics, faith 


of the world-is — to God, Thoje mine; 
Chriſt; which auen not that I ſhenld re over them, 
bring hither, and ſlay a before" me. ure not 
worldly . minds gad, fleſhly luſts bis enemies? And 
bath. not this been,your-cale?. 

P. May the Lord, forgive me, and have, mercy on 
4 wg: [ i. not ſo eaſy, nor common, to love God, as 
tou t. * 24 . : F 95 . 

1 To hee Get ith ll thy hare is the boly 
image od on the | Proper it of fo 
vit, the certain evidence of our — od Neis. 


acc mpliſh tiſis in as, Chriſt eme into our world, and 
| \ _- there 
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elf? 
id 1 know. myſelf an enemy to 


was au enemy to me. I now perceive that | all fn, 


end flew hit brother; and wherefore flew he him ? B.- 


perſecution, 


your, and the beginning an foretaſte of heaven. To 


Ld 
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thereby gave the moſt wonderful demonſtration for 
od's love to us, and the moſt powerful motive to en- 
gage us to love God, If love to God were cafy and 
common, all, goodneſs, mo 9 would be 
in proportion, — But what think dowing your 
es, e It that e wort: | * 
. Jam angry when I am wronged or infulted, but 
Fknow no one in the world that I with Ill 20. =3 
M. So far it is well, But do you love men more 
for the ſake of God and hisimage upon them, than 
For your own ſake? Do you dove your avighbour as 
elf; An anconverted ſinner mäketh bis inordi- 
nate ſelf- love the ſtandard and reaſon of bis love te 
others. He loveth not thoſe beſt, Who sre beſt, a 
moſt holy, and moſt uſeſul; but thoſe ſtom whom he 
HimſeMf-receiveth moſt love and honour, who agree 
with him in opipion, conform moſt ioticely to his will 
and humour, and contribute moſt to his worldly inter- 
eſt. On the contrary, a true chriſtian loves his neigh · 
bour, as you love the children of your deareſt friend, 
for the fake, of the parent. Have not you loved a 
wearer, and oppoſer of ſerious religion, if he ſpoke 
welt of you, took your part, or did you ſome friendly 
* 4 better than the moſt wiſe and godly perſon, 
by _ your vices had been obſerved and te- 
proved? | — 
f H. I cannot deny bat you deſcribe me righily. 
M. Did you never diſhonour your ſuperiors? Nor 
: deſire to revenge yourſelf upon others ? Nor endea- 
your to deceive or injure your neighbour? Nor flan- 
der, backbite, ridicule, or n Did 
ou never envy him, nor covet bis eſtate or honogrs, 
— ſeek to undermine him? If ſo, what was this bot 
finful ſell-love ? On the other band; with what con- 
deſcenſion, ſelf-denial and diligence have you teſtified 
your love to your neighbour ? What 3 and en- 
pence have you been at to ſave the fools of periſhi 
inners,. or to relieve their bodies? For wwho/o ee 
his brother have need, and. firatteth up his bowels com- 
paſſion from him, how dwcilltth the love of Gad in _— 


.. 
/ 0 


Proves GUE HW. 


Hol eafily can you your neighbour's wrongp or 
ches, his — or . iſon 

wich your own? Lou can es hi his wh wp and 

extetinate your o.]; and even con obo pre 

ment for a crime which you overlook in 

P. I muft confeſs 1 have finned 1 * the love of 

God, my neighbour; and myſelf. And * foe the ne · 

any of a better heart. 
On the whole, er“ think you rains of the bp. 

tiſmal covenant? 'Can 2 55 give” up yo if 

to the father, ſon, and holy 

P. O! Sir, I muſt have A ＋ z thought of it, bes 

fore I ſhall underſtand it well, «nd many Tear,” Jeon 

9 overcome all the backwardnefs of my heart, 

ieee ere 

| I like your anſwer, 0 not 

from reluQance,' or a inclins baden to delay. 5 is 

ſo neceſſary, cannot' be done too foon, if it be tone 

well, None can come after Chrift, 8 be hit Meins, 


without ring down firft, ant — nll | 
the very. 


P. Bat why then were. choaſradr ba 
ſame —_— were converted? ft 

M. They were n and” had wy inſtrpeted ia 
the divine law, and fotemoly entertd inte the cobe- 
nant of God, and therefore wanted no neteffary know- 
ledge, except that of che Mf s bein afoul come, 
whoſe coming they themſelves were And 
though their converſion and baptfſm wert e diy, 
they gave ſufficient evidence of a credfble profeſſion, 
by their hamitiacion, confeſflon, and peuſtett defires 
to be acquainted wilh the way of fulvaſiou through 
Chriſt, in direct Bro Pon 0 & proviiſing ciſtons and 
prejudices. If you have now' x diltint Knowledge of 
the baptiſmat covenant, and zre reſolved. to conſent” 
to it, and perform it, 1 adviſe” you! to renew * with- 


out delay, 
- 


P. I need the ſame preparation, profelios 


venant, as if I had nev:r' been tiz 

not have been better o have ie Ck 

Why ſhould we bs N wagen we 5 
A 


* f , th 
F _ 47 805 of Fry is the kingdom of God; and 


vg Sine The remedy by 
:. That period of life * firſt miſerable,- and leave 
vo vifible way 4 their recover by promiſe. and cove- 


2 dre the infants of Peer, beliering parents. 
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. Raptife is the door of entrance into-the gelpel 
Fhurch, ngr is there any p . or examp'e for enter- 
ing any other way... As For dnfants, they were church- 
members before brift's i incarnation, .acd be came nat 
to deſtroy, bat 20 enlarge church-privileges, . Jnfant- 
2 dotb not ceaſe with circumciſion ; 
or during the years in the wilderne(s, tho? the 1ſrach- 
tiſh children were uncircumciſed,. yet in that interval 
they were expreſily entered into covenant with God. 
Before circumcifian: was. inſtiroted, it appears that God 
ever joined the children with the parents in his pro- 
miſet and threateni! When circomcifion. was firſt 
 - #ppointed, God made it the indiſpenfible duty of pa- 
ents to enter their 15 ants into the covenant, nor hath 
It been ever reverſed; and under the goſpel there is no 
appointed way of entering into covenant, but by 
baptiſm. Chrift ava. mach di/pleaſed,, nuhen his diſciples 
Wo -- whed theje that wi eg c aung children ts him, and ſaid 


1 5 40 come unte me, and 


\bexelore he. as ft {til ready to receive them, whenever 
edicated to him, though be did u {then baptize them, 
browns the common ,vſc of n baptiſm; was to 
io after. his death and —— oeſi When the 
151 1 el, believing 2 that gheir children are 
mean more than legitimate, or they 


IS : wats not be Teperior to the childten of heathens. Ve 


.- . Tead of afofles bapriging -whele henſhoids. Indeed in- 
. Fanta hat 9 — * 


* the practice of the chriſlian 
burch in all ages, And as iofapts ſhare in the vi- 
Able ee Qs pr uman G. „Why | ſhould we ima - 
ſo "narrow, as to exclude 


Havt in which t ly concerned? How 
could we . 


Pr 8 W ea en of Jofpacs without # 
Log 


» But infants c cannot believe. 


Nor do they fin aftoally, and th . a 
1 And te they IL 2 they 


P. Bug 
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- P. But what good dotk it do to-thoſe that have oo 
nederftanding, to be beptized? ?? 
M. Kris 1 to have a covenant - telatien to God 

the father, ſon, and holy ſpirit, and. a »ifibla title to 

the bleſſings of the covenant; and if they die in in- 

fancy, to have a right to eternal life. Tou take a 

leaſe of lands for. your child's. li as. well as your 

own, and make him & party in the contract, though 
without bis knowledge. If he ſhall afterward thinks 
bimſelf wronged, he may quit his whether for 

earthy, or for heaven, whenever be al | * 
P. But | perceive in my own caſe, we ſhould do it 

better, if we did it with underſtanding. 
NM. Your parents ought to have engaged you to God 

in covenant with underſtanding: | though, your. were 
then incapable cßᷣ it: And your former baptiſm, doth 
not hinder your doing it now with the beſt temper of 
mind. All men are prone to reſt in the externals of 
religion. Many lay too great ſtreſs on the outward 
waſhing, wbo do not enoogb con dez the natore of the 
covenant. Though yon noed: pot repeat your baptiſm, 
yet the covenant-itſelf is oſtem to be renewed in the 
Lord's-ſapper. You have fivfully. neglefted the due 
eonfideration of your : iafaat-baptiſa; bat the ſame 
covenant is to be renewed ,upon your tepentance, and. 
will iatitle you to the ſame beacku,..though yon re. 
not rebaptizcd, Therefore: bam, renew nf covenant 
with ſo much the deeper humiliation, confidering how 
= and wich what aggravazions-you have neglected- 
f broken it.  I6d! 7 13.3 $14.42 77 Ma - 
E. Have you. any. more. advice. on this head? 
H. Ves; if you deßre to- be a-chriftian indeed, ler-. 
your eonſent. be to the | whole. covenant, and not- 
merely.to a. part, Be willing. to be ſantlißed, as well 
as to be oned;, and to-be ſaved from the love and. 
prectice, as. well as the puniſhment of fin. Take God.“ 
and Chriſt, and heaven for your compleat happiceſs,- 
| and cleave. to it, though you ſhould. meet with ever ſo 
much tribulation. in the 1 ent worlds Make no fe-: 
& 0 * 3 ; * ha *. 6 


— 


0 * 


2 exception or 9 is favour of any y one fn. Do 

I this immediately and without dil. And 1 hope 
1 will not be long before you come 2 24 
let me kgow your «porn e 
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he Minifter, anſwereth „ variety. of Bee, 4991 
a haly | and, heavenly life | brought to prejudice. the 
— Porifhionr's — {p. nun 9 


. . = * 


iu un. = BLCOMEJnet bbeur z I did not 
ſo ſoon, Now toe me | 
know the refult of- 22495 | 


Pariſliener. Since I faw you, I have had Sa talk 
with my landlord, 8ir . Do———, who you 
know is a gentleman of great learning, and he ſo much 
oppoſeth a you bave ſaid, that I am in doubt; and 
Fave * pterailed upon bim to come with me, that I 
way know which'of you is in the rigbt- -. 2 
J. Defire the gentlemen to come in- 
Genimas. You may well wonder, Sin, at ſeeing tas 
this morning. But I find your talk back diſt my 
hoveſt tenant, that he is ſcarce fir. for 'work or play. 
Ii there was leſs noife about religion. ä 
* M4. Why ſhould it be thought firange; to have a 
man's Mie hrs trouble him, after he bath long deen 


negteing is own happineſs? - | 
8. I never beard of this man's ſaying or doing any 


harm. He bath minded his buſineſs, gone (o church, 

lived'qui "a in the E! now {oo make 

doubt of ſafvarian. 7. *. . 
35 „ 
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A. Sir, L wiſh no man to donbt of his falvariog 
ithout cauſe, nor would T have any man e 
ſaving or loſing the foul for ever is a grand a 
Fac Gods the is the judge, aud not you, lain His 220 
rule of bis Jadgident, and plainly N ve 
> be will fave. 1 have . more with th 
mane Jem on ire how n is with his foul, aud t 
the word of God: before bas that thereby he mey 

m a Judgment of his own ate. 

G. Cam it mend any man, to eat him into: tere 
yors le nat hopiag well the way to ſalvation? 

A. It is not well, to believe aud hope falſely. Me 
that neither knoweth, nor feareth a danger, will no 
avoid it. The fear of the Lord ir the beginning of wile 
2 Fa "ro 5 wy tar * who OS 10 

11 bo e 
cull with 0 a9 and god fear, our. God ir 
a con/uming fe. Were » phy i<jan to tell his patient 
the angel of his cafe, if 1 doth not take his pre- 
ſcriptions, and. you ſhould: ſay: there id no * 
which ie the patient's friend? I encourage. his tao 
Utz and ad pan Aly fo falſe hopes, :. 

ſhould: From men to believe, you 

4 them to 1 and unbellef. 
here is no word of God promiſeth falvation to 
the ubgodly. elieving that we ſhall be ſaved; doth 
t prove it. It is vain for {your tenaat'to belieye he - 
th p Gag n rent, i bath no receipt to- - 
| 55 Chriſt will pardon and ſave all fincere be- 


vers; and to doubt'of this, 1 i 'Gnfol ' _ But ui 


: A * 


doobt is our own carr. | Df; x60 
Hoe men „Jou 
415 to ape ut, el m 
28 A hb to erte 1 at. 
pat declared, erily, werily I Jay. * 
to 4 inp „ man be's Aae, hi cannot /tt : 
| be cl Y God ; extept yo be converted, aud bicont wy 
bi chile, = fhall not fg * inte the rg dot of 
aver; exif opt 4e repent, ye. ſhall all Iikiewi Wal 
Would OM, _ > ſaid, it en = 0 teſplr, aud 


„ e bf. 


to be believed? Pi the gevil preich better thaw God; | 
w ben he contradicked the. Gene declaration to Ewe, Ih. 
| the day thou dais. than flalt die; but told her, 1% l 
not Jurtly ig Till meo deſpair 'of being ſaved with- 
" Gut 47 they vil never ſeek heayen in the "pa. 
pointe v 
. Chriſt came to 'aboliſh the law, and ſet Loy! the. 
goſpel; and therefore mercy _ better becometh the + lips. 
of # goſpel. preacher. | 
41 Re Repentance and converſion we eee ; 
Tho ee 20 p{dth Tar edpepnipes. Ao goipek 
miviſers, we intreat men to accepr' of merey, and: 
neither reſuſe, nor, boſe it.” Pray,” Sir, what _merey- | 
would 1 you, preach, if you Were a mihiſfter ? 
'G. Iu eld tell wen of God's mercy, and that fe is. 
| greazerthan' all their. ns, and that” 'Clvik died for fine 
berg, and to ſave all that believe: * * 
AI. God hath ſaid, ayithent by 7 ne mas ſtall Aa . 
© the Lord. We preach the mercy bf God 32 the me 
ti of Chriſt; - but Wwe 155 2 Ad, mit ir men 705 
Cheiſt and. mercy, they will increaſe their own miſery, 
Would yon promiſe them ſalvation without Irg. a 
forth Fruits ment for repentance * Ming: - 
wood tell them that a quiet and ſober religion, 
will be accepted, and thaj the HR you” make, ills. 
their minds With needleſs perp 3 
. O Sr, it is the. oi © God bimſelf; There. 
is no Peace to the wiched ; they have feu Ty hl bs; 
174 Peace, and there, uud ny pegre, When. Hall. 
Fiaci and ſaftty, il thet Ale ruion 5 wt 
yew, as irgvail upon, a awondn with "child, and they ö 
beate, If © fin- de the way of pence, why did it. 
down che old world? Why" did'nt A Cbriſt 
Way doch it expoſe te eternal 2 Can you. 
in 'yaor, conſcience be perſynded;' thar A. truly 22 
man, who hath'c W beed laying up treafure. in hea- 
ven, is not more. ikely to die ii peace, than one whoſe. 
life hath. been ſpent ig fin an folly Nick vin not 
tk at e. "W ren-. 
NETS IT» ad Rees "oi 
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Er death moi peaceful? Where then is the quiet and 

ſober religion you talk of * rue g 
G. -The religion L mean, 185 40 l. 


old de = — - £4 
iphbour; and do as 1 'wo de „ go ta 
vr eu and . ſay my prayers ; and, when. I-bave H,,.- 
| repent, and cry for. mercy, and traſt ia Chrißt, and fo.” 


be quiet, aud :give myſelf uc farther | mln 1 
few: 


Id. You have ſaid. a great deal in a few; wa: 15 
ſaying this will not ſave, ue, except we do it, If vt 
lu Cod, you. will love bis laws and government, his 
ſervice and. ſervants, you will love to pleaſe him, and 
defire to be with him, and Will delight. more in bis 
preſence than in all che pleaſures. of this world. Von 
annot think that man Joverh duch who.careth not how f 
far be is from you, nor how.lictle he. bath t do. with 
you. Love to God is. 20; Keep, his comm nta, 
and not treating . fip 8s, yousgrentelt pleaiare, and. o. 
bedience to God av your groatelt pain, and the word 
and worſhip of God u the groatizgroublers of the world. 
—If you love: your neighbour av: N you, will dot 
rind the poor, nor ragk [yourtenants, nor lay o 
undreds, and thouſands is ſports and amulements, Ja 
pomp and pageantry, in diſſipation and. riot. Vo 
will not ſee your, brother Rate need; and. ſhat up your, 
bowels of compaſſion from dw, Kill ay, vou love * 
God and your neighbour, . Non, will got hate and vi- 
lify the faithful ſervants; of God, and yet pretend o 
love God and them, Nor il you at a loving 
your neighbour as yourſelf, when you feel a fondneſs 
for your : companions. in vice. 4 tor your pepentivg ' 
when. you have finned, and crying for mercy, I. hope 
you do not mean to mock Gol, with faying.y0u re- 
pent, when you do got; and wiſhing, yoo had not fin- 
ned, bat Rill f on, and do the ſame; crying for mer- 
cy, but ſtill living . in; debauchery and impiety, ad 
hatiog thoſe that! teflify, agaiaſt It. Tro, repentance 
changeth all the mind, will, and cenverfatidn. To 
ibis only | have been perſaading my neighbour, though | 
10% lay I haxe troubled 8 
1 1 a W 


broke, is pence. 
5235 een 


N 


: 


1 
1 
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0 You west e. Sir, v3 e traly ptzeß lte "OY 
Jence. Under pretence of reproving- fn you: ume 2 


liberty of reproschiug chatadters. 

M. Ire, Sin 1 Wood dif- 
eourſe with yo: but 1 de it — e of ibis poor 
man, who red it. I am'perfaaded, on any other 
W you- would malte no complaiet of my diſre- 

ny mold you erped me to conceal the truth - 
ef God for fear of mortal man?? ; | 
8. Yo» would have fich and the tis" an alike, and 
we moſt ſubmit to make the ſache appearnnce as they 
40 dod have as little ſelf-enjoyment.- ' = 
MI. No, Sir; but death- will en level you wich 
common deft, and lee, ww wheſe all thefe 5 be wird 
. 7/1 © Tho' yon ute not called to are with the 
their 22 inconveniencies and 8fffictions, yet 
it is tiecefſary far. you, according to'your fituation, to 
 -Jabour diligevtly, und we ue 4 — and felf-de- 
nying, as they. Sale b. 86 juſt for, though 
powerful temptation to, idtcnefs and Joxury.—But 
ive me leave; Sir. to alk,” whot — is in my doc» 
K ie 120ndlefome to dro at 
or 
8. It Aifqoicteth- men's "Eonſclentes, 
M. Bot id what reſpe&t' doth m — tend to en 
a a felſe arm in the minds e | 
8. You would have them believe that God made. us 
Gs damn as, contrary to bis meretes; 
. If we believe the word of God, we muſt con- 
per that Tome wilt be damned' for their fins. - But 
*el} me, bir, 1 I geay ſalvation, where God hath pro- 
Wilel NM. 
* 5 You confine religion to a tankt party; and how 
will beaver be, if ail are excloded, whom: you 
by do cenſare and condemn 2 | 
M. Hebe party you refer to, be that which ſeri 
"'rallech' believers an 2 e . Toy, 
my ide that - promiſes of ſalvation 
"wer made 16 abs but tuch. All the world is of two 
parties; the godly, and the ungodly, Chriſt N 
| . an 
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gud exrnelily 22 ſalemion to chem, who are lers 
ein of the Ii d are converted ; and 10 #þ brra- 
 fures in 1 a6 to have their Abart there 0; and 
who. feet frft the king l of God and kit rig 
St, Paul, confineth it to them: who are zew:createre ;- 
and 12 the ſpirit. of Chriſt 5 and mind the my the 
Spirit ; and morzify the. Al e, the lu: and have 
their 2 in leauis. Are theſe the. words of 


| man, 1 
N. ny the wardof Cat. 10 eontradi Aion 
ne his nature; How incredib At 2 
few Dns, names ſhovld be. on the It of Crates and! 
all the reſt} of the world be damned 
M. There hath been no age,” + Oran of re- 
proach were not invented in: order to render the moſt: 
Faithfol ſervants of God; either ridiculous, or odious. 
But every: prudent man will diſtiageiſh 1 names 
and things, Neu, (hid: Ghriſh ”, his d N are” 
ye when men revile yon, and: per ſecuts 
_ Jay all. manner af mg wr as al rl for 22 
. They, of the was not worthy 
cue mocking. Bu: oe the ſake of << Ing * 
would not „ 4 "derided by thoſe who are them · 
ſelves haſting to hell ? - laſtead of beiag pied, that 


God ſhould ſave none het thoſe however ſew th 
who — bim, and · mind heaven n mare. than, * plea. 


ſure and worldly Papers you. dad better lay ybur- 


band upon: yourſelf, Will: 
| you tell tha * —— 9 a 755 . con · 
trary ta the pew of: his natare? Is it contrary 
to the goodneſs of God, to exclude Þ1 from bes- 
ven, who refaſe it, or prefer any vile laſt beſore it f 
And is not, God juſt; as well as good? 1» ii contrary 
to the goodhefs of the king to bang n thief or mur- 
derer? Aud were there-many-ſach, muſt they there- 
| Ore be un 2 If Gog ved a thosſand or ien 
- thouſand ſor one that he 1 are you ſure it 
woold conſiſt with his goodnels? And if ten thouſand: 
to one ia this wicked World were damaed, a it 
- would, act eee a, 


„% BI ALo cdu m. 

und;hypyy. in e fer, of the creation,” But while we.. 
.. are. ſo ignorant of 'theſs. things; bow very unfit ae 
we te quarrel with God about them Þ+. 
. This is faying ſomething; but it i. 50 juſtifica- 


5 tion of your- arrogantly. elaiming heaven before your - 


4 . 1 7 pet ple, and you ſay to us, Cu 
lier than 


neighbour; We ite all- as you 19 +4 gy geuliyuly 
| E Fran ho-. 
thou and even treat us, ns 'the-pharifee did 
the publican, I thank thee, Lord, that Fam act as oer 
wen are. or even as this publicath,,' . 
If any. arrogate” the nume of holineſs; without 
the thing, he is g bypoctire,” If yon have veal god- 
 lineſs, yoo are the child of God, and che heir of hea- 
ven, as well az any others. The godly and the wicked 
are. not all alike.” Avd me that bath the grace of 


-_ . Gad: be. untbankful fox i Thoſo are like the un- 


bombled pbariſee, who thank+ God ſor the grace they ; 
par gh — | ou. not they that humbly thank him for 
ww t they: h W * nk „ A 4 N 
8. vod are the true off ſprimg of the phariſees, a 
pack of godly hypochites, 4 generation pure in pen 
.. - 00g, e, but not chan/ee from yiur flekizsſe i in ſecret. 
you are as bad az-any.others. GENES v7 
M. Who do. %% mean; 'Sirt= 
. 1 mean all or moſt of you that protend to be ſo 
_ religious above other u. = 
. M, Would yo ye us das karde, fwearers, fornie. 
_ catots, for fear 'of being hyporrites?* Would-you have 
no man profeſs" bi „ hriflian, or a ſervant of. 
God? If you proſeſt ourſelf to be o veal ebrittian, 
are you. therefore STIR: Von profeſs. chriſti- 
auity, and, 1 no + Qur conſeiences and. 
Ives. moſt tell, which ofeus is the hypocrites Many: 
that ſear God, are fo far from, being pare in their owwn- 
5% that the 18 of their sas is their oontinual 
a and they ate, ready” to. conclude themſelves 
| hypocrjtes.—Byt how come'you to know. our hypocriſy, 
and what we are in ſecret?-If you know it, it id not 
ſecret: I it be ſecret, you know it not. © If our lives. 
be vicious, prove it, and. admonilh gs; If not, _ | 


4 * 


— 


— 
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do you- know 22 beats a le not God the 
— 3 if 
| ate h — ih is one whQu prof 
to be 2 not. yen, which is yr 
kypocrite,  be-who--bateth — in, and ſceberh- 
Gad diligentiy.;; ot he who ligerh in-dreakenncſs, forni» 
een aud all ſenſuality, and makethe jeſt of. ſerious 


— . — treateth the: . Chritt a. 
that are 3 
"c Are not Amer ? 5 
cei vt himſelf; aul ſaial hodhath: a e Why chen do 
you make ſuch * r bee . 
—_ others? : | 
M. Bat, Sie, are — Gnners-cher mall be Pearl 
in heaven; and fuhr that fhall go: to. hell 2 Sinners 
that are, and others: that are 20 Aud i 
not this beeauſe there are finners are penĩtent and 
teuly converted, r — 2 — 
ners that ori the: fleſh," te fulfll 
thereof, and 2 that ſtrive cto::mortifyi ſuch luſto 
Were they not all fiopers,. to whom. Chriſt: diſtiagaiſh-, 
ingly ſaid; Como ye. blefſed, and ge ye c ? Cate 
. The. — ia, that vn ate the 5 5 
and we are the pyblicane ; 2 
we uit ont breafit,,- ſaying; God d menriſu 1 us 
r And which of theſe — juſtified: of. God? 
A. Dos you. think. Sir,, Chriſt, meant a diflembli 
ppblican, who only. repented in. pretence Noth 
_ | juſtify hypocrites ? Qr; was it not à fiacere pepicents 
ho confeſſed hie be, and went bome with a new 
heart and life? And is not this all Lem 2 
your tenant to) If you. yourſelf: beuthis ican, > 
and de- li laauiſe· As. for the pbariſees, . ſet up 445 
tredutiens of men againſt the word. ob God, and made 
religion conſiſt in- mere ceremonies. They crew near 
ts God with. their lips, when 8 
him ; and were ſtrict io in mints ai. camming 
but omitted the 3 matters of the law, | judgment, 
mercy; and truth. N of the. 2 
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* — the-righteoue, while. 
| ———— — 8 bis —_— 


' G. They covered naidewer? choues, — 8 
ade ; and. ſd do; R vi 2:4; 4 
15 2M.. 
and I promĩſ ſpeedy re 
As for ing pry ws le he lng „or _ 
tence, wh it-reproved ? If the length, — 


Chriſt bimſelf centina all: igt rn. gc hack whe 


' are we bid to rait 
6. No, Se fall prtnce 
A. And is it not a proof 
nod laudable, when it 15 you _— 2 ks 
particolacly for covetouineſi aac — = 
!1:G; Tou are noted fom being a cores far of people 
You: will ndt-ſwear; bas you wall lie... 
MH. We: conflantly declare; Sir; -that lea — 
a date of ſalvation. Von muſi prove it agaĩoſt the per · 
ſons whom yon accuſe: — che 
labour to briag them oo epentance. 57 ho 
| -_ There are many villenies: committed feeretly- 
m_ — appeal 0 che condaQ: of ſome of your 
—— who have lately been charged 
pare Far 6 + and you are all alike. + 
77 if they fin \ſecretlyy 4 x are hypocrites; whom 
we == to — — ar 0s" — tg 
iy "and in he bend: of eniquity. If the 
| 2 — ions, and: have fallen inte ſome 2 
and enormous crimes; and have truly repented, L 
whether one fin- with! repentance, is as bad ac a life. 
fin without repentance ? Bat wherever. you, Sir, : as 4 
magifrate, ſhall nd among us any ſcandals of a ctvifs 
tian profe ſion, and 13 nen our 


beſt help and thanks. 

. You would tale: Ges fee, eee 
M. Every godly man is ſo humbled id the ſenſe, 4 

bis ns, chat he das him/rif in dir S fight, and 

daily confefſeth his fins wich grief and ſhame, Why 


* e others to ſiacete repentance, a 


pers. 
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ſelves are not 2 and deo 
to have it for our own temper 
* Vou 8 Che, 223 ry 
te im your mouths ; is in yr 
—— Aud 0 are among you ſo many differedt- 
opio ions, that # un may feourer Joſe his ſenſes by a- 
3 — than become a chris. 
my pariftioner -would carefully con fider,. 
both your done, and my anſwers. Certainly. oor: 
opinions may 2 when our religion ie the ſame. 
e 
opinion in e "ng: Axtroe cbriftian deliveth-the - 
unity, peace 8 — of all his bretkren in Chriſtꝝ 
2s to opinion, be ſolloweth the tight, as far: as be 
enn soderſtand it; but in doubefuf things be carefully 
. 8voideth divifions, bw or parties. And finde you, 
Sir, are not — rants en, 
6.1 — | being right . 
am n trons 
men — — cannot. be ſaved without h ankle 
| holineſs, and driving them out of their ſeaſes, Why 
not be moderate in religion, and live as oor- neighbours 
do, and as our fore-fathers have dene? What! Are 
| they all damned? Will you be wiſer” than all 0 
world? Moderation is good in all things. | 
M. To be righteous evirmuth, in its moſt obriow 
meaning, is to be ſtricter than God would have ws 
. deviſing a righteouſneſs of our own.,'' A ph of rn ex- 
actneſs is no duty, but a gre at hinderance of 
As when the uſefulneſs of a fermon is deſtroyed by 1 the 
exceſſive nicety of its compoſition., Or when ſacrifce 
is preferred before merry. We defirg' not 70 make men 
believe any thing bot the word of God. Will it fave 
men to be unþbelievers ? laſlead of driving men out of 
their ſenſes, we labour to reſtore them to their ri 
minds; as when the prodigal fon came ro — and 
returned to his father. We take that man to be worſe 
| than; mad, who will ſell his foul for” finful' pleaſure. 
We are no friends to melancholy, becaule jt js — 
wn. to the joyful 29 


2 


4 DM ALocovr m | 
we with men to have ſo much - fear of - God, . and! 


of fin and hell, as to keep them-in\-the way of ho- 


| linefs and - heaven.  Wiſdow-is juftified - ler chil-- 


drens de, for. moderation, we ellecm it & valuable“ 
fanĩt and effect of pradence, and we are real. enemies 


to imprudent and irregular zeal, Bat becauſe yo im- 


tine, Sir, that a godly, righteous, axd- ſober life is an, 
enteſt in religion, let me intreat yon to copſider the 
* Is is. poſſible to love God too. 
much, to pleaſe him æoο well, and obey him too accu- 


rately ? Hath God made any.laws that are not fit to. 
be obeyed ? Can you give God. mbre than his own, or 


more trut and faithful ſervice than he deſerveth ? Are 

u afsaid.of doing too mach ſor eternal life ? la he. 

beere,. who doth nos deſte to be perſect ; or can he. 
rally lone holineſe, Who doth not deſire to be more - 
boly? Wben, ue are commanded, to :c/ean/e .onrjel ves 
from all filthineſt of the fleſh and, ſpirit; penfeciag holi> - 
ei in ih fear of Gad, did not God. know what. he 
or are you wiſes than God ?- ly coy man, when 
he is dying, troubled with coo mech holineſs,. or too 


little? Did you. ever know any man ſo-holy and good, 


as not carhelily deſire to abe better ? Is not fin, the 
teſt plague in the; world, and the grand troubler. : 
of perſons and. families, of churches and kingdom d, 
Would it not be happy if there were no. fin, and 2 


ill. G m done on care a, it is. dane in lea ues 8.” 


What have yon to miad ia this world, that deſerveth 


| Eu care. and labour, comparable to the plca«: 
fog 


Cad, and ſaving your. ſaul:?. While the men of 
the, world ihink. end talk,. coattive.and labour only far, : 
worldly things, have pot the godly. a.chouſand. times 


gteater | motives to- be as early and Jate, as conſtant and. 


uawearicd, alone or in company, in thinking and talk, 

ing of their. Cad and-ſaviour,. and in wer ling out their 
ews /alvaticn?. Lord, pardon our flothfulneſs in 
doing ſo little, aad we will chearfully bear any re- 


' © proaches for doing ſo. much l. Phon art my portion, 


ay firſt and. laſt; my only.tHuſt, my eternal all! O. 
« leave me not to a Add. tte, aadoly 100 = 


* -. Ln 1. 
ES. 


= 


dale ent t. 3 


5 believing bert, te 4 cen) ie all mind, 
« to live and. die a'fiyanper' 6. 7 O05, OI - 
«© 4nd the churtk trium — in beavenly glory; and and 
« then T-wilf gever icin wick the 4000 of thy rea 
72 "and defigutfuf 7 Dein nor ale une bf . 
"; deceitful üſure “??: 1 
Here ir raptüre und n when'yod. 2 
have deal all, 2%, Sr, whit deed id chers of fo many. 
ſermons an@ prayers; ud if Sod were moved with our 
rib Wk fay MI nearer foo? Net wells. 
Jay well, * 40 ae ien | : 
M. ee 96 it is hy mie: 88e aod& if rer 
underſlood, it 1 that de to hien 1 have: been pe 
_ Hig your reader, add Which you, have all this 445 
ofing g. Let uns dr faithfully tabour\to Mink; 
755 Ne d wil, and fidcerely” repent that ever we 
t, ſuid, or did otherwiſe, und truſt ib Chit fer 
rden apd, help, aud then we are perſecily agreeck 
i po there is A War differeree between well. nnd ill! 
Ehaz only i» well; which God eommandeth, 2 o 
approve'ir or: bot! T bough- ſermons and; 22 
ded pot to moe God 12 we rent them, and; many; of. 
them, to move ourſe Holy Yeſhes in prayer 
excited by exereiſe. "What" can de more reaſ 1 
than af# and hav ? He that doth” not; value” mer 
we neithes reliſh it well, vor uſe it well © There 3s 
adm ew wy 8 between the graces: of-God, and 
our N 5 0 to — poten Like the coi 
rence t ith the roJucin 1 me” 
receiving” Ito as Tagg as Ea defirivg ri — 1 | 
prayer is) F the Wang; we owe to ths rekt bene 
afor of the World. wrong out thoughts, a Kaser or. 
words" be ved on u nobler theme, thag our des 
fed ſaviour,” our ' glotionn God, don heavenly Joy? · 
ſhould fuch worle be ever counted: a — | 
Would you have dv be afraid of: heaven, us if it were 
dre of corre tion? If you can feaſt gad wth wy 
Plays and read romances, aod'vever think the: | 
uſe us in-oor -numerour' ſermons and prayers, 705 wi 
you had felt bot ong n., of. God's: lr o 
hare. 
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have; enjoyed in beating af heir e, Lard, and is 
l do him, and. pri 152 8 
| t hath ever, been t ee hypoerites 
place * * p wards and Jooks ; bay where we 
as doxeto 6. 
EE ins LW Th gg ET. 
$0 boner God 01h our Lee, od ders all all ue 
| have. to him; that ＋ 3 73 Oh 
orie, and „walt ood ge. — 22 — 
oy label of — * we do on deny ik 


the _ of d. is done or denied to. Chi 
biniſelf; and that we mult, zr org e 


wnicats, for with ſych God is 
| We jodge it 3 1 callings, 2 — aur 
e 40 gin te he lat mecdeth y and got th 1 
aur 9 in ſenſuality or . e 5 
elothe, and jiuſtract the Nor, AAR, | 


always ready. 

8. "Good. words} but wh red b 
4. If men live det 8s ; profeſs, bla 
1 but their lives, He that I 


profeſſion, totmenteth his « . I Fug — ph 
his o Wos ame. Wbenever I baye m 
leAion for ang real work, of charity, I hare oblerr 
| je e devout ang; religious. have; contributed much more- 
freely. and largely in proportion:to;theis- D than 
ethers. | Though, 1 doubt. not, TS 
libecality, while | they. have but little tell on. yt 2 
ſeech yo to conſider what your own. w Eris 


haw:they will appear 4 77 the great day. 
| &:dreadfo]. account,. if it thauld then 
you have laviſhed away your 2 Py 8 
ae and ia various forms of ww, pomp, f 
luxury and:debauchery g while very IM EM employe 
for pious agd charitable: purpoſes. G 2. it may 
— ;be ſeid of you, eee N Ns 
outer dar, PT tt 
78. I ill talk no wich, you- 
make: me zrembly wick elixs. e face Ny pe! ag 
which, zop put 08 e eee 290.246 21 I. Bir 
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M. Sir, had you denied the ſeripture, or Yo life to 
come, oe the immortality of the faul, I 72 je ve 
ſoned with you in a different manner. Py wv ry 
feſs 2 a Chriſtian, I aſk boy one _ whe- 
ther, ſv dur tenant had never been * 

you — 1 vs Hviſe bim to it or not?” | N 

G. I would have him u chriſtias. 

M. And would you have him underſtand the eee 
of the dap . 1 ö 

G. I would have behave like a * 

M. Would you have bim ſerions and fincere , 

| G, Do you think I am rr 1 era 
ty, or for diſſembling ja it 7 

A. Come then, my parifhionr,: .obſerve what 
land/ord would "have you do, and 1 defize oo ae 
With underſtanding and feriouſneſs renew your baptif« 


| mab-covenadt, But for {your better affiſtance 7 52 it 


you in writing, that you m take it home with yon, 
and conſider it care ſuſly, aud cone to n deliberüte nd 
ledfaſt reſolution, 1 will juſt ad it, that yoor land- 
rd may object, if there be any 0 bo it tha di- 
. — _ — materi God the“ er ſan, 
2 and it it 3 an 71 enting'of my ſinful 
„ life, 1 defire now to give Hap tore, with all my 
6 heart and foul, to my reconcited God and father, to 
my ſaviour" and rd, my ſonctiſer and atter 3 
« renouncing the devil, the world, and the finful de- 
« ſires of the fteſh ;- 2 up my crofs, „ 
« myſelf, and 'following- Chriſt hes to: death, | 
„ may live with hien in — Slerx. “ % „ 
8. whom object againſt any chin you dave read. 
without ng.40 chriſtiasity itſelf.” Ood make ve. 
all betrer c ripe for | perteive we are net what _ 
promiſed to be ! I have been-oppoſiag' you all thin, 
while, bet I Sad my heart is ageinft e ria: 
15. I wiſh 1 bad nor talked with yon 'for you; _ 
diſquieted my mind. Serious religion nen | 
e e Keie. 0 


ur eee 5 


ecke zan gat Ade 


? 
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ru 24 . 
Miniſter. E be ge 8. deen, 1 — 
to lee you long ago. 
Porilian Ol Sir, 1 have beon Iy. affiided. 
| We-bave hada-violent fever among vs landlord, Sir 
E—— D „is dead, and the frevant that waited, 
2 him, when you talked with bim 
22 bam very ſorry. to hear it. "Bray be was his | 
temper of A os 1 death · bed } 

F. He told me, he thought: yon honeſt, —. that you 
had-mote'to ſay for your religion than he expected. Her 
acknowledged. — 1 on your side. He exe, 
preſſed a —.— 7 liking to t Bani, bees . be ſaids 
they didinort-re _ the ſcriptare ſo-mych, and when — 
man bath ſinned, if he 'confals-to . 5 e ' 
folre him. | Rather than live {> Arift © 


_—_ 1 think the terip tate was not vg —4 


wy Its melancholy to. tes bow the heart of men re- 
belleth againſt the law andigtace of God 1 As for the- 
d _ von they. confeſs all- the ſcriptores to · 

be the word of; God, vor will they deny any;tbing I 
have urged. upon vn. Indeed they take ſome books- 
into the canon; ky ſcripture which we.” think © ape- 
cryphal, and alſo add 2 great deal more, which, | 
they call raden, conſiſting ſo much in · worde and 3. 
aul murciſe, that the enemies of- trig godlineſe eaſilyf, 
turn Faißt. They allow their ab/olation; are not ef 
feQual without true re ace. od when their. pre 
Ratter the. preſumption and falſe hopes of groſs Goners, . 
by abſolviag them as oſten us they conſeſa their ſins, it, 
is bat to anſwer their on | covetous deſigns. I cannot 
ſee. how a man that balieverd the ſcripture, can allows 
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Himſelf in ungodlineſs ; for his belief maſt convert, ar 


torment him „„ö;̊ ß 
P. Lam ſure my landlord had ſome conviAtions upon 


dis conſcience, which greatly troubled him. When he 


-'was,firſt raken ill, every told him there was no dan- 
Ser; and To he was kept from talking about his foul 
and eternity, till the fever tock roy bis ſenſes. Twice 
or thrice he came to himſelf, and then this chaplain ad- 
viſed him to liſt up his heart to God, and believe'in 
Chriſt, for he was going to a place of 19s A d angels 
were ready to receive Ins ſoul. But Sir x D— 
Jooked at him with a dreadful countenance, and ſaid, 
«« Away flatterer, you have betrayed my ſoul. Too 
„late ] Too late!” Aud he :trearbled ſo much that 
the bed ſhook under him. 
M. How did his ſervant deen 
P. O;quite in another manner]! He heard in the 
next room all the talk between his maſter and you, and 
no doubt was convinced.: -but he went on in bis former 
coorſe till his ſickneſs, and then was in great terror 
_ eſpecially when he heard of his maſter's death. He of. 
den talked of you, and wiſhed to ſee-you, but nobody 
woold hear of ſending for you. Methinks 1 fill. hear 
how he oried out, 8 my madneſs! O my ſinful Hſe ! 
4+ What will become ef my miſerable fool? O that i 
bad again the time I have loſt! Would God but * 
„me once more, I would lead a new life, and defpiſe a 
the * of fools,” and all the temptations of the 
4% worl . XY 3 2 

M. What hath been uy temper, and how did your 
_ - Maſter's converſation with me affect you?? 31 
P. I thought the revilers bf 1 had ſome ſenſe 
in what they ſaid. But 1 ſoon faw their fo). 

M. It muſt be folly to talk . the wiſdom of 
God, and the intereſt and happineſs of our own fouls. | 
P. I could not temain any longer in doubt, when he 
was obliged to ſubmit to your argument. | 
M. What have you ſince reſolved upon? . | 
P. I went home convinced that | moſt. become anew 
xreature, or he uidone. 1 read over again and agen 


K. 
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ibe baptiſmal covenatit, which' you were ſo Kind as to 
ne J0r 


me. I often converſed with that 8 neight- 
our you mentioned to me. But my worldly buſineſs, 
amily-cares, the temptations of my old acquaintance, 
and my fondneſs for finfu} pleafores; made me delay 
my repentance, Then the fever ſeined me, and carried 
Sir A D——— and his ſervant, and I became 
reſolute to delay no longer. * 
M. O bow unreaſonable to delay when you are once 
convinced | What! delay to iy from the goilt of fin, 
-the bondage of the devil, and the wrath of God ! How 
| brietle is our mortal frame, and how wonderful that we 
live! ls the ſtate of a ſinner ſo ſafe or happy, that avy 
ſhould be unwilling to leave it ? Are and rg 
and heaven ſo bad, that any ſhould delay to be godly 
Can you too ſoon be a child of God, and eſcape dam- 
nation? How do you know but the ſpirit of God may 
leave yau to the counſel of your own will? Doth not 
every ſinful delay grieve the ſpirit, . harden your own 
heart, and make your converſian more difficult ? Would 
you a little longer deſpiſe and injure a precious ſaviour, 
and a little longer pleaſe the devil? Believe it, ſatan 
' doth not triflez time ſtandeth not ſtill, God needech 
not you, but you need him. You would not have God 
delay to help you in your pain and fickneſs, But di- 
vine patience will not be abuſed for ever. Behold, now. 
Is the accepted tims! Bahold, now is the day of ſalua» 
tion { TINT, ; ; 
F. Sir, I thank you for ſhewing me the fin and dan- 
ger of delays. But I was telling you. how God hath 
already determined me, I hope, againſt delaying. puy 
longer. When 1 thought my death was near, then 
my ſins, and AA counſels came into my mind, and 
I was overwhelmed with the fear of God's diſpleaſure. 
J 8 had but a few days to be out of hell, And 
O ! what would I have given for aſſurance of pardon 
through Jeſus,Chriſt, and for a little more time to pre- 
are. for eternity? Never till then did 1 ſo thoroughly 
= the evil of fin, the wrath of God, my reed of 2 ſa- 


* 


| viour, the worth of time, and the folly of delays. Now, 


Su, 
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Kr, ns God hath raifed mo up from s bed of Sickneſs, I 

coma. to tell you my reſoly oa, and-afk your Farther 

advice. | 

Af. Aflitions are not the leaſt of God's mercies. mb 
rod is kindly added to big word, to fix our attention, 
| 48d ſoften our hearts, —1 again adviſe you, to tonflders 
agd onderſtand, your -bax covenant, 

. Suffer me” To mention ſome of my doubts, bis, which 
feem to'hinder my covetanting with God. N 
I truſt to for the pardon of An, and which wi Way. and | 
o N ters, may I. be fure of ie? © | 

. Troft to the ſacrifice and righteouſneſs of Chrit 

— which te mercy. of Gad hath made the meri 
How cauſe of your forgiveneſs and acceptance, Four 
ſanQificatian' 1 falvation, 95. 74 yourſelf to God 
the father, ſon, and boly ſpirit, in the. coyenant of 
daptiſm, repenting of fi 7.5 turging to God by Jeſus 

Chriſt. - If you do ſo, God giveth » a 4 right 400 title 
to. Cbriſt, and to all the bleſſings, of grace now, and 

lory for ever. 

P. | have been a great finner, | neglefied my my ſoul, 
prophaned the Tord d 5-day, was 2 Art ard, a fornica- 
tor, and even a thief; for when I'was' a ſervant, 1 
_ — my maſter. And may all my ns de pardon- 
Ge h ſ@ many and ſo great? | 

Afr fins are pardoned to the ſincerely pe nitent 

and a belleving. But no fin is pardoned, where hates | 18 
vo true repentance and fuich. A fncere chriſtian need | 
not doubt the pardon af bis paſt ins. 

1 E fear Kall ſin agaio, and how muſt 1 

dan in time to come? I have heard that bapti . 

5 way all flo; bot thavgh . I wis long ago beprized, 
Tam 1 very imper fe, 
 faid. to waſh away fi, as it contain- 

* * covenant, Which fecateth pardob, through che 
plood of Chriſt, co all that ſincerely repent and believe. 
If any be 'angodly after baptiſm, they are by the ſame 
covenant freely forgiven, whenever Wy turn io God 
7 repentance and _ 1 1 4 1 
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P. How: muſt I obtain une n 
| * You mall ot only yo 7 
* You muſt not only g o to God through Chi 
for es ms +. but to. find Efron 40 » 
| 77 fu Ti 71 2 5 you 71 6 eig. 
„ can di all thin s, through Chrif . you: 
The holy Tpi 2d . * under Opn e. | 
ew your Kr and . and avimate your Aa 
ol L ith 3 1 ; & chacilh bis motions, 


1 I wat 4 as n the 
at mu 9 wy nd 0 t 
2027 pint. ad ezey E d by 


M. Ret member, that the Jring or denying the aide 
ur the 1 id our ſouls, = ing gene ago or 
puniſhments adminiſtered. by Chriſt in che preſene 
world. zit on the Lord jn the « exerciſe of faith, and 
the humble 20d diligent uſe of divine worſhip, which 
Chrift hath rale 
P. But I am afraid, T have been goilty of that fin 
againſt the holy ſpirit, which is un bafdonable. For I 
have prophanely. derided the ſpirit and its influences, 
* chal ”o ary” far ry | fo 
175 very ſin agaioſt the holy ſpirit is not un on- 
able; but only 0 blaſphemy a Beige 2 
they cannot deny the miracles of Chriſt, maintain that 
de-wiooght them by the power of the devil. 50 that 
the vn n 0 belonget 40 none but infidels, 
and to but few of them, | 
3 big . I ben hit have a Jet Sie 5 
io diſtingaiſh bie 2 elufions 
M. Lou may be ured} the ſales of 
holy ſpirit hoe only * 9 9 7 an ol Al enn. Nr ts 
agreeing wit wor a vcing ia un 
FA tay, He and L of LY: 
P. May venture to covenant with God, when I 
— very apcertaia. whether or ng my heart be Gncere? 
It is neceſſary to vont ſalvation to be fincere, 
* not to know your own 3 All that, God 
ere . us in our 3 with . ia, 
at 
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that we neee 
of nr tance we can get — — 

our worlkip moſt be nd — 
the fincerity of our own hearts. / 
P. What if my heart ſhould wot be Socere, and L 
ſhould afterward all away # |. 

AI. If your heart in covenanti with ed bee le- 


ſiacere, you will continue in wand miſery with- 
out pardon. aud acceptance, : you bare fiacerigy...: If 
you fall into any particular $9, you maſt be teſtered 
again. by repenting and believing, as . you bad nerer 


repented an believed before. , 29 you he God: 
prey) Tris take heed of wilfol 4 
woes fins, 
P. My heart is ſo deceiiſol, and bes ee 
tangled with bad company, and bree meg! __ 1 
fear my reſolations will all he broken. 
FATS on By HI to: eser Bor 
ar mond Rot co veu „ 
Von know fin is odioas, and its — 222 
poiſonous, and that noch Wen payEnv wosld is worthy to 
rie al God, and Chriſt, your own. ſalvation. 
will have you renounce the: world, as your: portion 
and happineſs; and at the ſame time he- will give it 
„ 0 your —_ erer his ſetvios, and f bleſ- 
"moans ſalvation. And it is 
bleſledneſs ee to fee few God od in creature com- 
fort, aud ſincerel 2 thank him ſor jt, and ſaithſully 
em employs it in his fervite. A few pence thus improved, 
be better than thoaſands of pounds, abuſed in 
fond divers luſa and lia You will ex 
greater pleaſures in the ſervice of God,: which will en- 
able you to hate. what you formerly loved Yoo will 
have the. example and coaverſe: of Beds people to di- 
rect and animate you, and abundane help from” all his. 
holy ordinances. You will eſpecially be planted-into 
Chriſt, and receive. of his ſpirit, and his gract ith be 
Joins for you or kis Prength will be mau pur in 
your weakneſs, — is abſoletely neceſſuy. 


You nn * eves. n 
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God and Chrift, holineſs and heaven, rater than enjoy 
the pleaſures of fin for a ſeuſin. Till you firmly: reſolve, 
you are not a chriſtian indeed. 09Þ re No, 
P. But I have ſo long been-accuſtomed to n vain, 
careleſs life, that I teas, ſhall (oon be weary of ſttict 
godlineſs, and ſhall never be able to hold out. 
A. I tell yen again, if you conceive of the life you 
muſt tura to, as-melancholy and burthenſome, you are 
miſtaken. ».There is no life in the world fo ſaſe, ho- 
nourable, aud profitable, or that yieldeth ſuch manly 
pleaſure. Your repenting of ſin with'ſhame and godly 
trow, only fitteth you for the comforts of pardoning 
and healing grace. Your faith-will be fixed on preci- 
. cus promiſes; on the love of Chrifl; on the gracious 
confſtitutzon of his covenant; on the love of the father 
in giving us: his ſan, in reconciling vs to himſelf, in 
adopting us into his family, and in beſtowing upon us 
bis holy ſpirit. [You will always live under the ſancti- 
tying and. comforting influences of the ſpirit of God, 
making you more like God, and helping your infirmi- 
ties in every duty and againſt every temptation. You 
will have lively hopes and deſires after eternal happi- 
- neſs. In all your afflictions, of perſecutions, and 
even in death itſelf, you will have divine -comforts, 
ar.d the hopes of glory, ſor your conſtant cordials; 
you. will live. in the communion of ſaints, - hear the 
glad / cidings of the goſpel,” fervently pray for more 
race, joyfully give thanks for irnumerable mercies, 
elevated in the. praiſes of Got, feaſt on your ſavi - 
cur's fleſh and blood, and oſten be rene wing your co- 
venant, and receiving the freſh ſeals of forgiveneſs, 
and new degrees, of ſpicitual-life, and ranged, and joy. 
What is tbere in all this, that a-man ſhould be weary of 
it? Is not gealineſi profitable unte all things, having pro» 
iſe of the Jife that now tz, ang of that which is to come? 
. You. tell me of another kind of godlineſs than 
1 thought of; I was afraid of it being a melancholy 
life, as I ſaw it jo many that profeſſed de. 
AM. I dave already told you by ſome are melan- 
| $holy. . Mapy id che begiaciog of zbheit converſion, 
41 2 | Kille 


Aille their convictions, inftead of freely diſeloſiag them, 
and prevent their own inſtroction and conſolatiosn. 
Pi. I defire to be thankful ſor the grace of God, and 
your good advice. Lam teſolved to fei myſelf to the: 
Lord in a perpetual covenant not to be forgotten. + 
A. 1 will go home with you and try-whether you and. 
can inftruR. all your family, aud briag them to the 
fame reſolotion. God hath often bleſſed his penitent 
and believing ſervants with the converſion alſo of their 
houſholds, as in the families of Cornelius the Romas cen- 
turion, Lydia, and the Failor at Philippi, and many o- 
thers. It will be a great mercy to you, if God give 
you a family willing to go along. with you in the way: 
to heaven, and daily joining with you ia his worſhip 
and fear, bt; 1615 ii . . | 
P. O! Sir, I bleſs God that this de Salvation is 
come to my lee. lu the preſence of my family I la- 
ment my finful life, and. defire and reſalve hencefor- 
ward to engage myſelf and them ta be the Lord's. 1s 
there any thing elſe you would adviſe me to? - 
M. I would have you take the firſt man's of 
receiving the Lord tſupper, a 4 publick renewal of 
your baptiſmal-covenant. Do: your utmoſt to evidence 
to your fellow-communicants,: by all your temper and 
converſation, your ſincere” repentance for your paſt 
Gnful life, your earneſt deſire of their .prayers for you, 
and tender watchfulneſs over-you, your williogneſs to 
xeceiye their faithful admonitions, and. your ardent 
concern to glorify God by warning others to jake heed 
of violating their covenant-vows in baptiſm, and ac 
the Lord's-table, | N | 
. I ſhall be glad to be admitted to pablick commu - 
nion; but | fear it will not be attended with the fruits 
you mention, nor do I perceive all theſe are neceſſary, 
M. They that were baptized by John, conf. ſed their 
fins, They that were pricled is their heart, on the day 
of pentecoft, cried out men and brethren, what ſhall. wwe 
4d? Other converts confefſed, and fared their died. 
publickly, and to their no ſmall expence. _ You were 
publickly baptized, and have as publickly finaed 3 
| Da. gainſt 
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gainſt-rhat covenint; and therefore ſhould — 
7epentanee publick. ' Ven are obliged to honon- f 
and ſhould 40 it as publicly, as you-ever difhonoured 
him. Zia bath hemefully decewed and defiled © you, 
and why ſhoald nat 3 be expreſſed wick 
open ſhame-?? You have enovoraged: others vo fin, and 
by ſhould: you not now lahour-to ono the hurt you 
have- done, bsſesebing them 40 repent; with you, 2s 
they ſinned 4 — yen? aye) Pace og were grieves 
with your -profancneſs- : ety ; and the mo 

- enanifeſt your copverion ts, dhe greater will ba thoie. 
rejaicing for you, and fore to you, | You yourſelf. will 
Have the more abundant comfort, in proportion to the 
eleater proofs of your own funcarity, nor only in the 
ſecret, but the publick fruits and effect: of your faith 
and tance. 48 * el * #2S bo 
P. You have ſaid more-tq fatisfyi me os this head, 
than 1 could have imagived. No! you-meay-'this of 


eve ſon that ee the Lord's @ * 
M. Tecra go there are ſome, — 2 be- 
gan in chil$hood, who by 'undiſcerned degrees have 
Advanced in a divine Me, and bave never openly vio. 
. tated their ba al-coyenant, 'though.chergeable with 
kecret ſins, N 979 — ſince e 
repentance. Te con 'diftingiſbing your caſe is, 
lm ſelow-eommunicents will be ſo moch the mors 
fre vent and fervent d praying for your confirmation 
and perfeverance, and that you mop adorn the: dodtring 
2. God aur {avjour jn a things, by living as a mem- 
r of Chriſt, in the communion of ſaiets, and' no 
more return to your ungodly finful liſa. As ſoon as 
vou pleaſe, 1 wall be glad to ſoe yo again, and to- ive 
o any ferther uff ftanee, 28 mall enable me. 
Ja the mean time, you may do as the noble AE hoopinn 
convert did, ge e your evay rejoicing in this, that-you 
ate united to Chriſt, avd ave juſtified in the fight of 
Sod from all your former''fne, and are-fincerely en- 
gaged in the covenant» of God, being % mors @ fran 


A and foreigntr, but 8 [#llow-pitiges- with the Jn. : 
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and ors houſhold of i Ged, even ax heir of God, and @ 
Joint bee nnd Ci according to the ee ee 
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Mates. (feral nh 750 a i gon re · 


nted, and both privately 1. ablickly gave up my- 
elf ro my. Gol, and 22 asläsr, fa! 
mylel, 2s it were in. a new world. 1 have hai more 
omfort in ſeeking God, than ever 1 had in the plea-. 
Lon af of lin... le grieveth me, that | I ſhoald ſpend ſo- 
— of mp io · wichedueſt. l am aſhamed, that 
och foaliſh vis ſhould keep my heart ſo long from 
Cbric and bolinefs. O that 7 by had lived. all my tim: 
in poverty or ſlavery, rocker than in abominable lus } 
Hd | not nowa merciful God, an all · ſuſſieient ſaviour; 
a divine comforter, and a covenant of grace, What 

mould do? [ ain amazed to think of the 7 ö 


Rate | was in ſo long What wodld have become o 
me, if God had cut me off in my fins? 4 
had ſooner turned to God and holineſs ! 26. 
doth now mag N. eo ihe 2 ard my wrt 22 75 ho 
my ſaviour, rene 
more abounded 

M._Bielled be God, 2 * talte you have had 15 | 
his . It is comparatively. ſmall to what, 1 
truſt, you, ſhall have in due time. You N 
upon the happieſt life in the world. Vet } muſt tel 
you, the chriſtian life is in ſcripture called a race and 
« 2 They are the 9 who . 

3 


— 
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'@ goed fight. They are crowned with glory who pri 


towards the mai, for the prize of the high calling of 


God in Clriſ Jeu. Be not forprized, while I point 
out the temptations you are likely to meet with. I have 
no other "deſign, but to put yon on your guard, that 
e eſcape every ſnare, and overcome in every 
Conflict. ' 7 

P. I have already ound your advice fo good, that 
T am perſuaded you will farther ſuggeſt to me what 
I moſt need. Ard as ] am yet in a tempting world, I 
have a great defire to know my partictlar dangers. | - 
AI. It is highly probable your ff danger will ariſe 
from deubting eur own fincerity. You may be tewpted 


to think your converſion way not true, becauſe you hag . 
7 


ro more brokenneſs' of heart for fin; or Þecavſe 
cov]d not determine the exaQ time when. you were con- 


verted, Satan ug lead you to conclude, that all re- 
nn. 


ligion confiſteth in weeping aud 'mournirg ; or that 
you have no grace, becauſe you have not fuch a lively 
ſeoſe cf things inviſible, as of things that are ſeen 5 


or becauſe you ſometimes think and talk of the world, 
add net sways of God, and Cheitt, and beaven; or 


becauſe you are not employed in meditation and prayer 
beyond your real® opportunities and eapacities, Thus 
the enemy of ſouls will labour, by miſtaken döùbts 
and fears, to make you melancholy; and will often tell 
you, all your religion hath been bypocrify, chat none 


of your firs are forgiven, that God is your enemy, that 


Chriſt biwſelf hath ca you out, that you bave finne& 
againſt the holy ſpieit, l the day of grace is gone 
. from yon - In all this he will have the greater advan- 
tage againſt you, becauſe the full diſcovery of your 
ſinceriiy -requizeth much ſef-acquaintanee, and a very 
diligent uſe of the means which God hath eppointe& 
and provided, ; | | : 

P. This is the more likely becauſe I feel ſome be · 
giunings of it; but what muſt I do to prevent it 7 
N. 5 ever attentive to your baptiſmal- covenant, 


ſo as thoroughly to underſtand it; and go no farther for. 
evidences of your coaverfion, than" to * 


- 


* 
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that covenant by renewed acts of repentance and fairde 
Study to pleaſe God, and abound in the fruits of righ- 
t:02/ne/s; reſolve moſt againk the very fins. which make 
you queſtion your ſincerity ; and by labouring to * 
in grace, and in the practical 1 of our, Lord and 
Javicur Jeſus Chrift, you will have te witneſs in your- 
Self, that you are born of God, i | wy 
P. I thank yon, Sir, for this ſhort and ſull direction. 
Pleaſe to mention another danger. 4 , 
M. Next to doubting your own fſircerity, you. will 
perhaps find yourſelf tempted to the oppoſite extreme 
of ſecurity. Satan will tell you, now you. are converted, 
all is jure; you have nothing to fear 3 baving trug 
grace, you can never loſe it ;, being once pardoned, you 
can never be unpardoned. If he can, he will ſoon 
deſtroy your zeal and diligence, Pas | 
P. I thought L bad now no more need to fear. . 
M. So far as fear hath tormene you ſhould refift it ; 
but you will need, as. long as you live, that kind of 
fear which leadeth to repentance and chpiſtian watch- 
fulveſs. You will always be expoſed to ſatan's rage, 
do the ſnares of proſperity. and adverſity, and to, many 
inbred luſts and eorruptions. You promiſe in the co- 
venant ; but who is rewarded. for mere promiſes 5 
When a ſoldier is lited, be muſt alſo watch and fight. 
We mult not only believe that God: ts, but that he is @ 
rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. Thovgh it i. 
God which worketh in us, both te will, and to as; yet 
we. mult work out our own /alvation_ with. fear and trem" 
bling. Chriſt doth not take us into his army, vineyard. 
and family to be careleſs and flothful. Let us therefore 
foar, left a promiſe being left us of entering into l 7, 
any of us ſhould jeem to come ſhirt of it. _ | 
P. Happy is the max that in this reſpect, feareth al-- 
ua a N W 
41. But remember this ; your moſt dangerovs temp 
tation will be to /n wality,y pride, and covetouſueſs. He 
tuat ſeriouſly thinketh on the grave, and the awful 
change which is there made in all the comelineſs of 
mortal fleſh, and how * and precarious our life iy 


* 


| 
| 
| 
| 


DIALOGUE V. 


wail cf all, you. will fee every party fo fond of its 


* 


ard what a date e it will be, for a ſool to ap- 
ear before a holy God under the guilt 44 dots 
nent of foch abominable luis, wilt pray and firive, 

with all his might, to 4 this world, as not abuſing it. 

Thetefore be at the world, wither the things that ars 


is the world. If any mas live the word, the love of the 
father is. nat in him. For all nat in in the world, the l 


of the fleſh, un the Tuff of tht eyes, and the pride of Ii 
5s not of the father, 245 . "Lag pA, $6), 
Feffeth awey, and thi luft thereof; But he that deeth the 
wil of God, abidu for wn. 1 e 
P. I even wende to think of the temptation you 
are ſpeaking' of, becapſe 1 have been ſo much ander 
its pages | Ad hate bo tuch reaſon to fear, left 
all my ſaich and prayer, all my felf-denial and mor- 
tification, ſhou'd not be ſufficient. . 
M. Your lively ſeaſe of this danger, and propofin 
40 yourſe!f the beft means for preventing it, remindet 
me of a ftory commonly ted of a great courtier, who 
not long ago ridiog bear gte, and happening to ſes 
a man that had juft Wen hanged himſelf, had him cur 
down ſoogd ohne bim; and on 'examina» 
tion finding that be hanged himſelf. for love, as Tuſt is 
very impropexly named, he ordered him to Bridewell, 
to hard labour, and ſcanty proviſion. Aſter ſome time 
the man was cured of love, and came to the noble. 
Lord, to thank him for 'faving his life, and reQify- 


= 


P. 1 beg, Sir, you will proceed to ather tempta- 
tions, if you laye more to mention. The? 245; 
. You will meet with much difficulty from rhe an 
happy ſpirit of n in the chriſtian world. A- 
wong the different feds and parties of proteſtants, 
you will find oppolite ways of expreſſing their frn- 
timents on every important truth of the goſpel, as 
well as on the far Jeſs important concerns of church · 
government, and particular modes of worſhip. la con- 


lag bis diſordered mind. 


ſequence of theſe differencer, you will hear a vari- 


ety of dividing and diftioguiſhing names. What is 
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own peculiarities, as td treat! all others with neglect, 
and too often with N and all the tage of op- 
ſton and perſeteution. „ 975540 . 
7 Is Aal den uucertain a thing ? Are 2 
no wiſer tach better, that io lier 1n/tontention? L 
thought their warfare had been only againit the world, 
the fleſh, and the devil, and not agaiaſt each other. 
Lam diſeourageſi at this ges. 
M. I had rather you kuew this before hand, and 
be prepared for it, that When you find it 4 reality; 
you may in ſome meaſare prevent its pernicious iuſlu- 
ence on your own-teinper and. cod To repent 
and believe, to love God above all; and heaven more 
than earth, and your neighbout as yourſelf, to ſubdue 
fleſhly luſts, and deny yourſelf, dad lose your ene- 
mies; theſe and many- other dofrines, are harder to 
be practiſed; than'to be anderſtodd; But many, whoſe 
chriſtianity is altogether hypocritical and worldlyi are 
ſure to concut wich thoſe opinions and parties, which 
dont ibute molt to their reoperation and ſecalar intereſt ; 
and therefore they 6ppoſe with violenes whatever feem- 
eth to be Inconſiſtent witk thei? worldly views; and aro 
thereby rendered ther gteiteſt troublers. of the charches, . 
and pe rſecutors of: men. Even [thoſe that are 
ſlocerely devoted to God, ate very deſective in their. 
knowledge and experience; and: too coafdent of the 
rectitude of their firſt appteheafions of divine truths ; 
ot they: are ſo weak in grace; as to have great remain» 
ders of . unmortified' pride, a, and. ſelfiſhoeſs;. 
and by this means it is 30 Wonder if the peace 11 b 
harmoty of religions ſociety is. too oſten interrupted. 
The, godly bave id them tov little of real godlineſs. 
When you have tried them longer, you will had tacir 
races ſcanty, their faults many, dad very hard to be 
_ Loos as Sly on bat .. n 
9. as them d bad as you intimate, how ſhalt 
I be able to love them as dinning? | I 
2 ſtilt diſcern the 
Y 


M. Amidft all their faults you m 
| wes and by-obſerys 
ad in 
a 


worth and excelleacy of real 
ing the mixtare of good an their characters, 
An | D _ you. 
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| u may bern many proficable leſſons, It. may en- 
| — your ideas of the mercy of God in bearing with | 
| ſo many defects in the very beſt of bis ſervants. - lt 
may convince you of your conſtant need of a ſaviour * 
| and ſan&fier,- and how 'innicely you ſhould live upon 
| the grace of Chriſt. ' It may ſhew you, how bad your 
condition was before converſion, and what an excellent 
thing divine grace is, that not only liveth amidſt ſo 
much corruption, but maintaineth the conflict, till it 
_ finally obtain a compleat triumph. I may teach yon 
to be very tender in judging others for their-infirmi- 
ties, anF ro exerciſe much forbearance with them in 
love, and to abhor à perſecuting ſpirit. It may che- 
riſh your hope and comfort, that your penitent and ſin- 
burthened ſoul ſhalb have pardon and eternal ſalvation, 
| lu may render more deteſtable every appearance of 
pride, ſecurity, and ſloth in yourſelf. It may preſerve 
you from deſpiſiag the. unconverted or baek ſliders, and 
excite you rather to pity ang pray for them; and may 
the more endeat to you ſuch chriſtians, whom you find 
eminent for wiſdom” and/piety, and a patient, prudent 
and peaceable temper. It may remind you of the wide 
I difference between earth and heaven, and make you 
5 more earneſt in prayer, that the ci of: God may bs 
donc on cauth, "as it i deut in ha. It may alſo fill 
you with ardent longiogs for that better world, where 
holy ſouls ſhall perfectly harmonize in one flame of 
love td God aud Chriſt, and where Gin and ignorance, 
pride and paſſion, oppreſſion and perſecution ſhall ne · 
ver trouble the church triomphant. ; 
2p. How great-a-privilege is awiſe and ſeaſonable 
monitor} [ was ready to think ill of the godly, but 
| you have given me the belt correctian. 1 
M. To think ill of chriſtianity, or godlineſe, for the 
ſay.ts of any men in the world, is very di nuous. 
| What is every degree of fin, but the want of godli- 
neſs? And is health the leſs valuable, becauſe many. 
are ſick ? Or-eaſe, becauſe many are in pain? Or 
light, . becauſe many are blind? _ Is any one in the 
werld ſo much againſt all-in, as God is ? ——_— 
| * e 


detb it. He gave his ſon to die for it.; He chaſtiſeth 
it in the godly. He csſteth impenitent ändere inte- 
hell. He for ever excludeth fin out of bis heavenly- 
kingdom. „ 8 
P, But could not God make men better ? Why 
then is the world ſo bad? . 
M. God could make every man an angel, and eve- 
ry wicked man a faint, But it pleaſeth him to do 
otherwiſe, and be well knoweth why, Nothing can 
undo men, if they do not wilfolly zud impenitently 
refuſe the mercy which God offerech them. _ | 
P._ You have almoſt anſwered another tepptation, 
which 1 have ſometimes felt, to tit it inc t with 
the goodneſs of God. to torment fuck multitudes in fell. 
When ſcripture ſaith, few: are _/aved, it is but ſaying,. 
without holineſs no man ſhall [ee the Lord. - Comparative- 
ly few are holy; If God ſave but few, where is the 
abundance of his mercy,?; _ Wo "EI 
AM. Thoogh God is perſectix good and merciful, yet 
it is certain there is much pain and miſery upon earth, 
even where there is no fin, as in brutes; and doth nor” 
a ſinful creature: deſerve. to ſee]: more miſery than one 
that is innocent ? ls it nat the nature of God:-to hate 
ſin ?. ls it not the nature of fin to fill the mind of 
the ſinner with vexation and anguiſh ? If an immortal - 
ſoul hath caſt off God and holineſs, and kindled in- 
itſelf the fire of hell, by its ſelf-rormentiag Juſts and 
paſſions, how can this fice ever be quenched ? Though 
God once pitied his enemies, and redeemed them, is 
he obliged to interpoſe, aad ſave the final enemies of 
his grace, when the ſeafon of 'grace is paſt ? If all this 
damnation be not only deſerved, but executed. by ſio- 
ners upon themſelves, why ſhould God be accuſed of 
cruelty againſt fuch eruel and_obfiinate ſelf-defiroyers ?- 
And if human goverament is neceflary, muſt not the 
laws and joſtice of God be-more neceſſary 7 8 
P. You have filenced my murmuring thoughts. - But 
 fince there are ſo many ſcandals in the churches, and 
ſuch multitudes that are wicked and miſerable, how- 
way 1 be. kept ſafe ? | | 
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' M. Remember that all this is no more than Chriſt 
'bimſelf foretold, as a warning to his diſciples, There 
Hall ariſe, ſaith he, fal Chrifs,' and falſe rophets, 
allo ſhall deceive, if it were le, the very eld. Alſo 
'of your ptwnſehver, ſaid an spoſtle, all men ariſe, ſprak- 
ng ber were things, 10 draw day difeiples after them. 
There muff be aljo among you, that they which are 
approved, may be mate mani. Satax himſilf is tranſ< 
formed into an angel of light ; his minifteri alſo are tran/- 
Sormed as the miniflers of righteouſneſs ; whoſe end ſhall 
te according to thitr works, Some caun/e divifions and 
1 Sontrary to the dofirine which they have learned. 
'How eariy did chriftians fſhew chemſelves to be carsal, 
and walk gi min? While one ſaid, I am of Paul; and 
another, I am of Apatlos ; were they not carna/? Paul 
ab afraid of the chriſtians in Galatia, left he had be- 
flowed” wpon mem labour in vain. And bow many were 
there in the churches, to which Chriſt wrote, who held 
te dactrius he hated In order to your own ſafety, 
-F would adviſe you, to keep cloſe to your baptiſmal- 
covenant, and reje@ whatever is contrary to it; for it 
containeth the troths in which all chriſtians are agreed. 
Try all doftrines by holy feripture. Love and praftiſe 
Holineſs, and your knowledge will become experimen- 
tal, and your heart aui by 4% vill grace. Lean 
f te your oxun underflanding, but be always humble 
and tcacbable. Be ſure to pray canſtantly and eat neſt- 
ly for divine teaching, and that God will guide you by 
Vis ſpirit into all truth, even the truth as it it in Jeſus. 
Thus your way will be made plain before you. 
; p. Indeed, Sir, you have made that wal © which 
ſeemed to de very difficult, I hope other difficulties 
will be made as plain, as 
II. It will be requiſite to caution you againſt mind- 
ing Jome parts of chiiflianity, ſo as ts overlook the ref. 
Vader the influence of this temptation, if it ma | 
jo called, you may perhaps be wholly attentive to : Buy 
but negligeat of grace; or magnify grace, while yon 
ſer light by holy duties, and the cultivation of jour 
inwerd temper. It is too common à miſtake, to oppoſe 
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one truth or duty to another, Inflead of makfug one 
happil 2 © how happy would 
ir be every ſerious chriſtian, fo far to mourn for 


fin, ' 8s to maguf 2 . „and rede and 
ſanQify the — 7 life! y {> co contemplute the 
wonderful love of God in Chriſt, and. che pgreafocfs and 
certainty of heavenly glory, as eo live it eta. joy» 
ful love and praiſe to our creator, redeemer sud fandtie 
fier! And, animated by love to God and man, to de- 
light in perſevering obedience to God, and in 
goed to all men, eſpecially to l that ars of the houſho 
of faith! This is true religion, ' 1 
P. Ham thankful for this caution. I perceive it iv & 
pleaſant ching to be troly religious. But I fear many 
good people are low in their attzigmenty 
+ M. You will alſo need to be as much cantioned 
apainſt coldnu/s and formality in Es. 
PF. And what ſhall I do to 2 A 14; 
M. Let your firſt and chief labour every day be with 
your on heart, to ftir it op to n Holy aRtivity- Sit 
under ſearching and animating miniſtrations, read the 
moſt ſerious books, and converſe mach with lively 
chriſtians. Watch ayainft that zeal which ſpendeth it- 
ſelf in diſputes for opinions and parties. 'Ply from the 
chilling air of love to this world. Take heed of wilfel 
and preſumptuous fin. And never be weary of attend. 
ing holy ordinatices ; for long intermiffions tend 10 & 
total neglect of duty, as continued langoor in duty 
tendeth to ſpiritual death, | | | 
P. O that your advices may be remembeted-when 
1 ſhall moſt need them! I could never have the 
there were ſo many dangers in the chriffſan life.” © - 
M. Thete is once that I muſt add, becauſe it is the 
"molt dreadful ; I mean the ramprarion 19 Infiteliry. Pete 
haps you may be led to doube, even the trut of 
ſcripture, the beidg of God, or the divinity add me- 
d acorial office of Chriſt, or the immortality of the 
ſoul, and a future ' ſtate of everfaſffog — and 
2 If you abhor ſuch „ . rope they will never= 
thelels occaſion you great diltreſy ; but if you pacently 


* 
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hearken to them, your donges, will be greateſt of 
Indifference io religion ma called 8 ; alle 
he that doubteth of all religion, can in a time of triaF 
take up with any, while. he is heartily of none. He: 
that queſtioneth whether there is a heaven, will not be 
much concerned about the way to it. He that hath no 
fincere faith in Chriſt,. wall not reverence the dodrines. 
or precepts of. Chriſt, "Y | 2 
P. But if 1 ſhobld be led: to doubt of religion, will; 

all ſuch doubts be equally dangerous; *F 
M. No. If your doubts prevail againſt your faith, 
then your religion will give place to your worldly in- 
tereſt, and you will never forſake all for Chiiſt. Bur- 
if your faith prevail againſt your doubts,. it will then 
overcome the world, will maintain the intereſt of God: 
and : Chriſt, of holineſs. and heaven in your heart, 
and however weak your faith may be, you will prove 
it ſincere. 1 | hs 

P. This. is comfortable. But I have heard that in- 
fidels can ſay more agaioſt religion, than the belt chriſ- 
tians can anſwer. : 
#4. It is uſual for young chriſtians to be more trour 
bled with doubts of. their own ſincerity, than about the 
nature of divine truths ;. as you often ſee larger and - 
older trees ſhaken- and overthrown by. ſtormy, winds,. 
when young plants remain in ſafety, The reaſon is, 
becauſe, the larger the tree, the greater reſiſtance it: 
maketh againſt the wind. God wiſely.ordereth it, that. 
root and top grow together, and thereby. the top, is- 
ſhook by the wind, no more than the tot is able to 
bear, Hypocrites grow in the top of an external pro- 
feſlion, but nat in the root of inward faith and love, 
and therefore fall in the time of trial. Not the- 
moſt ſubtle wit, but the molt. ſanctified heart, will 
have the beſt advantage, Young chriſtians, though i 
— oh may ſtand, When learned doQtors fall and 

riſh, ; | 

3 | beg you will tell me, Sir, how I may be eſta- 
-blilked agaiaſt temptations to infidelity, <8 
ee won + el Peypange of 


4 * %». « 4 


DIALO G UE! x. | & 


. Without troubling you with long and laboured. 
arguments, | chiefly 1ecommend”.to you a thorough 
knowledge of what you promiſed. in baptiſm... . _ 

P. You ſeem to make the — ovenant ſerve 
for all religious purpoſ en. 
N. Ax you believe in the father, who reconcileth us 
to himſelf by his ſon; and as you believe in the ſon, 
who hath. given us eternal life; ſo you alſo believe in 
the holy ſpirit, whom the father and the ſon ſend to 
us, to dwell in us. It is the holy ſpirit therefore that 
is the proof of chriſtianity, All true chriſtians are 
born again, and born of the ſpirit. The holineſs of 
every regenerate ſoul iz the beſt help to.a confirmed 
belief of the goſpel. . If you are truly ſanctiſed. you 
hawe the witneſs in yourſelf 3 you have the ſanctifying 
ſpirit of Chriſt, by «which he  ſealerh you to the day of re- 
demption; and this ſpirit of. promi/e is the earneft of your 
inheritance of heavenly glory. As a child's likeneſs to 
a parent evidenceth the relation, ſo doth the divine 
nature and image in the regenerate. This divine na- 
ture which is 1n you, will not ſuffer you to deny your 
father, ſaviour, and ſanctiſier. And in this eaſy man- 
ner you may prove to yourſelf the truth oſ -the-goſpet, 
and ſtand firm againſt all the aſſaults of infidelity. 

P. May the Lord help me, to underſtand and re- 
member what you bave faid | But you have- not told 
me, how they, who have not the ſpirit, ſhall be con- 
vinced of the truth of the goſpel. ORE CG 

MH. An unregenerate man might have been convin- 
'ced by the ſight of miracles, asd may by their biſtori- 
cal evidence; and may alſo of the fruits of the ſpirit, 
in the wiſdom and holineſs of true chriſtians, and that 
"the rightcout is. more excellent than his neighbour 

P. I perceive how neceſſary it is that all true chri 
tians ſhould cheriſh the ſpirit, grow in grate, and li 
holy lives, becauſe their holineſ is a ſtanding witnefy 
for Chriſt and the goſpel; and their fins will diſhonour 
Chriſt more than I ever imagine. 

M. When our bieſſed Lord prayed for them which 
a/ believe on-him through the word preached by tis 
eb Lis y ; miniſters, 


- 


miniſters, be 


aks heed ef trofting + your own underftanding. 
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urxed bis petitien with theſe remarkable: 
argumeste; That they all min be ons, a} then, fathih, 
art in me; and in thit ; tut Hhey dif Hay be ont ir 
wi; that the uri tay bier that: this hdft fort me. 
And the glory which thou gaveſt. mb, T'havr givtn , 
mar te ud Br ond, in ts ot e ont. I In then; 
4 Hibs th bits Hint they muy be Mu, pred th thi, d 
mat the world err yoom 4 ent e, a haft- 
erf thim, as this be led me: If therefore you de. 
fire to d#er66mhe „to hod6uf your profeſiicn, . 
and draw Scher fo Chriſt, ' be folitidus 6 prow in di- 
vine knowledge ; feſdlve to die, tather thun fn wil- 
folly ; be ovef 6 your Watch bd guard, 46 ſettodhded. 
with diiges; let Wer Whole heart atd life be given 
up te Os, ad erer employed ia His Rfvite: aud 


veſs, of reſo{ations 3 bat conritibally look 


"faith to 
Chriſt gad hir ſpific, as your duly; ftrengtbh. 


hos thay- 
| whe Lord, Who hath converred you; wat? you 2 | 


AO I INE” 


3 — a. fo. Das 
y 


214 i 0 6 U E VL. 


The Minifter fheweth Mi Pariflletty dne he may fi- 
© mend ſerious godlingfs 10 all hit ac lane, ſpecially. 
150 his famlly., - 


Misiſer, FYOMB, Neighbour, I hope by this time 
„ yoo have  aequired ſuch a meiſure of 
ſelf-knowledge, . as. to difcerd your on true intereſt, 
and what you, would defite of te, in order to your fut- 
ther improvement in & divine life. wt 
Parifhioner. You have iuſtru ted me in the nature of- 
chriſtianity, and acquainted mid with the ſeseral _ 
them. 


—— 


tations I am likely; to most with, and bow 16. 
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wem. k eth to me much wiſer to prepare me 
for theſe Sette hefird hand, than to ſuffer the fire to 
kindle of itfeff among ſuch gun poder a there is in 
my heart. They are Kravge ern phyicins, who rather 
chafe- to —— the” height, than to preſeribs 
any thing by wey of prevention. Bot let ms iateat 
ou, Sir, to Fer me with- ſome further —_— 
a holy Rfe, and be pleaſed to put them in . ö 

I fear my memory will nor ſuffeientiy retain what 
ſpoken in converſation, fo as to make a proper uſe of 
2 0 Nr divine knowledge, and more 
ar. wh m | 
F. Wha 104 of jnflre@tions do you mine? | ; 
reqeeft, Sie, is to have you diſtioKy -wrice 


ow your 1 96 converſion 4nd a holy i, and 
— 


un: ow to attain to it. I well know that 
the ſame reaſons which firſt made me a chriſtian; muſt 
tetp to keep me fo; Aud I bave alſo's dene 10 read 
R over e ta my family. 

M. Bat in dra bu #51 OVER 1 afraid id 
will be neceſſary to e fo much into a narrow come 
| fas, a3 to render it almoſt ofeleſs 65 your family, un? 

ia reading it to them you wilt 5 largely ex- 
Plaid it, as you go along. 

9 "hope my heart will be o mock whits 
I real to my family, that 1 wall act be ealy without 
endcavouring to make them underſtand it, and anſwer 
the queflions it may lead them to afl. 

M. Here then is the paper, and may it please God 
to follow it with an abundant bleſſing! Permit we for 
once to read it to you; | 

Though the ialvation of ſouls is of inbuite 5 

„ Portance, yet maltitudes think it at 'worth their en · 

9 iry. In hope that ſome will dave better thoughts, 

de ſeech the reader, to conſider and vi ths fol- 
« loving direction.,“ 

* Know rhy/elf. Begin at home. Conkder bet it 
is to be a man, Thou art gobler than the braces; 
Thon haſt reaſen, to rule thyſelf, to know thy God, 
Ss . thy end, and learn thy way and 155 


ns 
| 
| 
| 


©. and praiſe. Such godlin 


* 


- 
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1 Thy reaſon is the image of God. Thy holy wif) 

«© and goodneſs is the chief part of bia lm « and — 
which dependeth thy bappineſ. Thou. haſt a ſoul 
that cannot be ſatisfied. till thou knoweſt God; nor 
de regularly governed, without a regard to the hopes 
„and fears of future joy and miſery ; nor be happy, 


without ſeeing, loving, aud delighting in God, as 


© he is revealed in the other world. If the nature of 
4% all things be fitted to its. uſe and end, ſa muſt it be 


% with thige. “ 


3 Know thy God. Know that be is infinitely perfect, 
% and is thy maker and ruler, thy higheſt happineſs 
« and chief esd. If he be our ruler, be muit bave 
««' rewards for. the obedient, and puniſhments for the 
% diſobedient. If he be our chief good, we ſhould 
reſign up ourſelves to his will, and be all obedience 
4% and love to bim.“ | PT TAP WHT IS 
Lare what. godlineſs is. It is fincerely and en- 
„ tirely to give ourſelves to-God ; ſubmitting to his 
«© diſpoſals.;! obeying. bis laws; delighting. In him; 
1% de firing to ſee and enjoy him for ever in Heavenly 
* glory; ad, daily expteſſing theſe defires in prayer 
< is the improvement of 
% all our powers, the end and buſineſs of our lives, 
« and the health and happineſs of our ſou}s.” _ 
Nee what e Hate of fin and ungadline/s it. When 
«© men are proud of their own greatpeſs, wiſdom, and. 
„% goodneſs ; would be at their own. diſpoſal; and rule 
*« and. pleaſe themſelves, as their fleſhly appetite dic- 
te tates 3 and ſupremelydove the riches, - honours, and 
«« pleaſures of this world; this js a ſtate of fin and un- 
«<.podlineſs.” $1 81 NE 45 
Lau that moſt. men are ungodly. Men's hearts are 
“ filled with impiety, filthine(s, and, injuſtice; their 
©& reaſon is a flave io their ſenſes; and their carnal 
« mind is enmily againſt God; for it js not ſuljedt to the 
* law of God, neither indeed can be. This corruption 
« is'hereditary, and as it were, our nature. And a 
«©. nature ſo unholy muſt be odious to God, and _ 
4435 bag" 260 | « far 


* 
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© for the enjoyment of him here” or hereaſter; For 
«« what communion hath light with darkneſs e 

* Kniww'that' man's ſalvation wift be 'of grac- To 
% love God, and be loved” by him, is the heaven of 
% ſools; but all this is contrary to an ungodty ſtate. 
„% Tilt men have new and holy heurte, they enn nei 
© ther ſee Ged, nor love and Uetight in him. Aud 
* till fin be pardaned, and God reconciled to the ſoul; 
* 2 oe Joy can it enped? “?“ _—_ 

„ Know your inſufficiency for your own falvation. 

5 aifficuls Torn . Bp) ' fikehy heart to bes 
> come wiſe und tender, holy and beavenly, and ab 
« bor the fins which/ir molt fondly loved} And what 
can we do to ſatisfy divine juſtice, and reconcile the 
ue rebeltjous foul to zod F'*-- Nane 
Kue that God woth: not yet dial with you accordi 
„% your to deſerts. He prolongeth your life, and addet 
% innomerable merciet; thoogls your fins have for- 
„ feited all. Thus experience telleth you, thay; there 
% js hope of mercy ſor the children of Wach. Fb 
„ hope cometh by Jeſus Chriſt, who: is the redsemer 
** and ſaviour of the world, and therefore: took out 
* nature, revealed the mind zu win of God, cons 
«+ firmed his doctrine by glorious miracles, was hiar | 
1 fſe.f an example of, perfect rigbt-ooſneſs, ſuffered the 
« ſhameful and accurſed death of the croſs ſor our fins, 
«« roſe from the dead fos our juſtification, commiſfione+ 
<< his apoltles te preach bis goſpel to the world, then. 
* aſcended. into glory, where he ever li“ eth, interce+ 
«« deth ard reigneth, as the adorable head of his chorch. 
« He hath procured; and eſtabliſhed a covenaar of 
% grace, of which baptiſm is the ſeal, and by which 
% pardon. and ſalvation ate fecured ſur every ſoul that 
— re penteth towards God, and believeth in 
„the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The holy ſpirip accompanierh 
<. the miniitrations of. this goſpel. ro the' converting, 
*<. regenerating, and ſanClifying' the fouls of men. 
© Thus by a ſaviour and ſanQtiter muſt all be recon- 
« ciled and renewed, that ſhall be glorified wich God 


„ iu heaven,” 
* Confiden 


4 DIALOGUE VE. 


1 Confider unt ur dt the fate of gour own P 
© Are you favervly-praizent and: believing ? Ate you 
* renewed by the holy ſpirit, and {o onked-to Chriſt ? 
„ Without: this: thats ie nb (alvagiog, and i you die 
4 befove it he done, We, unte yd Try yout Rate, nod 
u follew the ſearch { If yobn ſaul is got u frauger o 
% this ſanctifping work, ſy te Chriſt without eny de- 
4+ lay, beg for; his ſpirie, Taft wr yer find, give op 
„ yourſelf entirely to Gad in Cheſt, and engage im 
4 his covendar, with, full reſolution. never to fbr ſake 
4 him. Deny yoarſelf, the deſires of the leſh. and. this 
* tranſitory. warld, 'and fix! a} your hopes: o heavens. 
4 nor ze tf} yoor £tecnal) happiticſs is made ſure.” -- 
„ire , fade eiten, By which br 
* hindereth your ſantißcatiun. de  whlh either. faggot 
4% that holineſs ie hypocriſy ; or debauch by flemly 
„ appetites; or. .koep in ignorance ;, or delude by 
« worldly hopes; or. euinare with evil company ; er 
« ſtapiſy the coaſcience; - and barden the heart, that 
* eternal things may. dvoke po. imp y or cenſure 
the godiy, as all of them mklaucholy g. or where: 
„ there | are convictions, labour to put off: converfiow 
6, by deloyry or where the neceſũty of holineſs is fecn; 
chest ſouls with ſome falſe appearances of it, and. 
« chiefly by intemperate zeal for opinions and pacties.”” 
ie had: of ogpriffing reaſon ty. Jerfunlity er divers 
% font. Love reticement. God and conſcience have 
much to ſay, which in a'croud of vanities yon are 
% unfic to heat. Reſolve to ſpend half. an hour duly in. 
deep attention to your everlaſting- Rate.” - |. 
Hie the pleafarn. of this world in their nearnefs. 
60 #9 dark; How: ſoon muſt ou bid farewell to ail. 
«44 that, - for which worldly men ſell their fouls! The- 
44 day is even at band; and dare you live anready;. 
aud part with heaven for. ſuch a world as this?” 
©. Concemplaie the nature of the: life e c. Think 
% what it 18 for 4 ſoul to appear before. the 2 
«« God, and be judged to endleſe jay or miſery. 
* the devil tempt you to doubt of iuch & lite, — | 
- . 


- 
* . 
US! a 6 - 
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<6 der that rexfon; ſvripture, and hiv own ienoptations, = 
4 are witneſſes agein i Bia: a $9 A * 

« 057 mens ho ww come 
op — 


te wretohes, do t der Sent 
4 ſpeak welt of i, vi their Nes — 


« in Tove to God, tes e hiv law?" = | 
c 


% then magnify ut, weklit and, honour?” 
„not tather die hike mortified ſaints; than | 
« ſinners? See and leon his, Oman! and bo" wiſe 
As bn time. 1s. | 434/718 ESO 
«. Think l, | AN 
« heir holenc6. at manner of life did apettice Vive, 
< and' alli the faſnts' and martyrs? Did they malte a 
Jeſt 6f 'holinefs, or dure to perſeeuta it? Aud id be : 
©. not (Wconfentined, ''who honovuretle the ent of 
© faints, hot c not imivace them © + |» 
-«« Difltnyuif# well bereviex's c and 16: 
* and briveen' i youth | as enroll er (in, Do 
4 2 ehriftian- bal excel” in 'opinion ? "Melt 4. the 
v pnholy' chriſtian faffer more Wan the beathen 7 Is 
* 4 3 chriſtlan an te; white the 
is fiacere dd his profeſffior f How base ib that 
4 N55 „ which omy ſewerh to condemn men, be- 
4 en their lives td eg e ton 8 
* . trough the dr, policy the m of reli: 


Mey fer. 3 parties go contrower ies. How many 


« think themſelves religious; fur their neelove 'talk, 
© pecalier notions, or their diſtingeiing fe! How 
« often »-edifyivg diſcoueſo turned into unprofundle 
> Jaw op; The” Da reſol ve 8 
< aniwer ove on, caſtly kao 
„ the true * for J ae whith Chrift and 
« his apoſtles aht, which ſeripture 7 equireth, and” 
*in which all chriſtfans are agreed; 171 is 1 22 
* then pencaabib, molt puitoat and heavenly 
« charitable,” 1 
a 222 ane and — Ie an 
8 n ſobsiety, and 2225 How can 
* they- be wiſe ſor you, he are "fooliſh for them- 
- 4 ſelves? Or have pity on your ſoul, who have no 


os pity 


ww mates Nu.. 


13 
8 


6 = 


<, pity.-0n- their own? Wil- they help yd te beavenz 


„ who are making ſuch haſte to hell ? Chuſe better 


% companions, af you' would be better.“ a 


Once wore, judge wot of a holy bi by due 


D 


« Try, and then Judge. Reſolutely and entirely give 
- op. yourlelf to God, as your reconciled Father i to 
Chriſt, as your, ſaviour; and * holy ſpirit, 28 


— 
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nant, Every blefivg will then be your own. You 


miniſters and chriſtians to aſſiſt you with their coun- 
„ ſels and prayers, angels to E on, divine pro- 
miſes for your cordials, and the ſpirit of promiſe 
4 to dwell in. you... When 2 leave this world. your 
4 ſaviour will receive. your {ul to the participation of 
** his glory, and afterward raiſe and refine. your body, 


© and juſtify you. before the world, and make hon equal 


© .to angels, and, you ſhall live for ever io the glori- 
& ous ſight and perfect love of God. This is the end 
«© of faith and bolineſs.. But if you harden your beart, 
and refuſe metey, then everlaſting wo will be your 
“ portion, and there will be no temed x. 
% Naw, Reader. l beg of yon, and beg of God that 
« theſe few. words. may fink into your, heart. Think, 
<< as.one that muſt ſhortly die, who deſerveth your love 
and obedience mote than God ? Or your thaokful 
4 remembrance more than Chriſt? Or your care and 
« diligence more than your owa ſalvation 2. ls there 
©& any felicity more deſirable than beaven? Or any mi- 
1 fery more terrible than bell? Lknow too many are 


: lavghing at theſe things, and reproaching the godly, 


© and amidſt all their vain amuſements ate ſaying, they 
© truſt Cod with their ſouls, and hope to be ſaved with» 
« ont ſo much ado. But if God and conſtience witneſa 
«« agaiaſt fin, and for a holy life, ] beſeech you never to 
regard their gainſayings, who will ſoon be glad to eat 
© their words, and will wiſh they had lived a holy life, 
„though it had coſt them the greateſt ſhame and ſuf- 


e feriog this world could inflict, - O man! reſolve im- 
1 Br, 5 1 Fre „ mediatel 
1 | 5 N 1 LR #F | * 4 | * 10 . ' * 


your ſanctifier, ia the bonds of an everlaſting cove- 
will have grace to help, merey to pardon, the beſt 


| 


| 
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* mediately and urchangeably, and God will be your's 
„ and you ſhall be his for ever. Ame?! + 
P. Sir, I beartily thank you. This paper. is the 


very thing I wiſhed for; and may God help me to 


make a good uſe of it! If I ſhould be ſo happy as te 
ſee my family awakened to a ſenſe of their need of 
ho'ineſs, while 1 read and explain to them theſe di- 
rections, I ſhall theo be deſitous of giving; them. fur 
ther help, by ſetting before them the particular dus is 
of a chriſtian life. Though I have attained, by the 
bleſing of God upon . your inſtructions, 10 ſome know- 
ledge; yet I much want your aflifance.in leading me 
to a clearer knowledge of every part of my duty, both 
to my own ſoul, and 40 the ſouls in my houſe, and how 
one part of duty is connected wih another. And if 
ſuch ĩnſtruction was — me in writing, it might 
be exceedingly uſeſal both to me and my ami. 
II. GP friend, this additional (requeſt is, fo 
tes ſonable, that I know not ho to deny you, | have 
here another paper, in which 1 hope, you will find your 
de fire gratiſed. I will read it, and leave it with ou. 
When men have begun à religions liſe, they have 
„ much more yet to do. All bloſſoms are not fruite 
44 ful, nor doth all fruit come to perſection. Many 
* ſouls fall away, who bad . begianiogs, 
* Many diſhonour- Chriſt, grieve their faithful miniſ- 
ters, and diſturb the peace. of the church, by their 
2% ignorance, errors: and contestione. Many. by their 
„ irregular nz are a burthen to neighbourhoods 
44 and families, and to themſelves alſo. - Whereas real 
„ chiiſtianity is 2 life of ſuch holy light gad love, 
“ ſach purity and peace, as demandeth the admira- 
ee tion and reverence of all men, and rendereth ch, iſ- 
«« tians eminenty uſeful and amiable, to each other, 
++ and bappy ia themſelves. ,'To promote theſe im- 
96 yp urpoſes, . let the duties of a chriſtian life 
„ be attended to, under the following heads” - 
Let chrifiian dofirine lie clear and diflin? in your 
** naderfianding- and memory.. This will eitabliſh you 
„again ſedaction and infidelity, and will be always 
1 65 [TFT „ preſent 


* 
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+ preſent with-you. for your falp-in_ every grace aud 
2 like the fill of an 21 in performing 

Werk be undestaketk. For want of this, — 
. may tos cali 


_ Gi ry ie. 


and 


. 
n | When you 
„ think of 60, infwamiyy, awd bon, think. alſo 
* of bi oning, ' faattifpiog, and all-feficient 
4 et his — and porſect bo 


_ « gliveys before n yeurirule Go ta bim in all 
«© your-Jouby aud frars, and tobe him as (the: ſpring 
of your life, ſtrengeh, and. Joy, und lite upon bim, 
< znd by him. Wüen you die, refign | yanr foul to 
« him; thet you'may % h Amr autere he 52; 

% Belieus id Heis, ſo wx 10 „ and: af by 
© Zim, as the bowy doth" by a foul; Vow are for this 


„ very n name. The fpirit; 

* having iodived the goſpel; and! fealedthe truth of 
it by miracles, doth thereby regenoracs and govern 
« al} true” believers, ' He'1s. not now: given: to: reveal 
„ new dofrines, bat ro-enadlo'ys'/ro-andariiacd and 
% obcy what is revealed. Abs the ſam by its (meet aον 
© ſecret influences produceth und acurifheth natural; 
„ ſo doth the holy ſpiric: our ſpirizual like, In the 
« ſtrength, and vader the goidance ofthe: ſpimt, you 
„% muſt believe, love, pray, aud-even-manage-all your 
„ common concerns, that holinsſs an thr: lar may be 
written upon anl., “ NM ie itt * 
% Live wholly % God, Let ſaith and hope: in him; 
* and love to him, be daily exerciſed.” Make vie of 
„the ſon and ſpirit to head you to the daches 5 and 
* of faith in Chriſt to-khiodle and keep alive the love 
„ of God, Neither know, deſire, nor love any. cxea» 
% ture, but purely in ſubordination. to God. __ 
* nothing 


a n * y- _— = * 


1M at af 


::. . . ˙ 


« him more. Let love be the ſoul and end of ever) 
© other duty. Place your religion in the love of God, 
« or in what leadeth to it, or is produced by it.“ 


% Daily delight in the belief and hoprr of heavenly 
©«.oJory. On earth the fight of God is as in a'glaſs; 

Þor when we behold the glory of God in heaven, the 
« delights of love to him will be perfect. On earth. 
« your defires may exceed your hopes. Look not for 
* mount Zion in the wilderneſs, Chrift reigneth on 
« earth, as Moſer in the camp, only to guide us to 
the land of promiſe. Our perſect blefſedneſs will de 


40 


« there, Where the kingdom is delivered up to the father, 
« and where God is / in aff, How can you trave 


«© one whole day to ſuch an ead, and ever think of the 
« place, to wiach you are going? When earth is at 
« its beſt, it will not be heaven. You live by faith 


* only in proportion as you live for heaved in ſeeking 
« it, or pon heaven in hope and joy. | 
« Strive to make religion always pleaſant: Often 


&« look to God and heaven, to Chtift and the ſpiyit, to 
« — and to mercies received. Think hov un- 
66 


coming and injurious it is to your profeſſion, to 


% hope for heaven, and yet live as mournfully, as thoſe 
«© that have no bigher hopes than earth. How . 


« jr fill you with joy, to think of living in the joys 
„% heaven for ever! Eſpecially rejoice when the meſ- 


e ſengers of death tell you tkat your eternal joy is 


„% nigh. Abhor all ſuggeſtions which would make re- 


« ligwn ſeem a tedious life, either to yourſelf, or o- 


% thers. The bypocrite forceth and frameth bis reli- 
« gion to his carnal pleaſures; but oor hearts muſt 


« have a holy ſuitableneſs to the pleaſure of religion.“ 


„% Hatch againſt this flattering deluſrve world. Satan 
«+ puts the I 


© ia the balance againſt God, and holineſs, aud hea- 
„ven. The bait * while reaſon is aſlegy, 
| & { 


2 
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« nothing proſperity or'pleaſure but his love ; nor an 
« thing adverfity or miſery but his frowns, See the old 


« ſerpent in all thoſe who would allure, or affright yo 
« from your duty to God. Fear God mach, but love 


caſure, wealth, and honour of this world 


„ 


"4 
_ 
4 
ll 


| 44, and thereby is made a ſlave to ſenſuality, Both® 


danger o 
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our reaſon and faith are weals, if ſor the pomps and 
4©-vanities of this world we can forget:God and our 
4% ſouls, death and judgment, heaven and hell, and 
4 even deliberately -command them to ſtand by. 
4% Fear the world, when it ſeemeth ſweet and amiable! 

4% Love it dot. if yau. would love God and your- o 


, ſalvation.“ 


«* Crucify the fleſh. The tears and forroms of many 
4 years. may perhaps not repair the loſs occaſioned by 
% one tranſient-indulgence ; as was the caſe of David, 
% and, many others. Know. what luſt you are moſt in 
and there ſet your ſtrongeſt watch, and 
«© make it your daily, buſineſs to mortify it. Depend | 
4% not merely on — 52 but ff from — 
4 touch not, nor look on the temptiag bai 
4 vaſt miſeries come from ſmall beginnings! Temp- 
4 tatians lead. to ſin, and ſmall ſins to greater; and 


40. 724 hell are not to be played with. Open | pg ka” 
| av 


or ſnare. to ſome friend, that ons: may 
"5 9 — * ” > 
fy Aria watch ener & mend and thoughts. 
4 To iki: 3 preſerve a ten r.conſcience, and well - 
1 regulated afleRions, Know well the fins and du- 
4 ties. of the tongue, that Lyon mey avoid the one, and 
« diſcharge. the other. Your innocence: and _ 
% mpch- depend on this part oſ ſelf. government ; nor 
*. leſs, on, the government of your thoughts. Furniſh 


= yourſelf wit ons for meditation, and often retire 


4+ or 2 . Hot take heed: of over-ſtretchi 


p muſings, nor let them be 
86 5 touts by de — Anat n" > vanities, Be con- 5 


5 fiderate; dwell much at home; and moſt intimately 
#* converſe. with your God and conſcience. He was 


„ never wiſe, or good, or happy. who was a ſtranger 


* * ſober add impartial; conhderation. How to be 
je „to do gocd, and finally enjoy good, muſt de 
4% the e of all our thoughts, Keep them flrſt holy. 
40 then chaſte and charitable, and impediatsly check | 
o : 
66 Carefully 


* 


— 


% Carefully and ili retleem time. What haſte, 
« doth it make? How ſeon will it be gone? How. 
* highly will it de valued, when a moment of it can» 
„ not be recalled ? What important buſineſs have we 
4 to do, though we ſhould live a. thouſand: years f. 
« Spend time as-men. that are, going out of the world, 
Let not health deceive you is IG of living 
% long, Compate your expence of time, and redeem ' 
% it from ſleep and idleneſs from curioſity and com- 
% pliment, fram unneceſſary recreation, and even from 
bs fach inferior good as would hinder a greater. Sq 
„ ſpend time, that you may comfortably review it, 
vs when it is gone, and in the neareſt views of eter- 
40 nity. | | | 3 8 

% Laue your neighhaur at yourſe/f. Abhor all that 
« ſelfiſhneſs, pride, and paſſion, which are the ene- 
„ mies of love ; and thoſe opinions, parties, and back 
* bicings, which would _—— Take him for 
% Satan's meſſenger, who ſpeakceth evil of another, 
% without a juſt cauſe. Let the publick good, and the 
% ſalvation of men, be your bufineſs, and not an 
« accidental. affair. And what you are not able to do 
« yourſelf,; perſuade others to do.” Feds e e 
Dale heed of Spiritual prige. If you over - value 
% your'own underſtanding, you will treat your crude 
„ conceptions and groſs miſtakes as if they were goſ» 
«+ pe-truths ; and inſtead of having compaſſion on the 
« welk, — will deſpiſe your teachers, cenſure all 
« that differ from you, perſecute them as far as you 
% have power, and think all thofe intolerable, who 
% will not take you. for an oracle. The church hath 
„% always ſoffered by ſach proud, peeviſh, and unruly 
* profeſſors. on the. one band, as well as by the profane 
* on the other. Take heed of both. When conten: 
«© tions are riſing, be you quiet and ſilent, and keep -_ 
„up « zeal ſor love. and peace. 

% Make conſcience of relative dutiet. Honour and 
* obey 83 and other ſuperiors. Neither deſpiſe, 
„nor teſiſt government. = you ſuffer uryultly, * 


CLE 


— 
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« it patiently, and inſtead of murmuring and rebel- 
4 ling, reform yourſelf, and commit your all to God.“ 
ne eee Holy fatmilies me the 
chief preſervers of religion in the world. Let not 
% worldly care turn the worſhip of God in your bouſe 
% into a lifeleſs form. Read the ſcriptures and pious 


4 books to all the ſouls under your care, Talk with 


«© them ſeriouſly of their eternal intereſt. Pray with 
#* them fervently. Watch over them diligently. Be 
« an example of wiſdom, holineſs and patience. See 
4 that the Lord's-day be ſpent in devout preparation 
+ for eternity.” -. | | e EA 
. Manage your worldly buſineſs *auith induſtry and 
«6 piety. Live not in idleneſs. Labour, and work the 
5 thing which is good, that you may have to give to hin 
«44 that needeth. Sloth is ſenſuality. The bod muſt » 
4« be employed, as well as the ſoul, or both will be 
4% loſers, But let all be as the labour of a traveller, 
* and in all aim at God and heaven,” 

Set peace of conſcience ona ſcriptural foundation. 
4% Value an able and faithful miniſter, to whom you 
% may open your caſe in ſecret; or any other expe- 
«' rjienced chriſtian ; and be not diſpleaſed with their 
© reproofs, Avoid, not only helium tuous hopes, 
4 which would embolden you in fin; but avreaſon- 
% able fears, which will hinder your loving and prai- 
% ſing God. Judge not your ſpiritual ſtate to be good, 
«« for your abundant knowledge, good memory, ready 
« utterance, or lively affections; but becauſe God, and 


4 holineſs, and heaven have your higheſt eſtimation, 


% your deliberate and reſolute choice, and your moſt 


4 earneſt endeavours.” _ 


2 To conclude, Be prepared for fickneſs, e 
t 


% 


1. and death. Live above outward proſperity, an 


45 favoug of man. If they whom you haye moſt obli- 


4 ged, ſhoyld be falſe and cruel to you, wonder not, 
. po pray for your enemies, perſecutors, and flander- 
#** ers, that God would turn their hearts, and pardon 
4 their fins.” Account it your mercy to be driven from 


#* the world to God. Be ready to die, and you are 


* 


— —— 
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ei ready for all other events. Seriouſly aſk» your heart, 
„ what. ſhall | want in a dying hour? And let it be 
«- procured without delay, and not be to ſeck in the 
« time of your extremity,” | RO 
This is true religion and'godlineſs. All this is to 
« be ſetiooſly ſuch, as we profeſs ourſelves to bei 
« This will diſtinguiſh you from hypocrites, make you 
* an honour to your profeſſion, and a bleſſing to all 
« about you. Happy the land, the church, the fami- 
« iy, in which ſuch as theſe are to be found?” | 
P. OI Sir, may Fand my family partake of ſuch ſe- 
rious godlineſs.!' I- hope theſe papers you put into my” 
hands will help it forward; I think them a great trea- 
thank you. ſor them, and 


ſare, and can never enough 
for all Jour cafe and Rindneſi. 


l 
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de Minifter argeth upon his Pariſhioner the infinite in- 
Poertasce of* doing. all hd can te engage hs family in 


Minifter. AM: defirons- to know, my friend, what 
ate} uſe.you bave made of the afiſtance afford · 
ed yon in our laſt interview, le your divine life the- 
better for thoſe inſtructions you then took home? 

Pariſhioner. I find the things, Sir, which. you have 
recommended, are excellent, and muſt be very ſweet 
ro thofe who have ſuitable ſkill aud 4 ;- and 
ſome plealure- I meet with in my weak beginnings. 
But the greatneſs of the work, my doubts and dif- 
fixulties- almoſt overcome me. Q bow hard it is to- 
zepent and believe aright I If-you bad not ſore warned 
me of this temptation, I ſhould have thought my cos - 
dition, though ſafer, yet more diſtreſſug than ever ict 

r e was- 
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was. Bat I hope I am in the way to bave more en- 
- .Joyment of myſelf. 5 n 
M. What is your principal difficulty ?_ 8 
P. There is a great work to do in my family, to 
ern them in the fear of God, eſpecially to eUucate 
my children, and daily to worſhip God among them. 
I am fo daft for it, 'that 1 am ready to omit all. I be- 
. ſeech you, Sir, help me with your advice.  ' 
M. Reſolve, in the firength of divine grace, to per- 
form your duty in your family as well as you can; 
therefore” devote it to God, and uſe it as a ſociety: 
ſanQified to him. If God be not the maſter of your 
family, the devil will. If you devote your family ti 
God, he will be its guardian and provider, and wi 
miogle his bleſſing with all its comforts aid. forrows. 
» holy m4; oe a church of God. Hy rhe daily. 
live in the joy ſul of meeting and dwelling toge - 
ther in E . our wits children, and Er. 
vants hall ſhortly be fellow-citizens with you of the 
heavenly Jeruſalem. How : pleaſant to join With one 
heart and mind in prayers and praiſes to God! How: 
lovely to fee in each other the image of God! When. 
any of you die, bow comfortably may the reſt uttend 
tlie grave, in hope that the ſoo! is received to Chriſt 
in glory! On the contrary, if your family-be ungodly, 
it will be grievous to think of wife, and children, and. 
ſervants, as expoſed daily to the wrath and curſe of 
God ; and their fickaeſs and death will be rendered 
unſpeakably more awful. Holy families are the chief 
ſeminaries of the church of Chriſt upon earth.  Erom. 
thence ſpring pious and faichful magiſtrates and miniſ> 
ters, Though learning be found in ſebools, godlineſs. 
zs often received in more early education. In.worſhip«. 
ing aſſemblies, the devotion and attention is princi- 
| ly among thoſe, who are members of pious fami- 
lies ; and for ſuch, good miniſters labour with peculiar: 
' . Pleaſure, In degenerate times, when good miniſters. 
are wanting, their /ach of /erwjce 1s belt ſupplied by. 
| the pious heads of pious families. In ſome reipeQs the 
Auſtruction, worſhip, and diſcipline of fuch. families 


have 
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4 Have advantages, Which churches have not. There are 
but few to be taught and ruled, and thoſe few are always 


preſent, and may be ſpoke to in ſeaſon, and with fre- 
quency, either together, or each one apart. H there- 
fore you have. the bowels of a parent, devote your” 
children to God, teach them his word, educate them 
in holineſs, reſtrain them from: fin, and prepate them 
for ſalvation. __ | 94796 . "ag 
P. I confeſs there is great reaſon. for what you ſay, 


if l only conſult, my natural. affection, and much more 


my,experience. . Had my pareots better educated me 
in my childhood, I ſhould not have been ſo ignorant, 


nor perhaps ſo ungodly, as I have been. Many take 


more care of their trades or farms, than of their chil» 
dren's r- n 4 at; . 
M. I wiſh 1 could bat all nts might? 
hear! I would freely tell them, that 8 ate 
more cruel to their own children than bears and lions: 


- God hath committed their children's ſouls as mach to 
| their care, as their bodies. They are firſt to devote“ 


them to God in baptiſm ; then to teach and exhort 
them to keep the bapriſinal-corenant;; and aſter 4 


remind them of the ſtate of their ſouls, and their ne 


of. Chriſt and redemption, of bolineſ and everlaſtiog. 


life. They are to watch over them with wiſdom, love, 
and diligence, in order to ſave them from ſatan, ſin, 
and hell; and ate always to ſet before them the exam- 


ple of a bsly life. Inſtead. of this, they turn baptiſm- 


Into a mere ceremony, promiſe. without intending to- 
- perform, or devolve that promiſe on god: fathers and: 


| 8 as ignorant and ungodly as themſelves. 


. 


hey never teach their children their danger from de. 


| yore inclinations, and the ſnares Which every. Where 


rround them, nor their need of a ſaviour and ſanQi- 


fer. They are content their children ſhould ſpend the 


Lord's-day in vain .amuſements, inſtead of having ſa- 
mily-prayer, reading the ſcriptures, with other pious- 
books, and catechiſing, to attend upon. They in effect 
teach them to break their baptiſmal vow, and, under 


- 


. the name of chriſtians, to rebel againit God and Chriſt, 
644 „ * 


3 


80 | PIALOGUE VN. 


Is not this greater cruelty, than if they famiſhed their. 
bodies, or turned them naked into the world? For 

father and mother thus to betray their children's ſouls, 

3s worſe than deviliſh!- O onmerciful parents, repent. 

ſor 8 own ſakes; repent for the ſake of your chik 
TR, 5 85 | 


P. I find many think the education of their children 
belongeth to ſchool-maſters and miniſters, f 
NM. In the buſineſs of; education parents have the. 
firſt and principal ſhare. If children and ſervants are. 
ſent to a miniſter, in ignorance and impiety, he muft 
do his beſt for them. Bat bow much more good might. 
he do, if parents did their part! We talk of the bad 
neſs of the zge, and at the ſame time it is chiefly owing 
to irreligious heads of families. | 
F. I tremble to think of my children being loſt for 

ever, and beg to know my duty to them, | | 

M. As the divine promiſe is made to true. chrifiians. 
and their. ſeed, therefore be firſt of all fincere in your. 
own covenanting with God. Humble yourſelf for your. 
4 violations of it, and with ſeriouſneſs 9 thavkfaloefs 
enter yoor Children ipto it. As long as they are in- 
fants, their right to.covenant- blefliogs intirely depend» 
eth an your ſincere repentance and faith. When they. 

row up to reaſon, do your, utmoſt to engage their own. 
2 conſent to the covenant. While yon teach them 
the words of ſcripture, and of catechiſms, aſk them fa-. 


wmiliar queſtions about the ſtate of their own ſouls, and. 


their perfonal concern with God, and Chriſt, and the. 
Holy Spirit, with death and judgment, heaven and. 
| bell, Make a boly, life appear to them the moſt ho- 
nourable and profitable, the moſt ſafe and pleaſapt life. 
in the world. Early acquaint them with eaſy and ene 
tertaining parts of ſeriptute and church-hiltory, Speak 
much in praiſe of holy, men in the former, or .laiter 
ages, and point out the oppoſite charaQers of thoſe. 
who were noted enemies to godlineſs. Give large en- 
comiums on the riches of grace, and the joys of glory. 
Let the firging of pſa'ms and hymns be their frequent 
exerciſe, Conflantly. but gently accuſtom them to ſub- 
N mit. 


— 
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| At their will to your's, and this in order to their gi 


viag themſelves up to the will of God in all things 
Keep them as far as poſſible oat of the way of temp- 
tation. Take great care of their diet, that it be al- 
ways healthful and moderate. Never let either their 
3 mind be idle. Even their recreations ſhould.” 
tend more to invigorate nature, than to pleaſe a cor- 
rapt fancy. Keep them from gaming for money, or 
reading . lewd novels, or plays, or ſeeing them acted 
upon the ſtage. In their apparel, conſult health and- 
decency, and avoid pride and unneceſſary expence. As - 
for their company, direct their choice of the prudent 
and pious, give them earneſt and frequent cautions - 
againſt the contrary, and eſpecially againſt every.inde- 

cent freedom with perſons of another ſex. Charge 
them to maintain truth and uprightneſs in all they ſay 

and do. Often ſhew them the worth of time, the great 
work to be done in it for eternity, and how uncertain-* 
the life of man, Put into their hands the writings of 
the beſt divines. Set before them-a holy example. 
Chuſe ſuch callinzs for them, and lead them into ſuch 
connections in life, as have the greateſt likelihood o 
promote their religious intereſts, Do all this in the 


meekneſs of wiſdom, and with ſuch fervent prayer ſor 
them, that they may daily perceive the bowels of a-pa- 


rent, and how dear they are to you, and that you are; 
ever aiming at their'trueſt happineſs, _ EY. 

P. Tell me my. duty to my wife, and her's to me. 

M. Dwell together in love, Faithfully -help;cach-.: 
other in the education of your children, the go- 
verament of the family, and the management of your 
worldly affairs. Excite each other to every chrikian. 
grace and virtue; ſtrengthen each other agaisſt all 
temptations to fin ; join together in family: and ſecret” 
worinip ; and aiminiſter divine comforts to each other © 
in the proſpects. of death and eternity. Labour to- 
pleaſe each other in all things that are lawful. Carry 
this mutual ſupport and comfort through every ſcene © 

And though all outward comforts ſhoald. 


24. . 


| 
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fail, yet endeayour io be delightſol companions in holy 
love, and in heavenly hopes aud joys. s. Fea 
P. What are the duties of a religious hoſband ? 


M. Thovgh it is chiefly his province to teach, govern, 


and provide for the family; yet it ſliould alſo be his in- 
variable rule of conduct to ſupport the honour and au- 


thority of his wiſe. Nor ſhould bis ſuperiority to ber 


be diſcerned in any thing fo much, .as his. more emi- 
nent attainments in knowledge and grace, and as the 
+ firſt and ableſt to bear up underevery trial. 95 7 


P. What are the duties of a religious wife 1 . 


M. Certainly it will be her part always to excel in 
love; and in love be chearfully obedient, and meekly 
ſubmiſſive to her huſband's will and pleaſure, in all 
- things conſiſtent with the will of God. Sbe ſhould ever 


be intent on increaſing his love to her, and confidence 


in her, and ſetting a lovely example to all the reſt of 
"the family, by her wiſdom and prudence, her integrity 


and vprightneſs, her humility and ſweetneſs of temper, 
the law of kindneſs in her lips, contentment with ber 
condition, induſtrious improvement of her time, great 


- caution in the choice of her acquaintance, and a fruga- 


lity in her expeaces juſtly proportioned to her huſband's 


ability and the beſt intereſt of her family, Above all, 


ite ſhoold be moſt eminent in training up her children 


from their earlieſt years in knowledge and piety. She 


will often catechize them, and ſpeak to them in the 
moſt infinvating manner of God and Chrift, of heaven 


and holineſs, of the evil of ſia, and the nature and 


neceſſity, the pleaſure and profit of prayer. Thus may 
ſhe prove one of the chief inſtruments in reforming 
churches and kingdoms, and conſequently one of the 
greateſt bleflings to the world. N | 
P. Pray what is the duty of children to parents? 
M. They muſt love their -parents affeQionately ; 


learn of them with ſubmiſſive attention, eſpecially di- 


vine truths ; diligently obey them in all things lawfyl, 


from a conſcientious obedience to God; treat them 


with every token of reverence and eſteem; be con- 


- tented and ſatisfied with what their parents provide; 


Ever 
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er ready for every employment, as their pareate alt 
ireQ ; patiently receive their parents admonitions ang” 
correRions,  bumbly coofefling their fauſen, and pro- 
miſing to amend; and taking the advice of their pa- 
rents, as to their. acquaintance, -fityations, and con- 
nections in life; eſpecially doing their -utmoſt ſor 
their aſſiſtance and ſupport, if they ſhould at-aoy time 


a need it. a ** * 
P. And what is the duty: of children towards their 
. heavenly father? . 
AM. They ſhould learn their own ſlaſulneſs by nature 
and practice, the engagements of their baptiſmal-cove- 
nant, and entirely to give up themſelves, with the 
greateſt ſeriouſneſs and reſolation, to their creator, re- 
deemer, and ſanctifer. They ſhould daily apply to 
Chriſt by faith and prayer for bis juſtifying and ſancti- 
fying. grace. They ſhould remember that liſe is ſhort- 
and uncertain, full of labour and ſorrow, and their 
rand concern ſhould be to make ſure of eternal life, . 
he word of God ſhould be their delightful fludy, ef- 
pecially on Lord's days; and every day they ſhould / 
fee from youthſul -luſts,, and be lowers of God more thaw: 
levers of finful pleaſures ; ever eſteeming it their 
eſt liberty, honour and happineſs, to bave theif wills + 
bowed to the will of- God,, and to that of their ſaperi- - 
ors, for God's ſake. - 4 | | 
P. As I have ſerrants in my family; I ſhall be glad 
to know, Sir, what is my duty to them? 
M. While you 'exert ſo much guthority, as is ne- 
ceſſery to ſecure. obedience and reſpect; it always 
be joined with the mildneſs and meekneſs-0f the friend i 
and the chriſtian, Make conſcience of inſtructing them 
. Ja the way of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt ; pray for them 
and with them; and ever ſet before them à pattern of 
every GO Ar virtue. Keep them. from bad 
company, the temptations and opportunities of 
— againſt God, 2 poſſibly can. Never 
impoſe upon them any n to their con- 
ſciences, or injurious to their bodily health, Bear with, : 
their inficmities,. and leave them nd juſt- occaſion to 
| Er &- ux 2 <Fb COM 
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282 of you, as ungenerous in. your engagement 
to t . | | | | 
FP. How ſhould ſervants behave to their maſter? 
M. Undoubtedly. it is their indiſpenſable duty, while. 
| he commandeth nothing but what is in itſelf lawful, 
and fit for them ta do, to avoid all-ſpeech and beha- 
vioor that ſavoureth of-diſhonour,. contempt, or diſobe - 
dience; to manifeſt a chearful readineſs, without any. 
rudging; and to be as faithful behind his back, as. 
ſore his face. They muſt abhor lying and deceit, . 
and never defraud him in buying or felling, nor take 
any thing that is his, without his conſent; but be as 
eareful and frogal for their maſter, as if it were for 
themſelves. Inftead of murmuring, from a deſire of - 
luxury and idl-neſs, they ſhovld. be more ſolicitous 
about doing their own duty to their maſter, than about 
his behaviour to them”; e ſin is worſe than any 
ſuffering, The ſecrets of the family they are never to 
reveal, When admoniſhed of their faults, they ſhould 
atiently ſabmit, freely confeſs, and faithfully amend. 
They ſhould never m_ to pray for the family, that 
a divine bleſſing way be upon all its affairs and inte- 
. reſts, And the whole of their ſervice to their maſter 
ſhov!d be in obedience to God. | | | 
P. Children and ſervants cannot be together in the 
ſame family without ſome inconvenieace, how ſhould 
" they behave towards each other? | 8 
M. By all means excite one another to all their du- 
ties to God, their patents, and their maſter- and miſ- 
treſs; help one arather-io uſeful knowledge, eſpecially 
the knowledge of Chriſt and falvation ; and affection- 
ately guard each other againſt temptations to wanton- 
neſs, luxury, angry-paſions, or the arts of fraud and 
deceit, They ſhavld always in humility. and love do as | 
they would be done by, paſs by little offences, and 
hide each others faults, ſo far as will be conſiſtent with 
the real happineſs of the family, But for figs againſt 
God they ſhould admoniſh one another privately ; nor 
let it be known to the bead of the family, till private 
admonition is found incfieual. . | + 1 
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P. I'wiſh my queſtions may not weary yen, Sir, 
what is my duty to my neighbours ? . 2 
M. You are to love them as yourſelf, and to do ſor 
their ſouls and bodies, as you would be done by:; to- 
2 their 9 and Wee, oe. _ 
doe and (piety, ſpeaking no evil of them, doing 
—.— no injry, and patiently. bearing and forgiving · 
injuries from them, ; e 

P. How may I be a good ſubject to magiſtrates? 

M. Give them honour and reverence, as desiving 
their commiſſion from, God bhimſelf. Do all you can to 
ſupport their authority. Pay them every tribute that 
ſhall become due. Obey them in all things conſiſtent 
with obedience to Gad and--confſcience ; excite- others . 
to the ſame obedience z and patiently ſuffer where God. 
forbiddeth you to obeys Ever promote the free execu- 
tion of juſtice, and oppoſe and detect to the utmoſt all 
treaſons, conſpiracies, and rebellions. Do all this ſor 
conſcience ſake, in obedience to God, and for the. pub · 

lie good, and enforce it with your conflant and fervent - 
prayers. - 4 . | 

2. How ſhall I ſpend every day in my family, an- 

ſwerable to my chriſtian profeſſion ? | £ 
M. As time is precious, waſte none of it in unneceſ- 
ſary ſleep. Lift up your firſt waking thoughts ta 
God, in thankfulneſs for the mercies of the night; 
contemplating the bleſſed reſt in his glorious preſence, . 
aud what a privilege it is to be always in his love, 
and under his protection. After dreſſing the body, let 
de vout retirement for ſecret prayer adorn the ſoul; and 
let the whole ſamily be united together in prayer, 
morning and evening, at hours moſt convenient for 
their attendance, Conſider all your worldly buſineſs, 
as the work to which God hath called you ; do it with 
a ſingle eye to his glory, and with conſtant diligence, 
believing that idleneſs is equally. injurious to body, 
ſoul, and eſtate, Whether your buſineſs be tranſacted 
alone, or in company, endeavour to connect with it 
ſome devout meditations, or 3 converſe.” Ley 
temperance ever attend your table and'cup, and — 
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al begin and; conclude: with prayer and praiſe. At: 
e | Magn; the day, ants Fre yon you one, HF 
that you may. de thankful for. its diſtinguiſhing mer- 
dies, penitent for its faults. and follies, ſeek-freſh ſup- 
plies of pardoning and ſenctiſxing grace, and lie dowh . 
ia reſt with: a 'holy confidence, in divine favour and 


friendſh S +a HA ai 4% *3 7 Py N 
. How ſhall 1 perform family-worſhip.? 
M. ente 2rd for his gracious aſſiſtance 
and acceptance z then read a chapter-or pſalm, or a 
page or two of ſome good expoſitor, and after finging. 
».plalm. or bymn, if ig can be done, conclude with a- 
fervent prayer, ſuited to the ſtate of your, own mind, 
and the particular circumſtances of, your family, - 
. Are ſhort or long prayers to be preferred ? 
A. It will be, beſt to vary, according. to the differ- 
ence of times and perſons, Care ſhould be taken that 
prayer be not le ned by formality and affectation, 
nor be contracted by tarnality and Cloth. | | 
H. Will it be beſt. to pray by a book, or freely ex- 
preſs af rj in my own words? Mts” +. 
A. bas left every. man to chuſe for himſelf. 
P. How ſhall I make a right choice ? 
M. Ia fecret, it will be be to pray freely, aceord- 
. Ing to the preſent ſenſe of your own wants, it is alſo 
deürable you ſhould pray as freely, with your family. 
But if you find much perplexity of mind, and great 
_ defe in expreſſion, it may be better, for a time, to 
pray with your family by a book. If a book may help- 
. you to more Capious and lively expreſſions, in your 
cloſet and family, make your beſt uſe of it; only lay. 
it aſide, whenever you - feel yourſelf ſtraitened by it, 
and mare enlarged without it. Bat take heed of dead- 
neſs and formaluy in prayer, which may too eaſily ſeize 
vpon you, even when you make no uſe of a book. 
I would intreat you to avoid ſuch a calling, or way of 
life, as would be inconfiſtent with family-worſhip. La- 
bour to maintain in yourſelf and ſamily, a delight in 
God and in his {erwice, In order to that, let your 
ENS RA SHEI ES © : _ Prayers 
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| have much in them of thankſgiving and praiſe. 
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ties, that you may de what you. ſhould. pray. for as 
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The Minifter giveth his Pari lune: direBions for all % 
| publick and private duties of the Lord's day. \. 


_ Pariſhioner, !.SIR, when 1 was with you-laft, 
you ſet, m à great deal of work, 
which my conſcieace telleth me is the moſt important 
that can be done. But m 2 heart is flow to 
learn, and ſlower to practiſe. Nevertheleſs I am come 
to you for more, Let me entreat you now to inſtruct \ 
me in the right obſervation of the Lord" 1-day 7 - + 
 Miniftir.. I cannot ſo well gratify your preſent re- 
queſt, withoot ſhewing you firſt our obligations to ſane- 
ufy the Lord's-day, You know. Chriſt: gave hie 
tles a commiſſion to teach the world bis truths, and 
fettle his goſpel-churches, la order to this, he aſſured 
them they ſhonld have the infallible conduct of the 
boly ſpitit ; who is therefore the author of what they 
did in obedience to their commiſſion. Chriſt roſe from 
the dead on the firf day of the week ; on that day he 
g often appeared to his r and on that day he 
accom liſhed his promiſe, by filling them with rhe f 
; irit, to enable them to /peakt with other  tonguess 
hus the new world begun on that day, And on that 
day the apoſtles. conſtantly celebrated the holy aſſem- 
blies, and appointed the churches to do ſo. Hence. all 
the churches in-the- world, without exception, ever 
| fince the times of the apoſtles, have unanimouſly ſepa» 
rated and fet apart the Lord's day for the more ſolemn 
and public worſhip of Almighty God. > ys 
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P. The obligation to ſanctify this day is very co 


vinciag. But is it « ſabbath, and doth it come in the 


place of the ſeventh day · ſabbath ? ; 

M. Be not concerned about mere names. It is enougk 
that it-is a day ſet apart by Chriſt and the ſpirit for pub- 
lick-worſhip, and called the Lord'e-day. If you mean 
a” Jay of ceremonial reft, then the Lord's day is not a 
ſabbath; but all ſuch ſabbaths are aboliſhed, as types 
of better thing. 6 08 
P. One day in ſeven is the ſame proportion of our 
time now, as when the law of. Meſes was made; and I 
am ſure it is a great bleſſing to men, to be obliged, e- - 
very ſeventh- day, to rejdice in God, to lay afide our 
worldly care and labour, and to learn the way to ever- 
lifting life. Alas! what would ſervants and labourers - 
do without it? It afordeth a ſeaſonable and ſuitable - 
employment for the ſoul. I experience the great bene- - 
fit of it to myſelf, I plaioly perceive, that religion is 
in the moſt flouriſhing ſtate, where the Lord's day is 
moſt ſtrictly obſerved; . apd greatly declineth, where 
this holy day is neglected and profaned. . I am there - 


* 


ſore very deſirous to be taught the beſt manner of ſpends - 


ing this day. | : 8 
M. As . deſign of the day is publick 
worſhip, therefore the joining in the worſhip of a ſo- 


r 


lemn afſembly-is- to be preferred before that which is 


more private. The time of publick worſhip: ſhould be - 
chiefly filled up with inftruQions in the goſpel, and 
with praying to, and 3 our heavenly. father, re- 

deemer, and ſanCtifier. The | temper of our minds - 
ſhould be holy joy, gratitude, and love, excited and : 
ſupported by the exerciſe of faith and hope. A dy 
of thankſgiving for the greateſt mercies ſhould employ 


both heart and tongue. for God; and ſo far as this holy 


work would be hindered by other thoughts and -words, 
employmeots or pleafures, we ſhould carefully abftain 
from them, and not on a mere ceremonial account. 
. But be pleaſed, Sir, to point out to me the par- 
ticular duties of the Lord's day. | 3s 
ö FEES AV. En- 
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M. Endeavour to prepare for it beſore, Lr a. 
prudent diſpoſal of your worldly affairs, that they max 
not hinder or perplex your mind. In the beginning 
of this holy day, joyfully remember the refurreQion 
of Chriſt, which began the glorious ſtate of the poſe 
el. Riſe as early then, as on any other day. Pre- 
ently retire for ſecret prayer. Then' read, "ſing, aud 
pray with your whole family, manifeſting to them the- 
leaſure you feel; and how welcome the day is to you;, 
and all its ſacred exerciſes. Be early. at publick wor- 
ſhip, nor let any of your family be abſent, but for real 
neceſlity, Return from the-.houſe of God to ſecret, 
rayer and meditation. At your table be chearfolly 
inſtructive, devout and edifying. After. dinner, belp. 
your family to remember what they beard in publick; 
call ſome of them to read to you, and when you have 


ſung a pſalm or hymn, take them again to the public 


aſſembly. If. you can, repeat to your family the ſer- 
mon you heard; or read ſome lively author to them, 
and ſpend the reſt-of the evening in praying and _ 

ing with them, in catechifing ſome, converſing free] 
with them all on divine ſubjetts, and afblting.them in 
the beſt manner of ſpending ſome time, each of them; 
in their own cloſets. Conclude the day, with ſelf ex- 
amination, 8 for every failing, thankfulneſs. 
for innumerable mercies, and chearful repoſe in the 

hands of your compaſſionate God and ſaviour. | 
P. How. may. | profitably attend on preaching? + 
M. Underitand what you hear, be duly affected with. 
it, remember and practiſe it. 
P. What would be moſt helpfal to my underſtanding. 
that which I hear? | | 1 
M. Read the ſcriptures and other goed books; choſe. 
to ſit under a plain and convincing prescher ; attend 
with diligence; take notice of: the leading deſign of 
the diſcourſe, and endeavour-to unite the ſeveral parts 
of it; if 2 are doubtful of any thing, go to the prea- 
cher himſelf for information; eſpecially pray that God 
will bleſs his own word, and enable you to walk. ſuitably 
| 52 TE 


P. How, 


bt Ut. 


. zioully conſider youpſelf as in the preſence of God, 
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. Þ. How nan 1 hear with dae afectie | 
A. Next to your fitting under a lively preacher, fe 


bearing from him concerning your everlaſting ſalvation, 
and that your ſoul muſt. proſper ib —— to your 


improvement by what you hear. Shake off drowſineſs, 
collet your ſcattered thoughts, and remember God is 


| F for, your. anſwer; Whether you will accept of 
* 


red grace, or not? If you deny God but this 
once, you know not but he-may leave you to yourſelf, 
and never make you ſuch an offer more. Think how- 
the damned in hell would hear, if they might be tried 
again, and ſit in your place. Look to Jeſus for his 

ickening ſpirit. When you are at home, preach over 

e doctrine to your own heart, labour to impreſs it 


en your family, and ſpread. it before God- in prayer, 


A 


that his grace may render it ſucceſsful, 

P. How may I remember what I bear? 
M. Obſerve the preacher's method, and endeavour 
to fix ia your mind the heads of his diſcourſe, ſo ag to- 


Write them. down immediately, or when you return 


home. If you forget his expreſſions, yet attend to his. 


_ leading deſign. - 
 :Þ, View 


ow may I 22 the trutbe which I hear? * 
M. Go to church with an earneſt deſire to have your 
depraved heart renewed: and your ſpiritual wants ſup- 
plied ; as you would go for your body. to the market, 

or to the phyſician, When you hear the application of 


2 diſcourſe, let conſcieace be eſpecially awake, and 


then reſolve to obey whatever God ſhall” make known. 


to be bis will. At home let conſcience be permitted to 


receive your reſolutions; and to examine, what graces- 
are ſtrengthened? Have you more affecting views of 
eternity, more lively hope of glory, and warmer love 
to God and. Chriſt ? Take beed of doQtrines, which. 
2 to exalt Chriſt and grace, to the neglect of 

oly obedience. Fly from diſputes and controverſies ; 
and from thoſe who ſcoff at balineſs, as if it was hypo- 
eriſy ; and alſo from thoſe who prefer ſuperſtitious cuſ-- 
toms before the commandments. of. If. you $44 


, i 
\ * 
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take up your abode ameagſt thoſe that are eminent for 
— godlineſs ; and examine. yourſelf daily, how 
your practice correſpondeth with your profeſſion. 
P. In reading the ſeriptures, what directions have 
you to promote my advantage? rg 40 

: M. Sos come to them with-a-believing, devout, 
and revereatial t of mind, as to the word of the 
living God, by which you meſt-be ruled and judged. 
Chiefly peruſe the new teſtament, Let the plaineſt paſ- 


ages explain the more difficult. Make uſe of ſome 


good en poſitor; which your miniſter ſhall recommend: 
40 you. Eſpecially let prayer be always joined with. 
your reading the word of God. e 7 
P. What muſt I do in publick and praiſes 
N eee Je. bat 2 — 
ar heart. As the |exprefſions oſ prayer and praiſe 
5 well as of preaching, will ina — meaſure be hu- 
man, therefore expe& them to be imperſect, and treat 
them with candor, and not with peeuiſ pride and pre- 
judice, Only, if you think they 22 
contrary to the word of God, let not that part mm 
offering : "for in that caſe: God will not accept it 4 
your hands. | 2 1 8 


P. Hon muſt H receive the Lord's: ſupper.? 2 


M. With 1 for it, and in 4 massen 
Haitabla to ſuch a _/olema tranſattion. W 
- -P, What is due preparation 7 in e 

AH. It includeth acquaintance with the dba and nav 
tare of this inflitation, ſome. tuidencys of your real chrife 


_ tranity, and ſerious attention ia your r, temper» - 


P. What acquaintance is it requiſite ſor me to have 
with the deſigu and nature of this: inflicution, that L 
may 3 to partake of it 

M. The of "the bord" ien per is- not to be a. 
real ſacrifice of Chriſt, nor to turn the - bread into bis. 
real fleſh, nor the wine into his real blood. Nor is it 
to flatter men in their preſumptaous hope, and con- 
firm them in wickedneſs, nor ſave them by a mere 
outward performance. Nor was it ever iotended_ by, 
Chriſt, as 2 qualification of agy man ſor a. (RR | 
8 f at: 


But he appointed it to be a ſolemn commemoration of 
his ſacrifice and death, until he come; that we may be- 
hold the lamb of God, which: taketh away the fin of the 
World. In this holy -ordinance true chriſtians renew 
- the covenant of grace, which they made in baptiſm, 
and ſolemnly receive Chriſt for their life, and yield up- 
themſelves wholly: to him. Here they have ſuch views 
of theevil of ſin; the love of God in Chriſt, the firm» 
neſs" of the covenant, and the greatneſs of the gift 
beſtowed upon them, and their own infinite obligations, 
as are indeed the moſt ſuitable means of kindling their 
repentance, defire and love, their gratitude, hope and 
joy, and of ſtrengthening their ſaith and their reſolu- 
tions for new and. better. obedience, Here they have- 
communion with God in the exerciſe of, their chriſtian 
graces, and receive yet more grace from the fulne(s- 
which is in Chriſt; at the ſame time diſplayivg the 
badge of their publick chriſtian profe ſſion, and their 
love to and communion. with. one another, and with all. 
that love Chriſt. Here the conſecrated bread and wine 
afford ſuch a viſible: repreſentation. of Chriſt - crucified: 
for our fins, and promote ſuch an aſſecting remembrance- 
of him, that true chriſtians are thereby greatly. aſſiſted 
in profeſſing their ſole truſt in a.crucified Chriſt for the 
free and-full acceptance of-their perſons and ſervices in- 
the fight of God, and in comfortably. concluding that 
Chritt with. all the bleflings of the covenant of grace 
are their own, . k 
P. The defign and nature of the. infticution: is. very: 
excellent. May God help me to underſtand theſe things 
more diſtinctly] Bot. in order to my farther prepara- 


tion, you ſay, | muſt have ſome evidence of. my-real- 


chriflianity, Pray, Sir, what is it? 15 
4. Sincere. repentance- towards God. and faith in- 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


P. Bat what muſt 1 do, if I doubt the fincerity of 


my repentance and faith ? | 
N. Do your beſt to obtain ſatisfaftion, and. then fol- 


low the belt judgment you can form of yourſelf. If 
you ſay, *+ Lam. uot ſure that my repentance and faith 
"—_ | x . 


* 


4 
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Lite ſindere; but, as far as I know my own heart, L 
think they are;“ you may then be a commanicante - 
It is not aſſurance, but fincerity, that is in this caſe 


neceſſary, 1 ; 
P. How if I ſhovld be miſtaken and prove inſin - 
-cere ? > "OY . NN 


M. If you are not fincere, and yet chink yon are g 
it is your fin to be deſtitute of fincere repentance and 
faith, and to indulge ſuch ſelf-flattery. Your danger 
is equal to your fin; for whether you are a commus= 
nicant or net, you cannot be in a ftate of ſalvation 
without ſincere repentance and faith. l 
P. What if I find it too difficult to try myſelf? 

M. Go to ſome experienced chriſtian, or judicious 
and faithful miniſter, and deſire aſſiſtance. | a 

P. Can another tell what is in me, if I cannot? 

M. The patient knoweth better than the phyſician 
what he feeleth, and muſt tell it; but it is the phyſi. 
cian's province toexplaia the nature and tendency of the 
diſeaſe, and direct to a cure. | 

P, May not an unconverted perſon fancy himſelf a 
penitent believer, and be a communicant? ? 3 

M. He that is truly willing to have God for his God, 
Chriſt for his ſaviour and lord, and the holy ſpirit for x 
his ſanRifier, may come to the Lord's-ſupper. He that 
is not truly willing, ought not to come, while he re- | 
fuſeth to give Chriſt his heart. | 

P. Muſt ſuch be kept from the Lord'stable 

M. None but God and conſcience can know the 
heart. It may be my duty to receive ſuch, at the ſame 
time that it is his ſin to deſire it. 

P. And what if the openly profane ſhould defire to 
be communicants, or ſhould actually be ſo? | 

M. All that are impenitent ſhould, either be kept, 
or caſt out of communion. But this muſt-not be done 
without ſufficient proof and trial, and after admoni- 
tion, exhortation, and forbearance. = : 
. But if many of the profane and | impenitent 
ſhould be communicants, 'may I join with ſuck ? 
AMA. You ſhould contribute, all you can, to ſet Ps 


1 
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foot a- ſcriptural church diſcipline ;- bat the 2 
lect of it by others; is not a fofficient cauſe. of your ſe- 
228 - Yet, iſ yon have opportunity, and it may 
more for your edification and comfort, you may join 
yourſelf to a more regular ſeciet x. 
P. I think, Sir, you told me, that due preparation 
for ther Lord s-ſupper not only required me to ber ac- 
quainted with the inſtitution, and to be.a real chriſtian, 
but to be careful - about the proſent temper e my. mind. 


Pray what did you mean? 


M. You ſhould be moch in ſelſ examination: Whe. 
ther your repentance and faith be ſincere? Whether 
you beartily approve of- your. covevant-engagements, 
and walk ſoitably-to them? And if you have contra- 
dicted them, whether you ate deeply humbled, and 
earneſt in prayer ſor mercy to parden, and. grace te help 
you? You ſhould alſo conſider, what you bave' to 
do, and what you are to receive, when you'come to the 
Lord's-table. + + - ABEL Gn 
P. Be pleaſed now to tell me what I muſt do there? 
M. I told you, an ee to be received 
in à manner ſuitable to ſuck a. ſolemn: tramſaction. When 

are attending the adminiſtration, endeavour - to 
ve every chriſtian grace in exerciſe. Let your faith 
be firm in the great truths of the golpel. Entertain 
the moſt abaſing thoughts of your ſinfulneſs and miſery, 
and the moſt exalting thoughts of Chriſt, of his blood 
and righteouſneſs; his ſpirit and grace. Hunger and 
thirſt+ after Chriſt, and after communion- with God 
through Chriſt. Admire the wonders "of redeeming 
love. _— him 2 loved you, and 3 
ſenſe of /o great ® /alvation.- Repoſe a chearful coyfi- 
dence in Chriſt; and in the covenant ſealed: with his 
blood. Renounce every thing that rivals Chriſt in your 
heart, and pays to ſuffer for him, who died for 
you. Love your fellow-cliriſtians, promote their union 
among themſelves, and chearfully communicate to their 
wants. Renew your ſelf · dedication to God through 
Chriſt, and reſolve with purpoſe of heart to cleave _ 
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tie Lord. Do allthis in the lively hope of Chiift's:fe- 
cond coming. and of being glorified with him. 5 

P. What is there in the Lord's ſupper to excite. in 
me this exerciſe of every grace? 

M. There you will have the bread- and water of lifo 
to hunger and thirſt after; the dyin lamb of God to 
ſhew you the deſerts of ſin, and the demands of divine 
juſtice; and the ſeal of your pardon to make you alt 
gratitude aud obedience. There your fhrwing the Lord's. 
death till he. come will cheriſh your hope. of glory;/ your 
love to God will kindle and flame, while you view 
his wonderful love to you in alt your long enmity a- 
gainſt him; and your: crucifying the: world, and the. 
world's being crucified to you, will reſult from your af» 
fe&ing fight of the-croſs of Chriſt. There you will 
value chriſtian and brotherly love, while you contem- 
plate the whole chofch. of Chriſt, as one tes pare 
taking of that one bread; and while you yourſelf receive 
Chril and ſalvation, all you are, and bave, and can 
do, will be. entirely devoted to him. Indeed every 
thing will there contribute to invigorate your graces z 
the miniſter's ſolemn confeſſion, petition and thankſ- 
giving; the conſecrated bread and wine repreſenting 
your Lord's body and blood; your being one of the 
gueſts at ſuch a feaſt; and your conſenting with all 
your heart to the engagements of the goſpel-covenant. 

P. When 1 go away from the Lord' "table, _ 
ſhould I do, and how ſhould I behave ? 

M. Strive te live anſwerable to your folema 0 
and therefore make uſe ot all other meant of grace, 
that the vigour. of your holy reſolutions may be con- 
ſtantly maintained, and that your ſoul may be dai 
filled with joyful - love and praiſe. to: him, who by 
——_ ou * bie rau | for 

How often would it me to 
take of the Lord's fupper ? ty pie 

M. In the primitive churches it was dene at leaſt 
every Lord's- day. And therefore. take every ome | 
nity for it that you can wich convenience. HC — 


96 DTALOGUE un. 
P. Be pleaſed to ſhew me how I may on any otca» 
Hon meditate for my religious improvement. ; 
M. The beſt ſubjects for medication are, either the 
truths of the goſpel, and the nature and certainty of a 
Future ſtate of happineſs ;z—or the love of God in 
the gift of his ſon, the all · ſuſſicieney of Chriſt to ſave, 
and the effectual operations of the holy ſpirit ;—ov the 
Evil of fin, the danger of temptations, and how to 
avoid and overcome them ;—or the nature, number, 
and tendency of our comforts and ſorrows in our prof- 
petity and adverſity, together with our nearneſs to 
death, and preparation for it. We ſhould meditate 
| as often, and as long, as will be confiſtent with the 
mo diſcharge of all other duties, and ſo as to re- 

eſh, and not burthen our ſpirits. As for the man- 
ner of conduQting this duty, we ſhould obſerve how 
profitably miniſters preach, and ſhould endeavour by 
meditation to preach to our own hearts and conſcien- 
des, ſo as to render fin odious, urge ourſelves to uni- 

verſal holineſs, and feel every divine comfort. : 
P. What advice can you give me for ſecret prayer? 
M. Defire is the life of prayer. Seriouſly conſider 
what your defires are. Study the Lord's prayer. Ex- 
preſs your deſires as plainly and fully as you can, with 
reſpect to any 2 fn, or mercy. Be much more 
ſolicitous. about your hearts, than your lips; for ont 
2 the abundance of the heart the mouth gpeaketh. Go to 
God only in the name of Chriſt, truſting in his merits- 
and intereeſſion, and expecting no communion with an 
holy God, but by a mediator, Live ſuitably ; fince 
ewatching and praying are never to be ſeparated from 
each other. 2 | | 
H. I muſt often converſe with my fellow-creatures, 
and | deſire to do it always as becometh a chriſtian. For 
this purpoſe I beg your directions. | 

44. The beſt furniture you can have, is knowledge 

and well-regulated zeal, The inward diſpoſition is all 
in all. As the man is, ſo will he ſpeak. If you are 
with thoſe that are able to teach you, be attentive to 
What they have to ſay ; for pride will diſpoſe you — 
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de imprudently talkative, If they are filent, who 
ſhould»teach you, aſk them ſome: modeſt and ſeaſona- 
ble queſtion; that they may ogt continue ſilent far wang 
of apportuitity or invitation to fpeale.* If you ate with 
the ignorant ad profligate, nevertheleſs ſpeak with hu- 
mility and wiſdom, with gentleneſs and love. If you 
muſt reprove them; do it, if pollible, alone and nor 
before others. Whether learning from others, or en- 
-deavouring to inſtruct them, defire to have your own 
heart and their's ſeriouſly affected, and led on to pious 
reſolutions, 8 „ . x - 
P. I have but one thing more to.defire at preſent, 
and that is concerning days of humiliation and thank. 
iving, whether in private ar poblick, bow I may 

keep them to the beſt advantage 1 
by 2 Publick days for humiliation and thankſgiving 
will be regulated by others, and will only need your 
ſerious attendance... If you keep ſuch days in ꝓrivate, 
it muſt be left to your diſcretion, both as to the occa-» 
fon for it, and the manner of doing it. It may be 
very proper after falling into ſome great ſin; or  bav 
iug met with ſome threatening danger, and remarkable 
delivetancez or when God hath appeared to you in 
ſome dittingeuiſhing way of judgment or mercy. Ha- 
miliation is expreſſed by failing and prayer, with n 
penitent heart confeſling fin, and earneſtly ſeeking for 
pardoping mercy thro* a redeemer. Thankſgiving is 
expreſſed by temperate feafting the body, and gipecially 
by the ſoul's rejoicing in. God, celebrating his Prat» 
ſes for what he hath merciſully done, ard cbeartully 
renewing our devotedneſs to him, aud reſolutions for 
better obedience... The weak and infirm may hamble 
themſelves before God without falting, or with a ſmall 
degree of it; and the poor, or the frckly, may return 
thanks to God without feaftiog. The great end to be 
aimed at in humihation is repentance; ard thankſ- 
giving, increaſing love to God; and iv both,. a life 
ore devoted to God through qe ſus Chr iſt. 
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| The Minifer afffteth bis Pariflicaer in the winws of - 
_ _. "death, and in making ſuitable preparation for "it. 


Pariſhioner. 82 I have been with ſome on their 
go, I death-beds, I perceive what hinderan- 
ces men have in preparing for their latter end, when 
- Pbyſicians and friends attend them under their bodily 
pains and weakneſſes. I beſeech you, help me to pre- 

Pare while I am in health, "TE 
-  Minifter. Bleſſed be God, ſor giving you ſuch wiſ- 
Hom! There is no greater inflance of folly, than men's 
delaying their ſerious ation for death! O1 
what a change is it, to paſs ſuddenly from company, 

- buſineſs and pleaſures, and every thing here, into a 
world we never ſaw, into joys or ſorrows which mutt 
never end | What a fone is a bardened heart! What 
in ſenſibility is there in ungodly men! What! believe 

* duch a change is ſure and near, and not prepare for it! 
Believe that they muſt be in . heaven or hell for ever, 
and yet live as A bell and beaven were alike to them 
Pi. It is madneſs indeed! And therefore a man 

chat loceth himſelf mould prepare to die. ed 
M. Every bell that tolleth for the dead, is our call 
to prepare to follow, Every clock that firiketh, bath 
8 voice to delaying finners. Yea, every breath we 
draw, and every time our pulſe besteth. OI what a- 
. of preachers have we, to tell us of our death; 
and yet men live, as if they did not believe it, or bad 
never been warned of their danger! mu 
P. Surely, Sir, it is a thing men need not be told, 
that they muſt die, but only how to be ready. 
M. Why is there ſo much difference between men's 
thoughts in bealch aug a4 death? In the — 


thing reliſheth with them but the preſent world; 
in the latter, they oy, „The world is vanity.” In 
health, a holy life is odious ; in ficknelfs, they a» 
dopt Balaame with, Let me die the death of the rig. 
ent, and let my la endl be like fiir, In health, they 
count prayer z wearineſs, nor will bear to be told of 
their fins; but in the approach of death, their cry 
is, * Mercy! mercy ! 1 have finned, O for the time 
« I have loſt! O that God would try me again! 
„O that I was fare of heaven!” | Certainly that 
which is beſt at death, is beſt in health, Naturs 
taught the unjuſt Reward ſeriouſly to conlider, how 
to provide another habitation. But men that are ſure 
they muſt ſoon leave this world for ever, cahnot be 
Prevailed upon to think ſerioully, how their ſouls 
may find a comfortable abode with Gd. 
P. Pray, Sir, mention ſome of the advantages men 
would find in the ſerious thoughts of death. _ - 
M. O my friend! The ſerious thoughts of death would 
reach miniflers how to preach, and the people het to hear. 
He that thinketh he 13 perhaps” preaching bis laſt ſer- 
mon, will 'be earneft with his hearers to repent, 3 
believe, and turn to God. But if he thinketh 
preferments to get, and may years to live, he will 
by his hypocriſy beget hypocrites, and teach men 
to treat chriſtianity as 'a ſlage-play, Ofren have 1 
aroſe from my knees with ſhame aud grief, to think L 
could pray with ſo little earneſtneſs at the door of 
eternity ; and have come down from the pulpit, con- 
demning myſelf for ſpeaking with no more affection 
to men though fo near to another world. Death made 
Peter earneſt 2 even fincere chriſtians, las 
ing that ſhort 1 put off this tabernacle, To ani- 
mate Timothy in his great work, Past told him, T. 
time of my departure is at hand, And he enforced his 
exhortation to the elders of Epheſus, by this melting 
thought, That they ſhould ſee hir face wo more. If our 
hearers were all of them ſure to die the next week or 
month, how eaſily cond we preach them into a con- 
Fil Fa | tempt. 
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t of the world? Were a dying man told, 4Be 
good comfort, Sir,.you have had many a merty | | 
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% cup; you hate enjqyed every delight that earth 
could afford; your houſes and lands are well ſet- 
* tled on your children.“ Would be not ſay? It 
* is my ſotrom, that I am leaving all; and my chil- 
4 dren cannot be long after me: But where is my 
% ſoul goiog And where hall the ſouls of my <cbil- 
* dren go?” Thos the rich man in he# would bave 
bad his Brethren on earth warned, lf. they alſ' come 
20 the place of tarment, But wherever earth is prefer 
red 10 heaven, even wiſdom itſelf will ſay, .Thou' fook 
thir night ſhall thy ſeul be required of thee, and then 
u ng thoje things he quhich. thou haſt provided? 
lde ſerious thoughts af death will abaſe our 
Fridt. Can that man be proud, who is going to an- 
ſwer for. all his fins before a God that hateth pride? 
Can he ſwe!ll with haughrineſs to day, who is to be in 
be rz and perhaps in bell to morrow ? Can he 
be o curious and coſlly ig adornivg a body, which 
muſt ſo ſoon be rottenneſe and ſtench ?—lt will 
4each us how to ſpend our time. O precious time! 
How art thou vilified by idle, voluptuous, and un- 
godly men "They can play it away in a thouſand 
wanities, as if God had 2 it too long; but when 
they find it is paſt recovery, what are their cries? 
O for more time! For one year longer]! O that 
„we had sgain the time we have loſt, in order to 
e repent and make ſure of heaven! O that our's 
| *** bad been the ſtrict and holy lives of ſaints! O time, 


0 
2 time, how 2 to recall one moment! How 
% hateful a word is paſtime ] O happy men, that have 
„ hearts to uſe time for God and Chriſt, for the ſoul 
and eternity Y'-—Such thoughts will. alſo teach us 
" hexw to behawe tp each ether. How peaceably do mea 
ne together in the grave! There they have no more 
- centention, nor cruelty, nor oppreſſion. , On a death- 
"bed you will profeſs to ſorgite all the world. Thea 
Jou gare pot fl ſire revenge, leſt God be revenged 
2 4 ; 8 . . 
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on you. And why will you be worſe in bealth;; thaw 
on a fick, or a dying bed?— To add no more, the- 
ſcrious thoughts. of death will convince u that fon , 
be avoided:rather than rings, Die we mull, whe-: 
ther we will or no. And is it not better to“ die for, 
Chriſt,. if he ſhould call vs to it“ Will ic comfort 
us at death, to think of the ſofferings we eſcaped, by 
the fins we committed #F Yo 
P. I have wondered. why- the bleſſed. God would 
not ſave us from dying, ſince Chriſt died in our fiead;., 
But my doubt is tte by theſe advantages gitend · 
ing the ſerious thoughts of death; — . 
AH. Though there is a jadgment to come, yet God 
will have ſome, juſtice done upon finners\ in this: 
world. Though: Chriſt. ſuffered- for us, his finding. 
ſervants: muſt -ſuffer . ſomethin But through the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God, -our puniſhment is 2 
care to the ſin that cauſed it. Were we to live ma + 
ry hundred years, like the Antediluvians, what 2: 
wicked world would this be? Thea covetouſneſs, 
ambition and ſenſvality-woeld have no reſtraint. But- 
the near approach of: death curbeth the vileſt of men, 
and ſlandeth, like Hamas's gallows; before their own; 
doors. When ſatan hath; broaght- them to the pin - 


nacle of their ambition, ſhewed then the kingdom 


and glory of the world, and drawn them id accept; 
his gift, and on hig.dreadful terms; after all, death- 
aſſureth them of falling into ſo much the more tre- 
meadous ruin. When Be{/haxzar in all his pomp an 4 
laxdty, Jau. the. part of the hand that wrote on the” 
plaiſter of the wall of his palace; then his, countenance? 


was - changed, and his: thoughts troubled kim, Jo that 


the Joints of his loing xvere 7d, and his hnegs {motg one 
againſt another, Nothing ſhews fin, to be ſo abomi- 

nable as the nearneſs of death... Rejoice, O young. man 

in thy youth, dad let "thy heart chear thee in, the days” 
of thy youth, and qua in the - ways ef thy fart, and” 
is the fight Cane 3 but know thaus that for alt 
thigh; things God wil Wing thee into judgments. 
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P. It is ſtrange men can be unmindful of a change. 
ſo near, and of ſuch infinite importance. 

M. All our religion is but 4 continual preparation. 
for death. But, alay! if we ever ſo earneſtly entreat 
men to care for their ſouls, and to awerk out their o 
Jalvation, we cannot prevail with them; no, not to. 

remember ſeripuſly that they muſt die; and to live as. 
thoſe that firmly beliere it. | N 4 

Fei. They are unwilling to be troubled with thing 
of 1 an ergo nature. * 88 1 

H. Suppoſe you were obliged to quit your houſe. 
in a few neg and 1 . you to provide. 
another, would it be troubleſome advice? If this mi- 
ſerable world is better to men than heaven, yet ſince. 
they muſt leave it; whether, they will or no, they. 
ought thankfully to hear of a better, and never reſt 
till they have a title to heaven. _ N 
P. | am very defirqus to know how I. may in 
health be ready for a ſafe and comfortable death. 
= M. Thoſe only die ſafe, and go to heaven, who are. 
| 7 5 through the blood of Chriſt, and ſanctiſied 
1A 


the boly ſpirit. Nad ate the. pure in heart, far 

ey Hall ſes Ged. But all who die ſafe, do not die 
comfortably. There muſt, in a.comfartable death, be 

ſome certain knowledge that you have the graces of; 
the ſpirit, ſuch as faith, hope and love. 1 
P. But Why is a ſafe death defirable? 

. He that is not ready ſor a ſafe death, and. 
dieth fo, is loſt for ever. He is indeed note for- 
every thing; for any duty, ar any_ ſuffering; be is. 
lofing his time, and only preparing for hell. There- 
fore no care or buſineſs, no profit, honour, or pleaſure 
ſhould afford him any reſt, till he is converted, aud 
made holy, and is ready to. die. eG bo 
P. Shew the importance of dying comfortably, 

M Comfort is founded in the knowledge of ſafe- 

ty. Uncertainty is painful. To believe a heaven and: 

| Hell, and rot know which will be ovr'e, is a dread- 
ful thought. To hare all earthly comforts fail, * 
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be ntterly- doubtful of everlaſting: comfort, is an un- 
eaſy ſtate. All the enjoymegts, of this world cannot 
comfort a wiſe man, unleſs he can daily fetch com- 
fort from heaven, How can he williagly go'oat of 
this life, if he bath not ſome conſiderable hopes of 4 
bettet? When he is comfortec with the thonghts of 
being for ever with tht Lord; what need he fear! 
ow quietly may he ſleep? How eaſily may he ſuf- 
fer? How joyfully may he live or die 
P. Now E ſee that to get ready to die, muſt be 
the principal work we have to do | 
Life itſelf is. notbing but the time allotted us 
to prepare for eternal life. Every hour is: loſt, that 
is not ſpent in ſuch preparation. The whole of . 
chriſtian's life muſt be. holy and devout, though he is 
not always in acte of worſhip. He muſt always be 
ſeeking the glory of God, and the ſalvation of his 
ſoul, ander the conduct of the word and. ſpirit of 
Chriſt, Therefore all thoſe opinions aad practices are 
to be avoided, which no way tend to prepare us for 
20 ſaſe and' comfortable death. | | * 
P. Pray, Sir, how is this preparation to be made 
M. It muſt principally. be done * health, and 
in ſome meaſure when youw- are fick« ile you are im 
health, prepare for death, by your' care and diligence to- 
Srengthen your faith in the truth of ſeripture, the immore. 
talty of rhe ſoul, and the life io come. To confirm your 
faith, attend to the ſacred impreflions of the holy ſpi- 
rit, firſt on the ſcripture; and next on your own heart, 
| and the ſanctifyiag change. made in all your temper 
and converſation ; you will then d the auitugſ in 
yourſelf; even the neareſt; the ſureſt, and the mot 
conſtant appar that * ones ond hab he is» 
preparing you. for a- better life. — Sincerely repent of” 
every knows fin. Nothing- maketh death Pt bt 
fal 2 guilt- Nothing — exciteth fear 
as unpar fin, Nothing ſhould make us doubt of 
pardoning mercy, but our doubting the ey of 
our repentance. and faith in Chriſt. Therefore ſpare: 
Bot fin, but as; delay; confels is 2 
, 4 x x 
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and ſorſake it reſolotely. The fling of death is fin. And 

forgiveneſs is promiſed fo true repentance.—Truft your. 
foul, with all its interefti, in the hand of Jeſus Chriſt 
your ſaviour, He is the owner of it by the right of re- 
demption. He is in heaven, and both heaven and 
earth are in hies power. He that ſaved you from fin 
and ſatan, will fave'you from the torments of hell. If. 
angels rejoiced at yoor, converfion, Chriſt and angelt 
will joyfully receive your victorious ſoul zo the Spirit. 
of juft men made, perfet?. Chriſt hath teſtified, his love. 
at ſo dear a rate, that you ſhould not call it in N 
To fave your ſoul, is his proper work and office, and 
even bis covenant. He himſelf is your judge. He, 
hath the keys of the unſeen world, and of drath. His 
work in heaven is to intercede for you, and prepare a; 
glorious manſion for your reception. Von are by grace 
and reconcihation made an heir of God, and jornt-heiv- 
ait Chrift ; and will he not give you that, to which: 
he hath already ziven you ſo much right? - Are his: 
love and promiſe, his 'oath and ſeal, nothing to'you #7 
He would never have given you A heavenly mind and- 
deſire, nor have ſet vou on ſeeking heaven, if be. 
would not actually bring you thither. Lou muſt live 
and die by faith in Chriſt, if zou would live-and die 
in a well grounded 'peace.— Devote your/elf entirely to: 
God, and live 10 pleaſe him, and 10 de good to all around; 
5%. Thus your conſcience will bear witneſs at death, 
that, notwithſtanding your ipfirmities, you anſwered 
the great end of life, in living to God, and not in 
gratifying the fleſh, nor inordinately firiving to be rich. 
of to ſecure the hooour and applauſe of men. And 
there is no evidence in our favour ſo full and ſatisfying,” 
as the teftimong. of our conſeiencù, that in ſimplicity and 
godiy fincerity, not with fleſhly:wiſdom, but by the grace 
of Gad, wwe have had our cinver/ation in the world, O- 
that we duly conſidered how much a life of total reſig- 
nation and devotedneſs to God hath a tendency. to pro- 

duce à peaceful and joyful death! ae 

H. But we are to put no truſt in any work. or holi- 
neſs of out own, nor derive comfort ſrom it. 
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M. 1 acknowledge that we are, not to expect ou 
Jultification add acceptance, either wholly, or id part., 
hom any work or holineſs of our n; becaule nothiag 
leſs than perfection of holineſs can juitify-us, according. 
to the law of works, But fince Chriſt bath fully ſatis- 
fied for our violation of that. law, and will now.judg 
us by his law of grace; therefore he freely juſtiſieth us 
and at the ſame time graciouſly rewardeth ang $2744 i 
ta our ſincete and holy obedience, Our own; bolineſs, 
or works muſt have no ſhare in the honour due to any, 
work of the father, ſoo, or ſpirit. None traſted more 
entirely in Chriſt than St. Pau“; and yet he rejoicech 
in the teſtimony of his conſcience, concerning his ow: +. 
nacere and holy obedience + Arty 

P. I underſtand how I may depend wholly on divine;” 
grace, and yet take comfort in my own fincerity and 
abedience. Pleaſe. now to go on with directions 
for a ſafe and comfortable dea. j 

M. Let me caution you, to take rd of quenching ther” 
holy ſpirit. There is no effectual knowledge, no holy 
love to, or delight in God, no divide life in our ſouls, 
but what is. wrought by this illuminating, ſanctifying. 
and quickening ſpirit. This beavenly gueſt mult be 
tenderly cheriſhed, if you would have the % f the. 
holy ſpirit, either in health or ſickaeſs, in life or- 

eat h. * : A Wig. 
P. What is it to cheriſh, or quench the holy ſpirit? 

M.. Ref/ting the /pirit is our moſt heinoos fin, and 
for which we pay deareit. The puniſhment is the more 
dangerous, the leſs it is perceived and lamented, The 
ſpirit is awfully withdrawing, Wheh men gradually loſe 
their love to holineſs, grow indifferent to the things of 
God, formal io. acts of worſhip, more bold with ſia, 
and more worldly-wile in pleading. for every ſinful in- 
chnation. One groſs. ſin, or mavy leſſer iniquities,. - 
may ſo quench the ſpizit, as never to be recovered in 
the ſame degree through the remainder of lifes 

P. Alas! If this be my-caſe, what muſt i do? 

M. Deal faithfully with yourſelf by deep repentance. 
Search diligently into your own. heart. Mortify your: © 

| | ., . 
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favourite lufts. Fly from the temptations which bave. 
been moſt prevalent. Return to neglected duties. Con- 
_ verſe with the moſt lively chriſtians, Pray that Ged. 
vill not take his holy ſpirit from you, but reflore unte 
you the joy of his ſalvation. © = 
P. But how ſhall know whether I have the ſpirit, 
or whether I have leſs or more? | #3 
M. This is to be known by your love to God and 
man, and your deſire and endeavour to de good, and. 
to abound in the fruits of righteouſneſs. 

P. What are the beſt evidences of ſincere love, to 
God and man ? | | | 
M. Your love to God and man is ſincere, if you are 
more defirous of knowing and praftiſing the word of 
God, and of being perfealy holy in heaven, than of 
having the riches, honours, and pleaſures of earth ; — 
if you pray and ſtrive for the coming of the kingdom. of 
God, and the doing his will, in the proſperity of the 
church, and the holineſs and happineſs of all men, 
more than for any ſecular intereſt of your own; and if 
all this be your conſlant pleaſure.—Live continually in 
a thankful fenſe of the lowe of God to your own ſoul. 
Daily conſider the greatneſs of that love, both in the 
nature of God, and in the bleſſings of the goſpel, and 
alfo in all your own particolar experiences of his love, 
This will make heaven deſirable, and overcome the 
fears of death, This is a fruit of faith, more excel- 
lent than faith itſelf, This deligbteth the ſoul, and 

werfully draweth it to God, even by the experiences 
of his love and goodneſs, — Ls alſo in heaven, while. 
you are upon earth, by frequent heavenly contemplation. 
Ho can the ſoul be pleaſed with the thoughts of go- 
ing to a God, a place, a ſociety, add employment, to 
which it bath always been a ſiranger ? To /ay up trea - 
fare in heaven, is to live ſo, as will moſt effectually ſe- 
cure the heavenly reward; for where your treaſure is, 
there will your heart be aljo, If you are ri/es wit 

Chrift, you will /cek thoſe things which are above, where 
Chrift fits on the right hand of God; and will et your 
affidtions on things above, wot on things on the-carih, and 
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your conver/ation wwill be in heaven. . There is your fa 
ther, ſaviour and comforter, your home and happineſs, 


your - glorified friends, beſt intereſt and chief bu- 
fineſs, Read, hear pray, as if heaven were open 
to your view; Neſiſt temptations, and tranſaft worldly” 
buſineſs, like'a traveller in his way home. Often ſer - 
before your eyes the certainty, nearneſs, and: uncon- 
ceiveable ſplendor: of the heavenly glory. Think of 
the millions in triumph there; while you are here in 
fears and cares, Think of thoſe, who once were come 
aſſed with iofirmities, but are now freed from all. 
bink how - holy fouls - ſee the glorified Jefus, know 
God and his works, love, and praiſe, and rejoice with 
holy angels. Think of -your-proos acquaintance, who 
are gone thither before you, and walk with them, as 
it were, in the ſtreets of the New Jeruſalem. Surely 
with ſuch thoughts in health, death will never be un- 
welcome. — Live alſo a: li of mortification. Let: 
nothing in this world be too dear and pleaſing to you. 
IF you are fond of any thing here, parting will be the 
more difficult. But if yon cruciſ the fleſh, with the” 
affeFions and luis; and become indifferent to the things 
of time and ſenſe, and be much converſant with unſeen 
glories; there will be little to entangle and hinder the 
williagne(s of your departing fouls, Get ſome good” 
aſſurance of your own feacerity.” If you doubt of this, it 
will excite your fear, and make you unwilling to die. 
Examine your repentance, faith, love, and every ehriſ- 
tian grace. When you trace the evidences of your fin--- 
cerity, bleſs God, and rejoice in his love; and watch 
and pray, that you may not loſe your attainments, bur 
fargetting what is behind, may reach unto that which is', 7 
before, When you know that you are paſſed from drath' - 
to life, you are" fortified againſt moſt temptations to 
ſhrink back from your eternal reſt, And if the ſoub: 
hath all things in order for dying, it will be eaſy to 
Settle your worldly affairs, You will prudemly eontrive, 
that there may be no contention about your eſtate when 
you are dead. If you have wronged any, you will not 
fail to make full and ſpeedy reſtitution. I you are at 
F. 6. variance : 
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variance with any, you will do all in your power-to be 
reconciled, and though they refuſe to forgive you, yet 
yeu will unfeighedly forgive and pray for them. 
P. O that in health I may thus prepare for death! 
Tell me what may be done, even in ſickneſs ?: 
M. Health is the beſt time for every work, and eſ- 
cially ſor thia. Vet. if the nature and length of the 
diſeaſe will admit, ſomething may be done. And if 
it be one, who hath made no ſort of preparation in 
bealth, but bis aſflict ion bath ſeized him in his uncon- 
verted ſtate, alas l What ſhall I ſay ? In ſuch circum- 
ſtances it will be very difficult to know, whether re- 
pentance is merely the effect of alarmiog fears, or of a. 
new heart. Such a one hath many things to learn, 
much employment for bis thoughts, and a great change 
to de made in bim, before he can be fit to die. How 
im proper for all this is-a little time of fickneſs! There 
is however ſome hope, and while there is. life and hope, 
we muſt do our beſt. 
PF. I tremble to. think of ſoch a one. Pray, Sir, 
what could you fay to himmm ooo 
M. Say ? It would be neceſſary, were it in his laſt 
. moments, to endeavour to convince him, that till he 
* feeleth bis need of a ſaviour and ſanctißer, be is in an 
unconverted ſtate, deſtitote of the favour of God, and 
expoſed to everlaſling de ſtrudtion. But if he bumbly 
acknowiedgeth- bis ſinfulneis and miſery, I would 4 
fectionate iy offer Chriſt and ſalvation o bim, with all 
the blefiings of the covenant. of gtace. I would urge 
him to give his immediate and hearty conſent to have 
God fer his reconciled father, Chriſt for his. ſayiour. 
and lord, and tbe holy ſpirit for his ſanQijfier and com- 
forter 3 and to relolse, if be tecovered., to live to Gl 
through Chriſt, in all oew aud boly obedience, L. 
would. ſolemoly aſſure him, that nothing could deprive 
him of pardon and eternal life, but bis refuſing Chriſt, 
and grace, and.holigeſs. I would beſeech him to thiok 
of the infinite love of God in providing a ſaviour for” 
him, and how exceeding great ayd precious the pro- 
miſes ate, and what unſpeakable den there, is in 
; 1 251 | wh; 4 N caven _ 
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braven for every, fincerely |penicent and delievisg ſeul⸗ 
Then I would. help; bim io-liftiog.up hie beatt to God 
is prayer, ayd ſhew him the 1Þfinite importance; of 
praying for himſelf; that bie bert maybe made tralx 
bumble and cootrite,. penitent and, believing, end e 
eſfectually converted from all fn ful Jove,, to dhe Jave f 
God and Chriſt, of heaven and bolineſs.: I-would'cons 
clude with repeated aſſurances, that if his late repens. 
tance and con ver ſion would ace 2 holy life, in caſe. 
he recovered, and was not the mere reſult of a fright - 
eued conſcience, he would andoubtedly be ſaved. 
P. This Would be faithful and tender, and moſt 
likely to do good, if it were not tao late. But ſuppo⸗ 
ung, Sir, you were viſiting. ſome real convert, who hac 
long before been, preparing for death, and was now ia 
lis laſt, allvefs 3. What advice Would“ v0 give ſuch a 
one, in order to farther preparation? 
M. My adeice would be to this purpoſe. Conſides 
your ſickneſe, as a. fruit. of ſin, 2 wifely and gracin 
oully defigned. by your. heavenly father, to produce ths 
. jeaceable. fruit of righteeu/neſi, and a far more exceeding. 
4% eiernal weight .of glory. Secure this advantage of 
afliion, and it will ſweetly ;recongile; you. to the dife 
poials of providence. Fray ſor diving grace and con- 
ſolation ſuited to your weak and low condition.— Re- 
uc w your repentance towards God and your faith in 
the Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, add warn all about yoa' to ſet 
their hearts, on heaven, and ta make it the buſineſs of 
their lives to prepare for death. Tell hem What evil. 
ou have found in fin, what vanity in the world, What 
oodu-ſs ift God and holigeſe, what comfort. in Chiilk 
and the promiſes, and how miſerable you had now - 
been, if you had never cared for your ſoul till now. 
Beg of them to live, as. they would die; to give their 
hearts to God in Chriſt; to redeem their precious mo- 
ments, and make ſure of everlaſting life, —Recolle& 
F-pelt mercies; to be born in a land and age of 
1 to have had early coaviction and conver» 
on, pardon and reconciliation, deliverance from ſin 
and bell, and lively hopes of glory. Let your views 
| . of- 
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of -the: goodneſs and. love ef God to you, fill you R 
_ Eyntentment-and faricfaRtion;” and turn your into 
| fervent love to Chriſt, aud ardent deſires to be with 
him. —Be ſwallowed up in the delightful thoughts of 
the everlaſting reſt, to which you afe-going; where 
. you neither ſhall ſin, nor fear, nor ſuffer any more; 
Dat love and rejoice, more than you can now conceive 
or wiſh ; and where God and Chrift ſhall be more to 
you, than light to your-eyes, or the ſoul to the body. 
 —Reſign up your ſoul into the hand of your God and 
ſaviour, withoot one diſtruſting care for yourſelf. Truſt 
a God wha is love itſelf, and your own- father and 
God, Truſt a ſaviour, who hath done and ſuffered ſo 
- much for you, and for millions before you. Take not: 


dne anxious thought about your eorruptible fleſh; or 


the Jabyrinths in the world of ſpinite; bot chearfolly 
_ all to God in 2 if Ae! _ | 
"EXPre It; mage e:goodn 8-07 * 9 
=> freak hon of — bie word, bis ways. . Let 
others ſee there is a reality in the comforts of faith and 
hope, and that the death of the righteous hath enough 
indt, to malte their life alſo defirable. As your tongue 
was given you to praiſe the Lord, and bath bat a little - 
while more to ſpeak, exert all ite remainiog firength 
in · his praiſe, and in telling what you have found: bim 
to be, and in celebrating the glories of his kingdom 
into Which you are entering, that others may catch the 
ſacred flame, and feel ſomething of your hopes and de- 
fires. Imitate your dying ſaviour, Father, into thy hands 
I commend my ſpirit, And pray, like the firſt. martyr, 
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o_ hw ne var — and by the- 
ra y e cs, 8 
Wa et e thy es bumble ourſelves at thy 
footſtool, by prayer and ſupplication. with thankſgi- 
ving. It is our great preciegs to have this liberty off 
acceſs to thee, and our beit buſineſs and. — to 
worſhip thee daily in our family, - ; 
We thank thee for making us capable: of- knowing 
and loving, ſerving and enjoying thee. Though by our 
apoſtacy from thee, and rebellion againſt thee, we have: 
deſtroyed ourſelves ; yet, adored be thy mercy, in thee. 
is our help found. We thank thee for” layivg help for 
us upon one, who is mighty, and able to fave to the: 
uttermoſt all that come unto God by him. We thank 
thee, that Chriſt and ſalvation by him have been made 
in ſome degree precious to our ſouls. How great was, 
thy mercy, which ſpared our lives, and kept us out of 
hell, while we were long going in the . — 5 * 
deſtroyer ! How much greater 2 
bringing any of us to 2 A. — ſenſe of our — 
neſs, in awakening us to true regentance, and —— 
us to ſeek after thy favour and RE as our high · 
eſt happineſs! 
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But we have ill requited thee for all thy goodneſe 


and love. The ſins of pur hearts. and lives, of out 


childhood, youth, and riper age, teſtify . againſt us. 


Long did we forget God and our ſouls, Chriſt and eter- 
niz, and live iu igqorapce-and . wnbelief, Me wer 8 
Jong deceived by earthly vanities, and refited too lo 


the motions of thy .boly ſpirit. Even fince any of us 
have known thee, and: engaged 'ounſelves to thee, we 


| have too often returned to tolly, and have been negli-- 
gent in loving and ſerving thee. . 
16 thou, Lord, ſhouldeft mask. iniquities, O. Lord, 
who ſhall ſtand? But there is forgiveneſs. with thee, 
that thou mayeſt be feared. Waſh us in the blood, 
and accept us for the merits, of thy dear ſon. We dare” 
not come to God but in the name of Chriſt, nor expect 
any merey. but for hie fake. Give g 
dwell in our hearts by faith, to fill us with heavenly 
love, and ſtrengthen us for all holy obedience, Ler 
our thoughts and affections be fixed on God and Chriſt, 
on divine precepts and promiſes. Let grace regulate- 
aud ſanctify all our words. and. actions, out ſenſes, ap- 
petites and paſſions. Help us to love our neighbouts 
as.ourſelves, and to do all the good in our power, both. 


- to their ſouls and bodies. Take away our pride, and- 


eloath us with humility, and put upon us the ornament - 
of a meck and quiet ſpirit. . Deliver. us from every; 
ſaare of ſin, and every hurtful luſt.. Eſpecially ſave us - 
from the ſin that.mokt.cafily beſets us. > 
We beſeech thee, to favuur us with all ſuitable helps - 
for improviag us in knowledge and holine(s, and add 
thy bleſſing to them. Make us faithful and circum- 
in all the duties of our ſeveral. places and rela- 
tions. Diſpoſe of all our worldly affairs, as {hall be 
moſt for thy glory, and the good of our ſouls, Merci- 
ny recover thole that are in ſickneſs and pain, ſuc- 
cour- the tempted, ſupply the necefiitous,. com fort the 
movurne's;/ be à father to the fatherlels, and a huſband- 
td the widow, and 2 preſent help in every time of. 
trouble. e VOOR ware ton "TEN 
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thy holy Spirit to 
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deemer aud {#viour,” who bath taught us to pray, Our. 
Lite, which-ars, in raven Ac. Ame 
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# Miruikg Prayer” for Fatilj” ti} 
Continue tby goſpel in our land, Furniſh, all thy 
churches -with- wie," hatyi and uſefol- miniſters, and: 


ſucceed their labouts for promoting knowledge and 
righteouſoeſs, truth and peace. Bleſs the king, and 


all in authority, and teach them to govern, and ud, 10 


obey, as the ſubjeRs of thee the k wo ings; and 
the high and-only potentate. Let all the ki of 
the earth become the kingdoms of, the” Lord and of 
his Chriſt; Send the goſpel to them that want it, and 
make it ſueceſsfol to them that have it. Heaven and 
earth ate continued: by thy power, and all things is 
them are ordeted by thy wiſdom. Thou art, great, 'O: 
Lord, and greatly to be- ſesred. Thou' art gôod, and 
worthy of perfect and 'utiiverſal love and obedience. 
Thy glory ſhines in all thy works; bat above all in 
our glorious: redeemer; and in the charch triumphant; . 
where angels and ſajnts perfectly and eternally” love. 
and praiſe thee. - ee ee SES BAT 

We humbly adore-andbleſs thee ſor-all thine unde 
ſeived and. forfeited mercies' to our ſouls and bodies * 
and particularly for our ſafety and repoſe the laſt nig 
and- the health. and comfore with Which we bow at th 
footſtool this morning. Keep us in thy fear, faith aud 
love, "ail this day. Guard vur ſouls from fin, aud our- 
bodies ſtom every thing that would hinder us ia thy 


ſervice. "We deſire to live us in thy preſence, and da. 


all to pleaſe thee, and ſecute the ſalvation of- our o 
and others ſouls, and to account this our higheſt ho- 
boar and happineſs. We intreat thee to pat don ous. 
ſiae, accept our ſervices,' and give an anſwer of peace 
to our prayers; for the ſake of thy dear: ſon; our re- 
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A. Evening Prayer for 4 Family. 


f THOU high - and lofty One. who inhabiteſt 
eternity, whoſe name is holy, and who dwelleſt 
in the high and holy poo Thou hat promiſed to- 
dell with humble and contrite: ſpirits, to revive the 
ſpirit of the humble, aod to revive the heart of the - 
contrite ones. Invited by thy - goodneſs, and con- 
rained by our own neceſſities, we bow - before thee, 
humbly confefling. our fins, with thankful acknowledg- 
ments of thy  mercies,. and earneſt cries for grace to 
help-us in every time of need. T7 If 
5 mourn bay — of . - _ 1 and 
long we walked contrary to thy holy law, gra- 
tißed the inclinations of our 722 and depraved- 
nature. We have been lovers of finfol pleaſure, more 
than lovers of God, and holineſs; and: have idolized 
the vanities of this periſhing world. We have abuſed 
thy patience,. forbearance and long-ſuffering, by which. 
thou haſt been leading us to repentance. We have 
bardened our hearts againſt the warnings of thy word 
and ſpirit,. thy: idences and. our own conſeiences. 
We have put far from us the day of afflition and: 
death. We have cared more ſor our bodies, than for 
our immortal ſouls z. and for the things of time, than 


bow to be ſaved from bell, and live with Chriſt in 


beasvenly glory. We have contented ourſelves: with. 
the form of godlineſe, without the life and power of 
it. if any OF us have been turned from ſin to holineſs,. 
ſrom darkneſs to light, and from the power of ſatan to- 
God ; how long did we reſiſt thy. ſpirit and grace, and 
hinder our own-converfion I If any af. us are engaged. 
in the bonds of thy covenant,. yet alas! how ccld is 
cur love, how inconſtant our obedience, and how wa- 
vering and divided are our hearts! We have too lite 
tle differed in temper and converſation from the un- 

ly, and hence it is that we have taſted fo little of. 


The joys of. thy ſalvation. 


Hes Evening Pram for a Panily. 115 
But, O God ! vifit our ſouls with th forgiving loves. 
Though our fins deſerve thine eternal wrath, yet thy 
ſon hath died for us, and is him there is infinite wor- 
thineſs, For his ſake, juſtify us by thy grace, 2 K*. 
us into thy family, and make us partakers of the di- 
vine. nature. Let thy holy ſpirit fl our minds with. 
faith and wiſdom, and our hearts. with holineſs and, 
love; even with love to thyſelf, th ſoa, thy word and: 
ways, and to all that bear thy holy image. Let the. 
thoughts of thy love to us in. Chrift, of our pardon. . 
and peace with thee, and of the promiſed heavenly 
joys, be our daily. cordial under all the afliftions and. 
ſorrows of life. Teach us to redeem our IO. 
t 5 
the kingdom af God and his righteouſneſs, and to. 


me, to lay up treaſure in heaven, and to 


truſt thy promiſe, that all other things ſhall be ad- IT 


ded to us, ſo far as. they are for. our good and thy 
"glory elp us to bear all ſufferings with faith,. 


and patience. Make us. conquerors over ever, 


temptation, 'and: preſerve us to thy, heavenly kingdom. 
Extend thy mercies. to the ns and families of: 
the earth, that are involyed in ignorance and ſuper- 
ſition, in idalatry and will-worſhip, Say to the north. 
ive up; and to. the ſouth, keep not back ; ring thy. 
ns from. far, and thy. daughters. from the ends of the. 
earth. Let every knee bow to Chriſt the ſaviour, and. 
every tongue <onfeſs to him, Put away. all perſecu- 
tion and opprefon for righteouſneſs ſake, Purge thy: 
churches from all corruptions in  doArine, Aal nase, 
or practice. Never take thy goſpel from Greas Britains: 
and the goyntries belonging to it. Pour dowa the beſt 
of bleſſings on our king, with all his nobles; judges: 
and magittrates, and help. them to ſuppreſs vice and” 
profaneneſs, and promote ſetious godlineſs. Make the 
miniſters of the goſpel as burning and ſhining lights,” 
to ſcatter ignorance and error, and lead ſouls to Chriſt 
and glory, Sanctify the affſictions of the afflicted, to. 
ke. away, fo, and io make them partakere of 12 bo- 
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linefs; and. ſave others from. the pecul iar ſaares- of 
worldly proſperity, y. 11 
Let thy bleſſing be on. this family, on all our bodies. 
and ſouls, on al out cares and concerns. Ever keep 
us in love and peace, and in every holy duty to thee 


aach to one another. We thank thee for the mercies 


our paſt lives, and particalarly of this day. Thou. 
| favoured us with another day for repentance, and. 
preparation for death and eternity. Lord, forgive all 
our fins of omiſſion and commiſſion. Protect us this. 
night from. every evil. Refreſh us with reſt ia ſleep. 
Let our meditatida be of thee in the night - watches, 
and thy comforts ever delight our ſouls: Prepare us for 
the duties and, events of the morrow. May we live 
every day in thy fear, and to thy glory; that we may. 
Iive with thee in a glorious. eternal day, where there 
Mall bz night no more for ever, Hear and anfwer vs- 
in all our imperfedt petitions and ſupplications, for 

the ſake of our alliprevailing. intereęſſer at thy right* 
band; O.thou Our father, which.,art in. haven, te. 
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4 Fanih Prayer for ihe Lord's-Doy Morning. 
 '\'LOR1IOUS Jehorah, thoo-art infiaitely above: 


the | praiſes. of angels; and mach more of Goful, 


mortals... * that are far from. thee, ſhall periſh; 


hut it js r us to dtaw near to thee. Thy mercy, 
heb appointed this holy day, that thy love aud praiſe 
may employ. our minds, add be a foretaſle. of our eter - 
nal reſt. Breathe upon us the ſpirit of light, life: 


and love, quicken us to this heavenly. work, and gc- 


cept us in it, through thy dear fon. nn 
Thou art the king eternal, immortal and javilible,. 
the only wiſe; living and true God, the almighty. 
creator of heaven. and eartb. Thou didſt make all 
things out of nothing by the word of thy. power, and. 
daſt every moment ſupport aud preſerve the works of, 
thige. hand. How manifold are thy works, O Lord, 
in wiſdom-haſt thou. made them all!. Thou haſt made. 


. 
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man the nobleſt inhabitant of 'this lower world, bot a 
4ctle beneath angels; even with capacities for know- 
ing, loving and ferving thee. Thou waſt his father, 
© benefator and chief good, to engage him to-thyſeif 
In reſignation, love and obedience.” Thou gaveſt him 
a holy, juſt and good law, that he might pleaſe and 
enjoy thee, But mas ſoon loſt his purity and excel> 
lence by departing from thee. Thus did man fook- 
iſhly requite the Lord, and ſorſake the wock of bis 
ſalvation. Thus by one man ſia entered into the world, 
-and death by fin; But how did thy mercy rejoice a- 
gainſt judgment! How didſt thou add to the ſentegee 
of death the promiſe of a redeemer ! 3 , 
rvant, 


promiſe, Jeſus took upon him the form of n 
and was made in the likeneſs of men. O Wonderful 
condeſcending love! Angels proclaimed it, and with 

_ -ndmiration look into it. How ſhould we then bow at 
thy ſootſtool in ſelf. abaſement, and riſe bigh ia thank» 
ful praiſes this day, not enly for creating ow and 
good neſe, but for redeeming grace and love! © +: 
Adoved be our Immanuel] He came as the light and 

life of the world. He was holy, 'barmlefs, undefiled . 
ad ſeparate from fingers, for ſuch an ay, io pron be- 
came us. He taught us by his perfet doftrive and 
.example. He made himſelf by his ſufferings' and 
death a ſacrifice- and propitiation for our fins. O 
matchleſs love, that. for enemies he ſhould lay down 
his precious life! He hath conquered and ſanctiſed - 

death and the grave to all believers. Ie bath 
| _ cured for us 2 covenant of grace; and ſealed it with 
| bis blood. Now, O Father, there is forgiveneſs with 
"thee, that thou mayeſt be feared. Thou haſt ſo loved 
| the world, as to give thine only begotten ſon, that 
-whoſoever believeth in bim, migbt not periſh, -but 
; - have everlaſting life. Ihod waſt in Chriſt, reconcil- - 


, ing the world<unto thyſelf,” not imputing to penitent 

. 8nd believiog finners their iniquities. "Thou art, by ' 
, thy miniſters, beſeeching fioners, in Chriſt s ſtead, io 
4 be reconciled to tber. Thou refulett roae that come 
5 40 ihee by Chriſt, To as many as receive him, thou 
bs 


giveſt 
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'  ggiveſt power to become the ſons of God. With what 
manner of love haſt thou loved guilty rebels, to make 
them friends and favourites; even heirs of heaven, 
and joint heirs with Chriſt! 5 TT 
O that oor ſouls could with greater 'thankfulnefs 
magnify the Lord, and our ſpirits rejoice in God our 
ſaviour! Thou art to be reverenced in the aſſemblies 
of thy ſaints, and to be honoured of all that are about 
thee. A day in thy courts is better than a thouſandy 
we had rather be door keepers in the houſe of God, 
than dwell in the palaces of wickedneſs. When we 
lived as without thee in the world, thou didſt pi 
us, and make thy word and worſhip effectual, — 
of us have reaſon to hope, for our converſion and re- 
generation. How freely didſt thou pardon us! How 
graciouſly didſt thou ſhew mercy to us, and overcome 
Hur hearts with thy love! What a bleſſed change hath 
_ thy ſpirit wrought in our minds! How many preſer- 
_ vations and comforts haſt thou afforded us! ma- 
ny afflictions haſt thou moderated and ſanctiſied! What 
delightful communion bave we bad with thee in ſe- 
eret, and in ſocial worſhip! How precious are thy 
thoughts unto us, O God! How great is the ſum of 
them! Thou, who haſt given us grace, wilt give 
us glory too. Theſe foretaſtes of love afſure us, that 
we ſhall be h with thee for ever. Our hope in 
thy mercy, thy fon, thy covenant, will not make as 
aſhamed. O how far will the praifes of the ever- 
laſting ſabbath excel theſe feeble ſervices! Quicken, 
Lord, our defires after that bleſſed day. Come, Lord 
Jeſus, come quickly, that we may behold thy glory, 
While ſabbaths on earth are continued, Lord, make 
them a bleſſing to our ſouls. Aſſiſt us in all the re- 
ligious ſervices of this holy day. Let thy gracious pre- 
ſence go with us to the ſolemn aſſembly, Help us - 
gainſt our manifold infirmities, and the fins that moſt 
eafily beſet us in our attendance upon thee. Let thy 
word be as good ſeed in our hearts, taking root there, 
and bringing forth fruit to thy glory and ——— 


* 
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ſalvation. Let our prayers and praiſes be ſpiritual ſu · 
crifices, acceptable in thy fight- throvgh Jefos Chriſt, 
; This day ride forth in the chariot of thy everlaſtiog 
| goſpel conquering and to conquer. Let heathen ne» 
tions be brought to acknowledge their ereator andre. » 
deemer. In all thy churches let the arm of the Lord 
be revealed, finners be converted, and ſaints be edi- 
fied in their moſt holy faith. Contis ue the goſpel in 
our own land, and 1 ob it more abundant ſucceſs, 
Bleſs the king, and all in authority, with wiſdom and 
holineſs, and zealous concern for the honour of God 
and the advancement of real religion. Make the mini- 
ſters of the goſpel faithful to Chriſt aud ſouls, as thoſe 
that muſt give an | account, that they may do it with 
joy, and not with grief. 
Heal the fick; eaſe the pained; ſaccour the | 
ted; ſupply the neceffitous; be a father to the father» 
leſs and a huſband to the widow in thy holy habitation, © 
If affliftions detain any from the publick ſolemnities 
of thy day, let them enjoy thy gracious e in 
their own dwellinge, Fit the dying ous 


- to engage in the duties, and enjoy the grivile . 
of th. abbath. Leave us not to barren hearts 2 
wandering thoughts and affectiens. But let our con- 
verſation be in heaven, from whence we look for 
our glorious redeemer, whom having not ſeen, we 
love, in whom though now we ſee bim not, yet be. 

pang frond we rejoice with jo . and 

fall Of glory. For his ſuke we thee to hear 

us, O thou, Our father, which art in heaven, Se. b 


A 


1 


Lord and ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt, and through him as 


loving kindneſs is better 


— 


% 
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A Family Prayer. for the Lord's-Day Evening. 


TD.-LESSED aud glorious majeſty, we-defire bum» - 
| bly. to adore thee, as the God and father of our 


our .reconciled God and father. We have none in 


beaven but thee, and there is nothing upon - earth 


we deſire beſide tbee. Thy favoar is life, and thy 

4 — liſe. thaw ry ws 2 
en us all things richly to enjoy, pertaini h to 
life and godlineſs. Every day haſt thou loaded us with 
thy benefits. This thy holy day has been eſpecially 


dieſe to our ſouls, Thou haſt tavght vs. the know- 


dge of thyſelf and of thy dear ſon, whom to know 
| life eternal. Thou haſt ſet before us-life and death, 
bleſſiog and curfipg, good and evil, that we might 


fly from the wrath to come, and ſecure the bleflings 


of thy people. Thou haſt ſhewed us the evil of ſin, 
the danger of an unconverted ſtate, and the riches of 
pardoniog grace. ind love, Thou haſt invited us by 
thy precious, promiſes, add haſt opened th our view 
the glories of thy heavenly kingdom. Holineſs. has 
1a ſome degree, appeared. to vs in its beauty, fin in 
ats-, defarmity, Chriſt im his all- ſuſſiciency to ſave, 
and thF boly ſpirit in bis gracious influences to renew 
our natures, and fit us for à perſect ſabbath at thy 
right hand, Det | os , 1 8 1 3 N 
Adored be thine. infinite merey, that any of us have 
experienced thy recovering grace! Theu baſt plucked 
un as brands ont of the burning. Thy pardoning 
. *hath delivered us from 5 and condemnation. 
ur ſouls have found a refuge from thine eternal 
wrath. To us thy promifes are all yea and amen in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Satan, the world, and death are over- 
come for us. O death! Where is thy ſting? O grave! 
Where is thy victory? Becauſe Chriſt lives, we ſhall 
live alſo, Becauſe our head is glorified, we ſhall be 
glorified with him. Once we were dead in fin, but 
are now quickened to ſpiritual life, Long were we 
: in 
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in ignorance and unbelief, but are now light in the 
Lord. Too long were we carnal, ſold under fin, bat 
the holy ſpirit bath renewed us in the law of our mind, 
Bleſſed be the God and father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath bleiſed us with all fpiritual bleſſings in hea- 
venly things in Chriſt. © that every ſoul of us, not 
one excepted, may bear for itſelf a joyful part in theſe 
ehankſgivings and praiſe i 
Azad why, Lord, are we regenerated and ſanQified, 
but to love, and praiſe, and ſerve thee? We beſcech: 
thee, perfect our weak and languid graces. Make us 
more holy and heavenly, and bring us nearer to thy- 
ſelf in- faith and love, that we may riſe higher in thy 
praiſes, e 58284 5 | 
5 Lord, pardon the fins. of our holy things. | Sprinkle 
our perſons and ſervices with the all-atoning. blood of 
Jeſus. Mortify our pride, and clothe us with humi - 
lity, that when we have done all our duties, we may 
account: ourſelves unprofitable ſervants, Make vs 
meek and patient, ſerious and ſober-minded. . Give vs 
grace to keep under our body, and bring it into ſub- 
Jection, that we may poſſeſs. our veſſels in ſanctiſica 
tion and honour, Let the love of the world be rooted 
out of our hearts, and ſhed abroad thy love there by 
the holy ſpirit given unto us. Mortify in us all envy, 
hatred, malice, and uncbaritablenels, and help us to 
love all men, and eſpecially our fellow chriſtians with 
a pure heart fervently. - What we know not, teach us, 
and wherein we have done iniquity, help us to do ſo. 
no more. Fix our affections on things above, and let 
time and the things of time be as nothing to us com- 
pared. with eternal glory, Fit us for every thing be- 
tween this and the gravez evecy ſervice or ſuffering, 
every temptation and conffict. In all conditions. and 
relations may we glorify thee, keep a good conſcience, . 
and welcome thy Whole will wita a lively hope and 
haly joy in thy ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, When. we 
come to die, may we have clear evidences for theavea, . 
fiviſh our courſe nn and an entrance be mini- 
| r "${:- 464 f 1X3 GW 5 a 
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| Mered unto us abundantly into the everlaſting king- 


Accompliſn, we beſeech thee, tby gracious promi. 
es concerning the neg thy churches in the latter 
days. Bring in the falneſs of the Gentiles, and let all 
Iſrael be ſaved. Deſtroy Antichriſt by the breath of 
thy mouth, and by the tee of thine appearing. 
Let the kingdom of Chriſt be exalted on the ruins of” 
ſatan's kingdom. Send forth thy light and truth to 
heal the nations, and turn them from darkneſs to 
ght, and from the power of ſin to the love of holi- 
- neſs. Let theſe. lands, and the colonies thereto be- 
_ longing, enjoy the goſpel id itz efficacy on our hearts 
and lives, Be very gracious to our ſovereign lord the. 
king, and every branch of the royal family; protect 
Kis perſon, prolong bis life, ſanctify his heart, diregt 
his counſels, and proſper his reign. Make our nobi- 
lity, judges, and magiſtrates eminent bleflings to the 
nation, Let the miniſters of the goſpel be faithful 
and ſucceſsful in their great work. Follow with thy 
ſpecial blefling what they have been doing on this thy 
day, that it may appear in the conviction, converſion, . 
 JanQtification and ſalvation of many ſouls. I 3.” 
\ Eftabliſh our civil and religious liberties ; lengthen 
our peace and cranquilityz favour vs with fruitfal 
ſeaſons and the plenty of all good things ; bleſs our 
proviſion, and ſatisfy our poor with bread. Proſper 
our trade, ſmile on the work of our hands; yea, the 
work of our hands eftabliſh thou it. N 
_ © Graciovſly afford us every perſonal and family bleſ- 
+ Take us under thy protection this night. Be 
with us in all our w ough the following week. 
Help us to carry with as into every day, * and oc-. 
Currence, the temper and ſentiments of thy day. May 
we by this ſabbath be brought nearer to, and made fit- 
ter for, a glorious eternal ſabbath. Having joyfully 
remembered our. Lord's reſurrection, may we more 
ardently look for and haſten to his laſt coming, and 
our appearance with him in glory. In him may we 


be found and accepted, both living and dying, 3 to 
5 , 
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bim, with thyſelf, O father, and the ſp'rit of grace 
and conſolation, be honour and glory, dominion and 
praiſe, for ever. Amn. e 


... —— . —— 
The Prayer of an 'uwakened Sinner, _ 
God! How awfol-art thou in thy holineſs and 

Q ju tice! Vet thou art gracious and ready to receive 

every penitent and believing finner. Here am I, proſ- 

trate before thee, indopy thy pardoning and ſaving- 
mercy. 1 bear of Jeſgy-- Chriſt, and of his merits, 
mediation and intercefioa. I am taught the neceffity 

of 'repenrance, uad of being converted and born a-' 

gin, and that without holinefs none ſhall-ſce thy face. 

I am convinced, Lord, of thy right to me, and to a 

the love and obedience of my beart and life, becauſe 

thou art my creator and benefactor. I am convinced 
that thy laws are holy, juſt and good. I um convinced 

'of the finfulnefſs of fin, the vileneſs of my heart, the 

abominations of my life,” the vanity of this world; and 

that thou only art able to be the portion and happineſs 
of my ſoul. - I ſee there is no hope for me, but in 
ſincere return to thee by repentance, and faith in the 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt. © e | n 

' But I fear leſt the hardneſs of my heart, arid the 

power of unbelief and of worldly luſts, ſhould pre- 

vail againſt all my convictions. Oh that I had a heart 
to love thee above all the world, and to delight in tl 
holy ways, more than in all the pleaſures of fin! 

that I had a heart to believe in Crit, and to live by 

faith, and not by fight! 1 have corrupted this heirr, 

but I cannot renew it. I have defiled it, but 1 can- 
not cleanſe it. I have kindled in it the fire of luſt, but 

I' cannot quench it. I have undone myſelf, rejected 

my ſaviour, and reſiſted the holy ſpirit; and ü there 

mercy yet for me? 0 rr 

- Have pity upon me, O God, secording to the 


multitude of thy tender mercies. I bave finned, like 


« frail and f.o.ifh man, but do thou have mercy on 
i So m2 
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me, as a gracious God. My fin hath abounded, let 
thy grace much more abound, Chriſt with infinite 
expence hath redeemed ſouls; and that revives my 
Fope.. Create in me a clean heart, O God! and re- 
new 2 right ſpirit within me. Torn this heart of 
fone into a new. and tender heart. Fill this preſump- 
tvous heart with a neceſſary care for my own falva- 
tion. 1 ſee my duty, and yet have not a heart to do it. 
1'ſee my danger, and run upon it. I foreſee death 
and judgment, without flying to Chriſt,” and redeem- 
jag my precious moments. My work is undone, my 
ſoul is unteady, and if I die this night, where hall I 
awake? Thy mercy hath long kept me out of hell, Do 
Thou, O mighty God, who didſt raiſe Jeſus Chriſt from 
the dead, revive and raiſe me from the death of fin. 
to the hfe of righteouſneſs, as thou baſt done. for mil» 
lions of finners. | r | | 
Lord, heal this evil heart of unbelief; which bath 
Nighted Chriſt, and departed from the living God. 
Thou haſt left me a promiſe of entering into hea- 
venly reſt, but leave me not to fall ſhort of it by un- 
belief. Touch this heart with a deep ſenſe thy 
love. Kindle in it this heavenly fire. Let the ſpirit of 
love fix my {cul on the wonderful love of Chriſt, on 
Chriſt crucified, on an aſcended, glorified, and in- 
terceding ſaviour, till I am all love to him that died 
for me. Thou haſt-promiſed to give thy holy ſpirit to 
them that aſk it. Deny me not the grace which thou 
haſt bid me aſk, nor the holineſs which is thy delight, 
and without which I ſhall contiane thine enemy to 
my deſtru&jon.. Thou baſt ſworn, that thou dall no 
pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that he turn 
and live. Let thy mercy ſpare me, Let thy grace be 
effeQual fcr my ſpiritaal eternal life, Let me live 
' the life of grace bere, that I may live the life of glory 
ſor ever. Look from my guilt and miſery to the me- 


rits, mediation and interceflion of my living redeemer. 
Hopiog and truſting only in bis precious name, I 
ſmite vpon my breait, and ery, God be merciful 10 ms 


The 


fuer Amen and d . 
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Fhe Prayer of a true Penitent; 
k TH OU God of all grace and mercy! Tho“ 
thou art of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, 
yet pity a miſerable finner, and lock upon me thro” 
the mediation of thy dear fon, Had F better anſwered 
the deſign. of my creation and redemption, I might” 
row have come to thee with the boldneſs and confi+ 
dence of à child, aſfured of thy love and favour. -But' 
F have too long been forgetting' the God that made 
me, the ſaviour that eemed me, and the buſineſs 
for which | was ſent into the world; I have made my 
reaſon a ſlave to my luſte, and have lived like the 
brutes that periſhi”' O the precious time I have loſt! 
© the gracious calls I have neglected, and the mani- 
fold mercies I have abuſed! Lam aſhamed to look back 
on the years I have ſpent. What trifles, have enticed} 
me from my God! Like Zan I have profanely ſold 
my birthright for one morſel. To pleaſe my fancy, 
my appetite, my luſt, I have ſet light by all the Joys 
of heaven, I have refiſted the holyſpirit, wounded my 
conſcience, grieved my beſt friends, and become a 
ſhame and burthen to-myſelfe.' (+ (+ 2 + 
- But, O my God be not thou a terror to me. Thou” 
knoweſt my ſeeret ſins, and all their aggravations, My- 
fns have found me out ;-my fears and ſorrows over- 
whelm me. If I look behind me, my wickedneſs pur-- 
ſues my ſoul, If 1 look- before me, I ſee thy jud 
ment, and know thou wilt-not-ecquit the - guilty. 
J look within me, there ie u defiled heart, H I look- 
without me, there is a world of temptations to de- 
ceive and deſtroy. me. If I look-above me, 1 ſee thine” 
offended majeſty. If I look-+beneath' me, 1 ſee 'the- 
place of endleſs- torment. I fear to live, and am 
more afraid to die. 
Vet | bave * when I look to thine infinite mer- 
Cy, to thy dear ſon, and the covenant of ace. 
© God | be merciful to me a ſinner.” I the ſa- 
crikice and. merits of thy ſon; and the promiſes of: 
| G. 3, ſorgive-- 
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Forgiveneſs through him. I condemn myſelf ;; but de, 
not thou condemn me. Thou haſt opened a foun- 
tain for fin and for uncleanneſs : there let me be waſh- 
ed thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſed from. 
w fn, Zoken this rocky heart, and give me re- 
22 unto. life; Turn me to thxſelf, O God of my 
ation l and cauſe thy face to ſhine upon me. Meet 
not a 3 prodigal in thy deſerved wrath, but 
with thy bowels of compaſſion. Caſt me not away. 
from. thy - preſegce, nor. ſentence me to depart. from, 
thee with the workers of iniquity... Are there not mul» 
titudes in heaven who were once thine enemies? Leg 
_ thy mercy be glorified alſo in my forgiveneſs. and. ſal- 
Vation, =» nl an 
I aſk not for - liberty. to fin 8 but deliverance 
from every fioful inclination. Give, me the renewing 
of thy holy ſpirit z even a new and divine nature, 
that may be holiceſy to the Lord. Eulighten me 
with the ſaving knowledge of thyſelf and thy. ſon le- 
ſus Chrift, Fill me with thy love, that, my heart may. 
wholly, delight in thee. Let thy kingdom and glory, 
thy word and ways, be my ſweeteſt meditation. Let 
my treaſpre be in heayen, and there let. me daily con- 
| verſe, Pot thy fear into my heart, that I may- never 
depart fram thee. Let this world be cruciked to me, 
and I to it, by the croſs of Chriſt. Enable me to walk, 
not after. the Joſh, but after the ſpirit, Keep me from 
walking any more in the counſel of the ungodly, or 
ſtanding in the way, of ſinnere, or ſitting in the ſeat of 
the ſcornful.' . Bleſs: me with the. commenios of thy 
ſaiots, and_ with all other means for my fanRification 
and ſalvation, Never may I return to ſolly, or ſorget 
abe covenant of m] God,” Help me by thy ſpirit o 
| quench the firſt motions to ſin, and ſo fortify me a- 
'gainſt all temptstiene, that I may. be more than a 
queror, Prepare me for ſufferings. and death, that 1 
may yield my departing ſoul inte the faithſul hagds of 


my redeemer, | oo os 7 1 
I beſeech thee, by.. thy. word and: ſpirit, io 


* - 


"vince' and convert uncpaverted ſinnets, and _ 
« ” * p ; = | | em 


e ; 
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them from darkneſs to light, and from the power of 
ſatan to God; that they alſo may receive. the forgive- 
neſs of their fins, and inberitance among them that are 
fanRiked, by faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus; Ia him 
let me be found and accepted, both living and dyingyy- 
and to him, with thee, and the holy ſpirit, be ever 
lating praiſes. l no gar nn 
e l f + 3: Ys 
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Te Prayer ef Parents for their Children. 
G-O D! Thou: art our God, and we will ſeeks 

; thee ; our ſather's God; and we will exalt thee ; 
and we beſeeoh thee to be our children's God. | 
good providence hath: built us up into a family, and 
we bleſs thee for. the fruit of the womb. Bat we la- 
ment the depraved nature in which our offepriag ſhare 
with us, and all the ſtreams of: ſin and folly which flo 
from ſo corrupt a fountain, We bave ſolemnly, taken 
hold of thy covenant, both for ourſelves, and our dear 
children. Lord, they are. thine, ſave. them. Save 
them from fin, and ſatan, and this evil world.. Save” 
them from the vanity of childhood-andiyouth4 incline 
| their hearts. to holineſs, | and- give them the wiſdom 
which is from above. Pour thy ſpirit upon oor ſeed, 
and thy bleſſing upon our affepring; that they may be 
a ſeed to ſerve thee, which ſhall de accounted td the 
Lord for a generation. N EL 
Teach and enable us to bring them ap in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord, and to iaſtruct and 
guide, reprove and exhort them in the meckneſs of- 
wiſdom, and as thoſe who travail in-bifth again to ſee 
Chriſt ſormed in their ſouls: Let none of-our's come 
Mort of eternal life, or be ſound on Chrikt's-left hand 
A great day. 4 * e hearts % 
them walkiag. truth. and ſetting their faces- 
. 460 | Y | ww 15 ng MY | 
We aſk. not great things for them belonging to this 
world, 2 2 ſhall mw their ſpiritual and ch h 
| 4: " 
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val good, favour them with health and ſafety, give. 

them direction and bleſſiag in every honeſt employ- 

ment, and ſeed them with ſood convenient ſor them. 

Eſpecially make them wile for their ſouls and eters. 

| n ſhould. pleaſe thee to remove any of them from 
us by death, while they are young, make us bumbly, 

ſubmiſlive and reſigned, aod firmly perſuaded that all 


nige well. Is, while they are young, thou ſhouldſt re- 


TS. r OST high and holy God, the creator, gover- 


move us from them, be thou infinitely better to them, 
than we were capable of- being, ſor with thee the fas 
therleſs findeth mercy. And when we. are gone to. 
- praiſe thee in heaven, let our dear children be praifing 
thee on earth, and be living, not to themſelves, but. 
to him that died for them, and raſe again. i 
Lord, thou knowett our care and concern, and we. 
de ſire to caſt it upon thee, Let ſerious godlineſs in, 
our family make our. dwelling a hovſe. of God, and. 
a nurſery for Chriſt. and glory. Let our children do. 
more and better ſervice for. thee in their day, than we. 
have done in one. And: before the woo of. Chriſt, 
max we joyſully ſays Here are we, and the children 
- thou gaveſt vs. + Then may parents and children find: 
mercy, and. enter together into the joy of our Lord. 
Grant us this rich grace, for, the. ſake of thy dear. 
and only begotten ſon, to whom, with thee, O Father, _ 
and. the holy ſpirtt, be the kiogdom, power and glo- 
Ty, for ever. Dec tei 


* 
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4 nor and ſadge of all mankind, I defire. to adore. 
thy myjeſty, und worſhip thee with humble reverence, | 
+ Thou art | infinitely above my higheſt, thoughts and, 
praiſes, To thy. mercy I owe the repoſe and ſafety 
of the night, and that. I. ſee che mornzog with com- 


fart.” 
] am 


PA | 
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- thio' all eternity. 


| enrich them and their. royal family with the choice: - 


A Morning Prayer for a young Perſon. 29 

F am unworthy to come into thy-preſence. By da- 
tore and practice I am unholy and unclean. My ini- 
quities have readefed me viler than the beaſts that 
periſh. 1 deſerve thy eternal diſpleaſure. Lord, have 
mercy ypon me, ſor the ſake. of thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt. 


who ſuffered and died for periſtring' finners. In his 


precious blood let all my crimſon fins be made white 
as wool and ſnow,” Let me grow daily in an humble 


perk ano with Chriſt Jeſus, as my righteouſneſs. 
a 


ſtrength, Work in my heart ſincere repentance 
and faith, that I may. love God, be fruitfol in holi- 
neſs, be delivered from ſin and hell, and by, brought 
ſafe to thy heavenly kingdom. i 
Form my ſou}, O. Lord l aſter thy holy. image. 
Sanctiſy my thoughts and inclinations, my appetites.” 
and paſſions, Give me a Chriſt-like meekneſs and hu- 
mility. Help me to love all men, eſpecially all that 
love Chriſt. Guard, me from-'youthful laſts, and let 


no iniquity get the victory over me. Preſerve me 


from the defilements of the age and place where L 
dwell, Suffer me not to: be led away, by evil compa» 
nions, nor be aſhamed: of ſerious. godlineſs. 
Continue this day. my health and every enjoyment,. 
fo far as thou ſeeſt good for me. Enable me co im- 
prove every hour, and fulfillall my. duties to Cod and: 
man, that in the evening my reflection: may. be come 
ſortable. Whenever am afflicted, let it be ia mercy,. 
to take away. my ſin, and make me paitaker of Aby 
holineſs, I deſire to be thine ig life and death, and: 


* 


Pour down thy bleGogs- on all men, Give thy 800. 


pel to heathen nations, Let truth and, liberty, 1 


ouſneſs and peace, dwell in every land, aud the king 
of the whole earth bring their power and glory to ſup- 
port true religion. Let. the crown fit long and eaſy: 
an the heads of our proteſtant king and queen, and: 


of thy favours, | Let all inferior rulers have wiſdom. 
apd grace, that they muy he bleſſings to this wy 


Make the miniſters of thy word wiſe to win ſouls,. 
faithful, and abundantly ſucceſsful. Grant every gift 
of providence and grace to my dear relations and 
friends, which thou ſeeſt to be beſt for tben. 
Let the prayers of a worthleſs' creature come 
before thee” this morning with acceptance, through 
the interceſſion of thy beloved ſon. Bleſſed be God: 
for Jeſas Chriſt, the purchaſer of all the mercies 1 
have, or hope for. Ia him I defire to truſt, rejoice, 
_ ahh hor way ; __—_ bim, with thee, O Fa- 

er, and the Pirit, be all honour, glory, and. 


- 1 " » . - 
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An Evening Prayer fer @ young Perſon: 
EAT and glorious, gracious and merciful: 
? God and: Fathef in Chriſt Look down from 
"heaven, the habitation of thy holiveſs, and take no- 
tice of a weak and finful creature, worſhipping this 
evening at thy footſtool. Thon madeſt the heavens 
and the emrth, and knoweſt all the works of thy hand. 
My ſecrer thoughts are naked to thine eye. My heart 
bas too often forgot thee. The beſt of my ſeryices are 
too imperfect to deſerve thy love, nor can all my obe- 
_ dience merit the pardon of one of my paſt tranſgreſſi- 
ons. Let my crimes: be waſhed away in the precious 
blood of thy. dear fon, and in him accept a worthleſs 
fioner. Spare me according to the multitude of thy 
tender mercies, and let me not go down to the grave 
in an unpardoned and unholy ſtate. Lengtben out my 
days, that I'may ſecure my: beſt- intereſt, and my eter- 
nal ho Take out of my heart evil ares oa 
and ſubdue every finful joclination. Let thy bl 
Tpirit renew my ſoul, and. make me holy in heart, 
in lip, and life, Give me firength againſt the aſſaults 
"of temptation, and under all the frailties of youth, that 


— 


my not offend my God, erueify afreſh my ſavious. 
Chaſe 


bad-make continual work for bitter repentance. 


4 Nui Prayer ſin 6: young N., ig. 


Chaſe my inheritance for. me, O Lord, and make 
me content with. the diſpoſals of. 2 io this. 
preſeat liſe. Let not my heart idolize any thing on 
earth, but fix my affeRions on things: above, where 
Chriſt-is.at e. band. Bear me up under all the 
afflictions af life with faith: and patience,. Make me. 
ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of: 
the Lord, truſting thy: | N promiſe, ; that I hall 
reap a joyful. harveſt, if. I faint nat. Search, O God. 
and try my heart, diſcover to me wherein I have wan- 
dered from. thee ; give me true repentance, and lead. 
2 the paths. of holineſs and. peace. G7 9 for 
ach and judgment, and train me by thy 
word and ordinances, by thy ſpirit and grace, fi : 
buſineſs and bleſſedneſs of thy kingdom in glory. 
This eveniog would 1 make a freſh ſurredider of 
myſelf to thee for: time and eternity Proteft me 2 
thy providence, and guard me by thy grace thro" this: 
night, nor ſuffer any evil imagination to defile or diſ. 
quiet me. Whether I wake or fleep, live or die, let. 


me be for ever thine. "A | AGES 
lies in- fin and wickedneſs. 


pPity à loſt world, that 
Send thy goſpel among the heatbens, and mahometans, 
Put an end to popiſh. idolatry, ſuperſtition and tyran- 
ny. Recover thine ancient people the Jews,. that they. 
way believe in and love the Lord Jeſos. . wy . and 
dehver thoſe that are fufering for Chriſt and his truth, 
Soeceed the. goſpel to the converſion and ſalvation of: 
ſouls. Make our king and queen inficuments of good: 
to-theſe nations, and: their. liſe and reign long and 
happy. Counſel the king's counſellors. after-tby will, 
teach our ſenators the wiſdom from: above. Let 
cur magiſtrates be and. our exacors.righteouſ- 
neſs, and the miniſters of; the. goſpel agg ot. ng; i- 
ning lights. Unite to thyſelf. in the bond of thy 
covenant all. that. are related to me in tbe bonds of 
nature, that they may ſhare in eternal bleſings. | 
I praiſe. thee, O my God, ſor eaſe und health, and 
all. the comforts of this, day and of my. Whole life. 
Above all,, 1. bleſs. thee for. Jeſus Chrift, to, 3 
vation 


* 
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132 The young Perfen'r Prager for Llerdi Den Mornings 


falvation for me by his moſt>precious blood; that I 
was born and brought up under tbe ſoabd of thy gol 
pel, and have been early acquainted with thy holy 
. Word, herein is all my hope of everlaſting life and: 
gory: I beſeech thee to perfume my unworthy pray- 
ers and praiſes with the mach incenſe: of my redeem- 
er's interceſſion, ſor be is moſt worthy. And ia bis 

name and words let me further call upon. thee, as. 
Our Father, wukich art in heaven, e. 


The young Perſon's. Prayer: for. Lord's. Dar 
za Wt S&T | * Morning. 1 * a Ya 


| OL, holy, holy, Lord God: Almighty ! Thon 
art glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, a 
d doing wonders, Wonders of goodneſs and mercy. 
haſt thoa done for me; a ſinful creature, through my. 
Whole life, and particulatiy the Jaſt week. After ſo 
many ſeaſons of grace, which I have miſim proved, 
thou baſt brought me to anotber day of the ſon of man. 
Help me to remember the reſurrection of my Lord, 
and let my heact riſe to the-throne of his gloty. Ba» 
niſh ' from. my ſou}- every. vain thought, that I may 
begin and ſpend this holy day, to thy honour and my 

own ſalvation. - © Nu 14463 9 kits | 
- Bleſſed be thy name, O heavenly Father, who haſt 
— a ſiuful world, and ſent thy dear ſon to die that 
might live, and riſe again that we might be juſti- 
ned. Bleſſed be Jeſos, who took our | fleſh and blood, 
and by his ſufferings and death, became a reconciler- 
_ of 'Gafal creatures to thine offended majeſty. : Adored 
de divine mercy, which ſent a glorious goſpel ta my. 
native land, and pat into my hands the ſacred volume, 
in which I read the covenant: of grace, and learn the 
way. to everlaſting life, © be 97: » f, 
Help me this day to attend thy word and the ordi - 
aancee- of thy houſe, with pleaſure and profit. ' Let. 
_ bby miniſters. come to. the- alemblies . 
eiii ; f F b 
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The young Perfox's Prayer for Lord's: Day Zueniag. 133. 
the ſulneſs of the bleſſing of the goſpel of Chriſt, and 


particularly to my ſoul. O that my conſcience my 
> 3 


this day be awakened, my underſtanding. enlightene 

my will bowed to 2 2— faith, my affections 
fixed on beavenly thinge, and my heart enriched with 
divine graces and comforts! Make me fervent in pray - 
er, and joyful in praiſe. - Deliver me from a wanderipg 
eye and heart. Let not vain'thoughts 1 within me, 
or interropt my humble converſe with thee. - Let me 
love the habitation of thy houſe, and the place where 
thy honour dwells, and at the cloſe of publick wor» 
ſhip may I fad my heart the fitter for devout retire» 

ment. 17 | 


* 


% Graciouſly accept this morning ſacrifice for Jeſus? 


ſake; through the virtue of his atoning blood and pre · 
vailing interceſſion, In the evening let my owa expe» 
Tience joyfully teſtify, that a-day ſpent in nearneſe to 
God, is better than a thouſand ſpent in finſul pleaſures., 
And while | am favonred with ſuch means of grace, 
and foretaſtes of glory, may I look and long more ar- 
dently for the better work and worſhip of an infinitely. 
better ſabbath at thy right hand. Hear in heaven, thy 
dwelling place, and when thou heareſt, forgive; and. 
do for me and ſor all thine. according to the riches. of. 
thy grace in the great redeemer, to whom, with thy». 
ſelf, and the holy ſpirit, be endleſs praiſed. Amen. 


N 


The young Perſon's Prayer for Lord s. Day | 


1 Fatber thou art the author and 
giver of every good and perſect gift, the God, 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in him the 
God of all comfort and conſolation. What grace and 
mcrcy baſt thou beſtoved on a ſinful worm! Who and 

what am l, that the Lord of glery ſhould draw me 
nigh to himſelf! Why ſhould 1 find a place in th 


houſe, and be numbered among thy e . 
N Ea ow 


o 
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How great is my privilege, to hear and read thy word, 
to join with thy a, er and praiſe, and have 
the pnſearchable riches of Ohriſt _ to my im- 
poveriſhed ſoul! But, Lord, was there 2 fliogle wor- 
ipper more unworthy, more vain and trifling, more 
dull and lifeleſs, mote wandering aud diſtracted, tban 
J have been? How little of thy word bas been trea-' 
ſored up in my beart? How little have I reliſhed the 
truths" of Chriſt, or felt the power of bis grace aud 
—. or diſcovered che evil of fin and beauty of how 
r | oo E Bonſfx cs 
Forgive, I beſeech thee, the iniquities of my holy 
things, and ſpriokle my perſon and ſervices wich the 


all-atoning blood of "Jeſus, © Though thy bleſſed day © 4 


be almoſt gone, let Hot the work of it be altogether 
loft. O that I may retain the ſenſe and ſavour of thy 
word for many days to come! Let the good ſeed take 
root in my heart,” and bring forth fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs in my future temper and converſation. 1 defire 
to bave more love to thyſelf, and to Jeſus the ſon of 
thy tove, and more love to my neighbour for Jeſus? 
ſake. | deſire to hate fin more than ever, and be more 
watchful againſt every temptation of ſatan. and the 
world, and more reſolute to mortify every corruption 
of my heart. Let thy grace be ſufficient for me, and 
thy ftrength be made perfect in my weakneſs, © 
Bleſſed be God, who has not utterly forſaken his 
own ordinances. I praiſe thee for ſome breathings of 
ſoul towards thee, — holy . exerciſes of faith and 
love, of ſubmiſſion and obedience, of fepentance and 
ſelf dedication ; ſome delight in thy worſhip, both in 
the publick afſembly and io devout retirement. Carry 
on in me thy good work, till it be finiſhed in bea- 
venly joy and praiſe. in thy immediate preſence. 

_ Pity the multitudes that never had the poſpel and 
let the dayeſpring from on high viſit them. Pity 
thoſe alſo, who are groaning in ſecret,” becauſe their 
perſecutots and oppreſſors 'ſhut up the doors of thy 
ſacQuary apaioft them. Let truth and liberty; grace 
and peace, fill the whole earth. "Continue thy Vie 
7 ; ; ag 


The young Perfonts Prayer for Lori i. Day Evening, 135 
ſings on our rulers, who watch over our civil and re- 
RP privileges, Heal and unite, edify and multi- 
ply the churches of Chriſt, and take out of them Bvery . 
thing" that is contrary to the truth as it is id Jeſus. . 
And prepare my ſoul, by all the ſeaſons of grace 1 
am enjoying below, for the blefſed affembly of ſaints | 
and angels in the church triumphant above, Grant. 
this, moſt merciful father, for Chriſt's ſake, in whom 
J defire to truſt, rejoice; and be ever foand ; aad to 
whom, with thee, and the holy ſpirit, be all honour, 
glory and praiſe, for ever. As. A] 
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© The Proyer of om going to the Lordi Tab. 


THOU God of ordinances! I thank thee for 
the covenant of thy grace, and the appointed 
ſeals of it. I defire to give myſelf to thee, byt fear 
1 ſhould approach to holy things unworthily. , Hat 
not thou fifked me with reverence "for this command. - 
of my dying ſavioar, with this defire of communion - 
with thee, and with this willingneſs to be wholly 
thine? Examine me, O Lord, and prove me, try my 
reins and my heart. Am 1 indulgipg any ſecret fin? 
Do I allow myſelf in the negle& of any holy precept? ' 
Let me not wrong my foul, by a finfoul abſence from 
thy table, Let thy word, providence, and ſpirit con- 
cur to make my way plain before me. Scatter my 
doubts, Give me ftronger faith and love. O that 
te views of a crucified ſaviour may deeply impretm 
. my mind, and a ſenſe of OG love conſtrain me, 
to give up myſelf to bim more ſolemnly than I have 
ever yet done! R f \ 1 
Lord, ſbe me thy covenant, and help te grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of my Lord and ſavi- 
our Jcſug Chriſt, I believe; Lord, help thou mine 
unbelief, and increaſe my faith, Kindle my repent- 
_ ance, and ſtrike this rocky heart, that it may. bleed 
at the remembrance of my paſt follics, and rm my 


fa 
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reſolutions, that I may have_ nothing. more to do with 
- Idols, _ | abhor myſelf, that I love my God, my ſavi - 
- ur, no better. Let that ſpark become a flame; let that 
flame be ſtrong and Ready, and the proofs of it appear 
in my holy obedience, O ſhed abroad thy love in my 
heart, by the holy ſpirit given unto me! Breathe upon. 
this clod, and-it ſhall. warm, Draw me, and I ſhall. 
run after thee. I had rather love. thee, than have all. 
the, treaſures on earth. O my God, let me not be 
cold and lifeleſs at that ſolemnity, where I am to com- 
memorate the moſt glorious love, that was ever known 
or heard of! Be with my ſpirit, help mine infirmities, 
accept me, and unite my heart to thee in covenant in 
everlaſting bonds, through my redeemer. Amen. 
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2 M God! reject me not, while, in 

F bodily pain and ſorrow, and with anguiſh of 
| mind for ſig and guilt, I fly to thy grace in Chriſt, 
| Though I bave trifled away the day of my ſalvation, 
| ſay not, it is now too late, Tby promiſes are large 
N 


and free, Pity my miſery, and forgive my iniquities, 
through the ag redeemer of loſt fouls, . If the ſuf- 
ferings of my fleſh ſeem ſo grievous, how ſhall. my 
ſoul bear thy wrath for ever? O give. me repentance 
; unto life! Let thy. ſpirit renew, my ſoul. Sanctiſy 
my affliction, te take away my fins, and to make me 
partaker of thy holineſs. - Lord, ſpare me a little, to 
make better preparatioa for my great change, before 
1 go hence, and am ſeen no more, I dread to ap - 

ear before thy bar in an unpardoned and unholy Rate. 
enew my days on earth; and renew. my heart, that 

I may live to God and. Chriſt, to holineſs and heaven. 
I have abuſed thy patience and forbearance, lot my 
precious time, and forfeited life and hope, I foreſaw 
this day, but I took not warning, I am in dread of 

my ſins, and of thy juſlige and holineſs, O eternity ! 

Int Fas Is yy eternity ! 


F ; Th Prayer of one fick; but unprepared to dit. 437 4 
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eternity! —Lord, try me once more with a day. of” © 


5 
5 gtace. Cut not off my time, tilb h am ready fot Ser- 
t nity- I condemn myſelf, bat do not thou . condemn - 
1 we. Sanädify me by thy ſpirit, waſh me in thy.fod's 
y blood, and give me ſuch a fight of heaven by faith and 
a. -  bape; that ? may willingly: die, and come 10 - thee. 
1. My fin hath abonnded, Jet thy grage much more a- 
1. bound. Glorify- thy grace in Chriſt by my pardon, 
e acceptance aud eternal liſe. e e ali ſuffici- 
*. ent ſaviour, let me be reconciled to thee, adopted into 
n _ - thy family, and be made an--heir of glory and a Joipt- 
* heir with Jeſus Chriſt. Whether E live, or dis, I de- 
n | fire to be thine. To thee, Q:-thou God and father 
of mercies, I gire up myſelf; and O that I copld- 
. with joyfal confidence call thee my reconciled.God 
. and father! Though I deſerve nothing elſe but to dwell 
for ever with devils, yet all me now with thy grace 
. and love, and at death receive me to thy glory, that 
with angels and ſaints I ___— my creator, my 
in _ -redeemer, and my ſanctißer for ever and ever. Ame. 
of #5 $3 4%- "28: ©} Bf." $4: 1 , | : 
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ge The Prayer f a Chriſtian near Dea. 
=> Oro forereign of life and death, of earch. 
ny and heaven! 'Fhy mercy brought me into the 
ce world, kept me from a thouſand dangers, and gave me 
fy innumerable bleſſings of life and godlinefs... Thy mer- 
ne ey convinced and converted me, renewed and-ſandi- 
to fied my heart, and formed Chriſt in me. Q amazing - 
NE mercy, that I am not dying in an impenitent aud 


chriſtleſs ſtate! I thank thee for the means d: grace, 
and the hopes of glory. E thank thee: for the fruits 
of Canaan throug wilderneſs; and now on the 
| briok 2 I thank thee for the cordials of thy 
great and precious promiſes, and that they are now-' 
_ precious as ever. 1 thee- ſor eternal 
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ds the giſt of thy free grace, through Jeſus Chriſt my. 
Lord. jo bis name I humbly claim it. To thine hand I 
commit this departing ſpirit. I am thine, ſave me. 
1 have fled to thy ſon's croſs. I bave renounced all 
dep endance on any worthineſs of my own, I come to 
thee as a (inner, believing. in Chriſt for. pardon and 
falvation. Let me have my lot among the followers 
of Jeſus. } know in whom I have believed. I re- 
joice, that | am in the hands of the good ſhepherd. 
'+ thank thee, that, after this long abſence, thoy art 
| calling me home, to,my.glorious eternal home. But 
| 1 forſake not the world I am leaving, nor thy church, 
1 from which ] am removing, Having bought it with. 
| an, ineſlimable price, ſtil} guard it, purify it, and u- 
nite it more and more, till all fleſh ſhall-ſee thy ſal. 
vation. Let my few remaining moments on earth be 
ſpent ſor thy glory. Whatever. this fleſh may ſuffer, 
i; let my ſoul be riſing to the general aſſembly and church 
of the firi-born, to the innumerable company of an- 
gels, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. Let 
Firth be ſtrong in the Jaſt hour. Let me aſcerd in 
the Chariot of love and praiſe, and for ever ſing the 
ſong cf Moſes and the Lamb, Even ſo, come Lord 
Jeſus, come ſurely, come quickly. Amen, 
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